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following amendments of the Senate, and agree to the 
cad . first, second, third, ninth, thirteenth. 
“phat the Senate concur in the amendinent of the House 

the Senate’s fourth amendment, with an amendment, as 
follows : Strike out all of said House amendment con- 
ee in lines two to fifty-two, inclusive, and insert in 
jjeu thereat: : , ‘ e 

For rents, including hire or commutation of quarters for 
officers on military duty, hire ot quarters tor troops, ot 
jorehouses for the sale keeping of military stores, of 
erounds jorsummer eantonments, and construction and 
repairs of barracks at temporary frontier stations, tor the 
purchase of stores, and 008 84 to be paid as yard-rent for 
ihe site of Fort Davis, Texas, $195,240 29. 

For repairing, altering, and enlarging buildiugs at estab- 
ished military posts, $139,047. pa y 

For constructing barracks and other buildings at the fol 
wwing posts, to Witt at Barraneas barracks, Key West, 


Fort Mackinac, in the departuacntof the Bast, $205,518 50; | 


at Benicia barracks, in the department of California, 
49,306 753 at Fort Vancouver in the department of Ore- 
«On, 87,07" ; 
“phat the House recede from its disagreement to the 
sixth and seventh amendments of the Senate, and agree 
to the same Wilh au amendment, as follows: Strike out 
poth of said amendments, and insert in lieu thereof as fol- 
lows: 

For surveys and selections of sites, and for plans and 


estimates tor military posts On or near the valley of the Red |) ert ‘ : : 
the permission of the ELouse, aud in order to en- | 


iver of the Nerth, between the forty-seveuth and forty 





yinth degrees of north latitude, and at or near Fort Cobbin | 


the Indian ‘Territory, $5,000; and that a report theron be 
made to the next session of Congress. 

That the House recede from their amendment to the 
eighth amendment of the Senate, and agree to the same. 

That the House reeede from their disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate numbered tourteen to forty-six 
inclusive, and agree to the same with an amendment as 
follaws : Strike out all of said amendments alter tie word 
- fortifications,” in Ghe third line of section twos and in- 
sert as follows: 

Fort Montgomery, Lake Champlain, New York, $10,000. 

Fort Knox, Penobscot bay, Maine, $20,000, 

Fort on Hog Island Ledge, Portland harbor, Maine, 
$30,000. 

Fort Winthrop, Boston harbor, Massachusetts, $ 

Fort at the entranee of New Bediord harbor, Massachu- 
setts, 25,000. 

Fort Adams, Newport harbor, Rhode Island $5,000. 

Fort Richmond, Staten Island, New York, $15,000. 

Fort on the site of Fort Tompkins, Staten Island, New 
York, $25,000. 

Additional batteries at Fort Hamilton, at the Narrows, 
New York, $50,000. 

Fort Carroll, Baltimore harbor, Maryland, 359,000. 

Fort Delaware, Delaware river, 359,000. 

Fort Monroe, Hampton Roads, Virginia, $5,000. 

Artesian well, at Fort Monroe, $6,000. 

Repairing Government bridge over Mill creek, near Fort 
Monroe, S500. 

Fort Calhoun, Hampton Roads, Virginia, $50,000. 

Repairs of Fort Moultrie, Charleston harbor, South Car- 
dlina, $8,500. 

Fort Clinch, Amelia island, Florida, 830,000, 

Fort Taylor, Key West, Florida, $70,009. 

Fort Jefferson, Garden Key, Florida, $75,000. 

Port McRae, and preservation of site, Peusacola, Florida, 
$10,000. 











Fort Gaines, Dauphin island, Mobile bay, Alabama, | 


$20,000. 

Fortifications on Ship island, coast of Mississippi, 
$20,000. 

Fort Jackson, on Mississippi river, $15,000. 

Fort St. Philip, ou Mississippi river, $10,000. 

Fortifications for detense of entrance into Galveston 
harbor, $20,000. 


Fort at Fort Point, San Francisco, including outworks, 


850,000. 
Fort at Aleatraz island, San Francisco bay, California, 
$25,000. 

Contingent expenses of fortifications, preservation of 
sites, protection of titles, and repair of sudden damage, 
$30,000. 

That the Hlouse recede from their amendments to the 
fifty-second amendment of the Senate, and agree to the 
same with an amendment, as follows: Strike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insert: 

That upon the passage of this act, or as soon thereafter 
as practicable, a commission shall be appointed in the man- 
her hereinatter designated, to consist of two Senators, two 
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same, with an amendment, as follows : 
amendment add, as follows : 

Provided further, That compensation shall only be al 
lowed for the period during which said troops were actively 


At the end of said 


) employed in military service. 


| of applying it. 


That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
fiftieth amendment of the Senate, and agree to the same, 
with an amendment, as follows: Atthe end of said amend 
ment add: 

Provided further, That compensation shall only be al 
lowed for the period during which said troops were actually 
employed in military service. 

That the House recede trom their disagreement to the 
fifty-first amendment of the Senate, and agree to the same 
with an amendment, as follows: At the end of said amend 
ment add: 

Provided further, That compensation shall only be al 
lowed for the period during which said troops were actually 
employed in military service. 

J. A. PEARCE, 

JEFFERSON DAVIS, 

SOLOMON FOOT, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

H. WINTER DAVIS, 

B. STANTON, 

MARTIN J. CRAWFORD, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, with 


able the House to ascertain the general results 


of the conference, I will state themas accurately 
jas [ can. 


The Senate reeeded from so much of their 
amendment as increased the amount appropriated 
for barracks to the extent of $234,531. 
bill row stands on the report of the committee of 
conference, the sam within a few hundred dollars 
is the same as that approved by the House, and 
the only difference is a slight change in the form 


barracks, and the particular sum appropriated to 
each, on the suggestion of the distinguished gen- 


tleman who was at the head of the Senate com- | 


mittee, a discrimination was made between those 
barracks which were permanent and those which 


| were merely temporary. The latter were left very 


properly to the discretion of the War Department; 
and for the former, the sums supposed to be ne- 


cessary for their construction were specifically | 
a, kag 


Instead of enumerating all of the | 


As the | 


n reference to the appropriation for ordnance, | 


the Senate receded from their amendment, leaving 
itat the sum approved by the Flouse. Two amend- 
ments came from the Senate, relative to the fort 
or the fortified barracks on the Red River of the 
North, and at Fort Cobb, Texas. The Senate 


nese 


receded from their appropriation; but since there | 


was no detailed estimate, nor any report to either 
House, of the character of the works supposed to 
be necessary, nor any very distinct recommend- 


‘ation by the Department of any works at those | 
places, an appropriation of $5,000 was inserted to | 


_in detail for the kind of fortification or barrack | 


enable the Department to make the surveys and 
determine on the sites and to prepare the estimates 


| needed at each of these places, with a direction to 


ofthe Army, which commission shall examine into the or- | 


ganization, system of discipline, and course of iustruction, 
ofthe United States Military Academy, with a view to as- 


certain what modifications or changes, if any, are desirable | 


in order that the Academy shall best accomplish the ebjects 


Of its establishment; that the said commission shall report | 


the result of its examination to the President of the Senate || 


and Speaker of the House of Representatives; that the 
commissioners from the Senate shall be appointed by the 
President of the Senate, those fromythe House of Repre- 
Sentatives by the Speaker of the House, and those from the 
Army by the President of the United States. 

“Ind be it further enacted, That the sum of $1,500 be, and 


the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the | 


Treasury not utherwise appropriated to defray the expenses || 


of said commission. 
That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
forty-niyth amendment of the Senate, and agree to the 


199 


| the information of the militia. 


the Secretary of War to, report these plans and 
estimates to Congress at the next session. 
The Senate have receded from their amendment 


for the supply of books on military tactics, for | 


It was thought 
best to wait until books approved by the Depart- 


ment shall be printed and ready for distribution. | 


The amendment for the Texas regiment was like- 
wise receded from by the committee of the Sen- 
ate. That strikes out $788,000. They likewise 


1 | receded, in their amendment on the fortifications, 
members of the House of Representatives, and two officers || 


from the sum of $406,000. 
The committee on the part of the House rec- 
ommend to the House to recede from their disa- 


ate. 
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pose, and restoring the amountasked by the Sen- 
They likewise advise the House to concur 
with the Senate in their amendment, nominally 
appropriating $5,000 to enable the Department to 
settle the accounts of certain quartermasters for 
supplies furnished by them to volunteers taken 
into the service of the United States in the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas. There is no appropriation of 
money actually required. The quartermasters on 
the spot, at the time, under orders of their supe- 
rior Officer, furnished volunteers with the supplies 
they needed. ‘There was no provision at that 
tume authorizing delivery of these supplies te any 
except the regular Army. It is necessary, there- 
fore, that there should bea provision of this kind, 
in order that the quartermasters may settle their 
accounts with the Department. The property has 
been already delivered, and consumed by the vol- 
unteers, ‘This provision is necessary to enable 
the officers of the Treasury to settle the accounts 
of the quartermasters expending the supplies, 
The House will remember that a day or two 
before the Senate sent us their amendments to the 
Army bill, the House had passed and sent to the 
Senate the fortification bill. The House, in deal- 
ing with the amendments of the Senate, assumed 
that their fortification bill indicated sufficiently 
the amounts that they were willing to appropri- 
ate; and the committee of conferencé, in order to 
save time, agreed upon that basis to enter into the 
consideration of the fortifications included in the 
Senate amendment; and the result of their inves- 
ligation on that subject is, that, while the Senate 
recede from an appropriation to the extent of 
$406,000, the House nominally agreed with the 
Senate inan appropriation of $735,000. The House 


| fortification bill appropriates some $630,000; and 


the difference, therefore, between the House ap- 
propriation for fortifications and that which the 
House committee of conference agree with the 
Senate committee of conference to recommend to 


| the two Houses, isthe difference between $630,000 


and $735,000—making a difference of a little over 
$100,000 on the amount the House had previously 
approved. 

The House committee likewise recommend to 
the House to recede from their disagreement to 
the Senate amendment providing for the payment 
of $18,900 to the State of Iowa for the expenses 
of her volunteers called out for the purpose of 
repelling Indian hostilities; and likewise to con- 
cur with the Senate in paying to ‘Texas $123,544, 
limited, however, to money which Texas has 
already herself, from her own treasury, paid to 
volunteers called out for the purpose of repelling 
Indian hostilities; and they likewise advised the 
House to concur with the Senate in appropriating 
$74,000 for the pay proper of volunteers called 
out by, and in the service of, the Territory of New 
Mexico. The case of lowa seems probably to 
be one which the House ought to agree to pay. 
The volunteers were required to meet a sudden 


| emergency, in the absence of United States troops. 


That of Texas is more doubtful; but we have on 
that the guarantee, at least, for the prudence and 
moderation of Texas, that she has already paid 


| out of her own treasury the amount which we 


propose to reimburse her; and the necessity of 
the case is in some sort guarantied by the fact 


| that General Smith had promised the authorities 


of Texas United States troops, but was unable to 
sent! them. It was supposed by the majority of 


| the committee that the Government was some- 


greement, and to concur with the Senate in their || 
amendment for the regular supplies of the quar- | 
termaster’s department, $140,000, which reinstates | 


the estimates of the Department. They likewise 
advised the House to concur in the Senate’s addi- 


| tion of $25,000 for the incidental expenses of the 


quartermaster’s department, which also restores 


the appropriation to the amount of the estimates | 


of the Department. They also advised the House 
to recede from its disagreement to the appropria- 
tion for the Carlisle barracks—making a variation 
of $4,000 in the sum appropriated for that pur- 


what committed to pay the volunteers of New 
Mexico, since they had alre: dy recognized them 
as being in the’service of the United States and 
had made an appropriation of $25,000 to meet 
their expenses. These facts make these three 
cases for payment of volunteers called out to repel 
Indian hostilities distinguishable from others con- 
sidered in the House, and voted down by the 
Hlouse. Under the circumstances, the majority 
of the committee, with whom I did not agree, 


| thought it reasonable and just to make these ap- 


propriations. : : 
I believe I have stated the material points of 
difference between the two Houses, and the mode 
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in which the committee attempted to reconcile 
them; and I now call the previous question on the 


report of the committee of conference. 


he previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the report was adopted. 

Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was ern moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

ry ° 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN, fromthe Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported back the amendments of the 
Senate to House bill No. 500, making appropri- 
ations for the naval service for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1861, with the recommendation that 
some be concurred in and others non-concurred 
in; and moved that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Me. SHERMAN. I move that all general de- 


. bate be terminated upon the amendments of the 


Senate when their consideration shall come up in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


| 
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' 
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I move that the rules be | 


suspended, and the House resolve itself into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Kexroae, of Illinois, in the chair.) 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The question before the 


committee is the consideration of the amendments | 


of the Senate to the Navy appropriation bill. 
First amendment of the Senate: 
Strike out *‘and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 


the Navy to cause a survey to be made by a board of two | 
naval officers, a naval constructor, anda chief engineer, of | 


the sailing vessels of the Navy, to ascertain which of them 
ean profitably be fitted up with auxiliary steam power; and 
that, in the expenditure of the money hereby appropriated, 
he shall, so far as the same may be applied to sailing ves 
sels, employ the same, as far as practicable, in supplying 
such vessels with auxiliary steam power ;”’ and insert: 
Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy cause a care 
ful examination to be made by naval officers, engineers, 


and constructors into the condition of the sailing vessels of 


the Navy, and the cost of giving them, or any of them, full | 
steam power, together with the expediency of making such | 


change in view of the cost, condition, model, and general 


character of such vessels so altered; and that the report of 


such officers, together with the Secretary’s views thereon, 
be communicated to Congress at the next session of Con 
gresa. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
and Means 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


The Committee of Ways 
recommend a concurrence in the 


Second amendment: 


Page 9, line six, after the word “ Almanac,” strike out | 


** 825,000," and insert ** $15,000 5°" so that the clause will 
read: 


For preparing for publication the American Nautical 
Almanac, $15,000, 


The CHAIRMAN. The committee recom- 
mend a non-concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Third amendment: 

Page 9, iine seven, insert: 

For the preparation of the report of the results of the 
survey of the route between California and China, and of 
portions of the coast of Japan, $5,000. 





The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways | 


and Means recommend a non-concurrence, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means if this is not an appropriation for the pub- 
lication of the maps and charts prepared by Lieu- 
tenant Brooks? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Itis 

Mr.W ASHBURNE, of Illinois. Really, then, 
I hope the committee will concur in this amend- 
ment of the Senate. These maps are already 
prepared and ready for publication, and this is a 
very small amount for the publication of an im- 
portant work. Commerce ought to have the ben- 
efit of these charts. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I beg leave to say that this 
is a matter of very great importance to the coun- 
try, while the amount shee is very small, 
The route surveyed by Lieutenant Brooks is di- 
rectly in the track of our vessels engaged in the 
opening trade with Japan. 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Illinois. I understand 


I desire to | 





| an amendment. 


that two vessels have recently been lost for the |, simply wished to say a word in su 


want of these charts. 
Mr. BRANCH. 
This debate is all out of order. 


Mr. MORSE. Is it not in order to say a word | 


in reference to that amendment? 


The CHAIRMAN. It would be, by offering 


Mr. MORSE. I move to increase the amount 
five dollars. I wish to say that this survey has 
been finished for over a year, and Lieutenant 
Brooks has corrected a great many errors which 
exist upon the best of the old charts. There is 


| one point upon the coast of Japan where four 
ships have been lost within the present year, in 


consequence of both the latitude and longitude 
being laid down falsely upon the best charts. It 
is important that these corrections should be put 


before the country as soon as possible. There 


have also been some ledges of rock laid down ac- 
curately upon the newcharts. Now, if it was 
important to send out this expedition for this great 


|, object, why, it seems to me it is equally import- 


ant that we should publish the result; and unless 
the committee has not provided in some other 


way for putting the results of this survey before || 


the country, I think we ought to avail ourselves 
of this opportunity of doing it. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is but proper that I 


should say that the chief reason why the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means rejected the amend- 
ment was because it was an amendment put upon 
the naval appropriation bill. It does not relate 
to the ordinary naval appropriations for the next 
year, and we thought it proper to disincumber 


| this bill of all extrinsic matter. 


This appropriation is for the publication of the 
charts of Lieutenant Brooks, made some time 
ago—more thana year ago, believe. Wethought, 
if an appropriation was to be made for this pur- 
pose, it ought to be done after a reference of the 
matter to the Committee on Naval Affairs, anda 
report from that committee in its favor. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. _I will state 


, to the gentleman that this matter was referred to 


the Committee on Commerce, and fully considered 
by them, and I was instructed to move this as an 
amendment originally to the naval appropriation 
bill. Idid it; but the committee ruled it out of 
order. I approve of the general policy of the 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, | 


asa general thing; but I think this isa case which 
ought to constitute an exception, and I hope the 
committee will concur in the Senate amendment. 

Mr.SHERMAN., Everybody approves of the 
policy, they say, of éxehtlling these things from 


| general appropriation bills, but nobody sustains 


| that polic 


by their action. 
Mr. WINSLOW. 
from the Senate, and therefore it is not within the 
rule of the House. 
Mr. SHERMAN. It is within the spirit of the 


| rule that all matters looking to original legislation 


shall be excluded from appropriation bills. 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
the Senate, and we have uniformly considered 
these amendments in order. 

Allow me to say that we sent gentlemen ex- 
pressly to make these surveys. ‘Vhe results are 
of the highest importance to the Government and 
the country, and the result shows that there are 
gross errors in all the charts both of the French 
and English Governments, which this survey has 
corrected. 

Mr. SHERMAN. To show the manner in 
which many of these amendments are put upon 
our bills, | willstate that thisamendmentis founded 
upon a letter of Licutenant Brooks to the Secre- 


tary of the Navy, indorsed by him, and sent to | 


the Committee on Commerce of this House. As 





to the value of the charts, or as to how much they 
will cost, we have had no estimates; and I sub- 
mit whether the Committee of Ways and Means 
ought to be compelled to act upon these matters 
unless they have estimates submitted to them from 
the Treasury Department. 

Mr. WI SLOW. That is but an evidence of 
the truth of what has been said in this House re- 
peatedly—that such matters should be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MORSE, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


I rise toa question of order. 


But this amendment comes |! 


Sut that is not the rule of | 


e 
Ne 


Se ee 


0 
|, action of the Committee of Ways a a 
| touching this matter. Thisamendment provides 
_ an appropriation of $5,000 for the publication of 
these charts. There has not come to the Com. 
. 3 . e l- 
| mittee of Waysand Means from the Secretar of 
the Treasury, nor from the Secretary of the Navy 
any estimates whateverasto theamount of mons: 
itwillcost. Ihave no doubt that if we pass this a. 
propriation of $5,000, the amount of money which 
will actually be taken from the Treasury, befor 
| we have done with the matter, will be at least 
$25,000. Now, in the first place, they only ask 
a specific and particular amount; that is to say 
$5,000; but next session there will be an appro. 
priationasked tocomplete the publication of these 
various works. 

We are, then, to publish extra copies, to ep. 
able each member of Congress to send to their 
constituents fifteen or twenty, or thirty or forty 
copies; and, by the time we get through, it will 
| cost us from twenty-five to thirty thousand do}. 

lars. We have had no recommendation of it from, 
the Navy Department; nothing but a communica. 
tion from Lieutenant Brooks to Secretary Toucey 
There is no necessity for the publication of these 
charts. ‘The only suggestion of such a thing js 
| that made by the gentleman from North Caro. 
lina, [Mr. Winstow,] that errors have been dis. 
covered in the existing charts of the great track 
of vessels between our Pacificcoast and the coasts 
of Chinaand Japan; and that itis very importan 
to correct the French and English errors on that 
subject, and give the world the benefit of the ex- 
amination of our officers. 
1 would have no objection to vote for an appro- 
_priation of $5,000 for this purpose; but every 
member knows that, at next session, another ef- 
| fort would be made for an additional appropria- 
| tion, and that an additional appropriation would 
be made. The number of volumes will be ip- 
creased for distribution among the people. | 
think the action of the Committee of Ways and 
Means should be sustained. 

Mr. WINSLOW. The reason why this thing 
was not recommended by the Secretary of the 
Navy was, that Lieutenant Brooks only came 
| back to this country a few weeks ago, in com- 
pany with our friends, the embassadors of the 
Tycoon; and therefore this thing could not hav: 
got on the annual estimates. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I ask my friend from 
| North Carolina whether the Secretary of the Navy 
has asked, anywhere, that this appropriation 
should be made ? 

Mr. WINSLOW. The Secretary of the Navy 
could not have asked for it, as Lieutenant Brooks 
only returned some weeks ago with the embassa- 
dors. 

Mr.CRAWFORD. Then Lieutenant Brooks 
sent in this letter? 

Mr. WINSLOW. Yes. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. And why did not theSec- 
retary of the Navy, or the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, recommend it to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, or to the Naval Committee of either 
|| House? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can say that the letter of 
the Secretary of the Navy does recommend it. 

Mr. CRAW FORD. Five thousand dollars? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes. ; 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Well, if that is all thatis 
required, | have no objection. I withdraw my 
/ amendment. 

The question was taken; and the Senate amend- 
| ment was concurred in. 

Fourth amendment: 

For engraving charts of the survey of Behring’s straits, the 
North Pacific ocean, and China seas, under the direction ot 
the Secretary of the Navy, $9,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
amend by increasing the amount ten dollars. 
| hope the committee will concur in the amendment 
of the Senate. It is the proposition which | en- 
| deavored to get gp when the bill was before the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and it was then ruled out of order. + 
Mr. SHERMAN. This is a proposition to 
appropriate $9,000 for the pepicnion of twelve 

chartz, which are to cost $750 each. It is only 








Mr. CRAWFORD. I move toamend the Sen- |! part ofa series of charts, many of which will come 


ate-amendment by reducing the amount $100. 


I | hereafter. Ihavea table here, showing that twelve 
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have been engraved, twelve are ready for engrav- 
and there is quite a long list here of charts to 
\ e replotted. Ag 

Mir. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There is no 
joubt about that. The Government sent out its 
officers, and had these surveys made. ‘They are 
of yast importance to the commerce of the coun- 
try, from which all the revenue of the country is 
derived; and certainly there is no duty more in- 
cumbent upon Congress than the duty of pub- 
jishing these charts. [I feel no personal interest 
about this matter; but I think it should be acted 
on. We have gone to very gfeat expense in 
having these surveys made, and now it only awaits 
this small appropriation to have these charts pub- 
ished. 

lst, SHERMAN. 


days of the session, if we allow the Senate to in- 
cumber us with them, there is, as a matter of 
course, an end of the ordinary legislation of 
the House. The committee may do as it pleases 
about it. Sh aail . 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. This is a 
matter that has not been sprung upon the House. 
It was introduced here, and went to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, where it received a full and 
thorough examination; and I was directed by that 
committee to move it as an amendment to this bill 
when it came before the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. I now withdraw my 
amendment. 


Mr.QUARLES. I move toamend by reducing | 


the appropriation to one dollar. Ido hope that 
this Government will not launch any further into 
this public printing business. If you pass this 
appropriation, no one can tell where it will end. 


At the next session of Congress an additional | 
appropriation will be asked for the same thing; | 


and we will be told that itis just to complete what 
has beenalready commenced. ‘The argument will 
be then, that, if we do not make it, this appropria- 
tion of $9,000 will have been thrown away; just 
as we are told now, that unless we make this ap- 
propriation, Our expenditure on this survey will 
lave been thrown away. This system of pub- 
lishing books by the General Government of the 
United States is, in my opinion, entirely wrong. 
The Government might as well have a farm as 
havea book-publishing concern. It mightas well 
go into any other department of industry—keep 
agrocery, or anything else. All these things are 
jobs gotup by particular parties around this Cap- 
itol, Ido hope that the recommendation of the 
Committee of Ways and Means will be adopted, 
and that the Senate amendment will be non-con- 
curred in, 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I differ en- 
trely with the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. 
QuARLES.] 
Government to aid commerce in the manner in 
which it has been aided by this expedition to the 
coasts of Japan and China. 


department of the Government, and when import- 
antdiscoveries are made, I hold that these discov- 
eries Should be made known to the world. They 
are expeditions made in the interest of commerce, 
and for the benefit, not only of ourselves, but of 
the whole world; and I conceive it to be a mean 
and ignoble policy, behind the age, when we have 


made such large expenditures forsucha useful pur- | 
pose as that, to conceal the results from the world. 


The American people will never approbate such 
narrow-minded policy. We have been the pi- 
oneers In opening commercial relations with some 
of the most distant parts of the world. We have 
recently opened the long-closed Entpire of Japan, 
and have entered into active commercial inter- 
course with China. Are we to conceal all the 
results of our enterprise and explorations from 
the world ? _ It would be mean and ignoble in such 
& great nation to do so; and I therefore do trust 


that, as we sent out this expedition and made dis- | 


coveries most important to commerce, we will not 
hesitate to make them known to the world. 

Mr. BURCH. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, I will occupy the bal- 
anceof his time. It seems to me that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee has adduced no good argu- 
ment why this appropriation should not be made. 

€ says that weare now appropriating $5,000 for 
the preservation of a certain work. ‘The gentle- 


7 : nie 
‘| man does not seem to know th 


I have only to say that if || 
we allow these things to be thrown in on the last || 


| priation $500. 





I believe it is the duty of this | 
| seat of Government. 


When we send out | 
expensive expeditions, with the assent of Con- | 
gress, and under the supervision of the proper | 


|| propriate. 
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at, unless these || illustrates the action of this House. Lam op- 


charts are published and given to the world, so |! posed, therefore, to this appropriation, and op- 


that sailors navigating the seas nay be governed | 
by them, the whole expenditure heretofore made | 
is entirely lost and without avail to the Govern- 
ment. I understand that recently, in consequence 
of the non-publication of these charts, several ves- 
sels have been wrecked on the Pacific. It is but 


a small appropriation; and it certainly is not for | 
the purpose of preserving a work, but for the pur- || 


pose of giving to the whole commercial world a 
cnowledge of these surveys. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
wrecked ? 

Mr. BURCH. 


thing about navigation, he knows that charts in- 


found, and enable them to avoid them. 


The amendment to the amendment was dis- | 


agreed to. 


The amendment of the Senate was then con- | 


curred in. 
Fifth amendment: 


For the removal of the naval monument from the west | 


front of the Capitol to the grounds of the Naval Aca lemy, 
at Annapolis, $1,500. 


Mr. BONHAM. I move to increase the appro- 
0. My object is simply to bring to 
the notice of the House what I did not know 
until a day or two since, and what the House 
may not be aware of, that that monument does 
not belong to the Government. It belongs to the 
Navy; and all that they ask is a little assistance 
to remove it. 
to give them $1,500. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
this application come? 

Mr. BONHAM. It comes from the Navy. 

Mr. MAYNARD. And those interested in the 
monument desire its removal? 

Mr. BONHAM. They desire to remove it. I 
now withdraw my amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I move to in- 
crease the amount $100. 1 do not know from 
what quarter this application comes. 

Mr. BONHAM. I will inform the gentleman. 
Captain Ingraham, who is the head of some de- 
partment here 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I was going 
on to say that it had always occurred to me that 
that monument on the west side of the Capitol 
was nosort of improvement to the public grounds. 
You have the monument in a pond of water with 
a few fish; and it seems to me, certainly, that it 
would be much better to remove it to the naval 
school. 1 think it would be much more in keep- 
ing with the character of the monument itself to 
place it at Annapolis, than to have it here at the 
It certainly cannot be con- 
sidered, by any gentleman who has proper taste 
on the subject, any improvement of the public 
grounds in its present location, right in the midst 
of the water. I hope, therefore, the amendment 
of the Senate will prevail. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I think myself that 


a naval monument in the water is peculiarly ap- 





memorates the illustrious and gallant deeds of the 


sailor ought to have its base laid in and washed | 


by the ocean waves. [Laughter.] 
But, sir, I consider the monument itself a beau- 


tiful piece of architecture. lt commemorates, cer- | 
| tainly, one of the most brilliant achievements of 
| our naval history. 
civilians can look upon it; and they do sce it, and || 


Where it is the world sees it; 


pause to admire, not only the fish, but the mon- 
ument, and the event which it commemorates. 
Sir, carry it to Annapolis—that out-of-the-way 


place, which is more known to history than to the | 


living generation—and who will see it there? I 
know that there is a naval school] there, and one 
person from each congressional district gets there 
now and then; but who will see it?) Not one in 
fifty thousand of the American people will see it; 
not one in fifty thousand will have the gratifica- 
tion of looking upon that beautiful piece of work- 
manship; not one in fifty thousand will have their 
reminiscences freshened of that illustrious act. I 
think, therefore, that the monument had better 
remain where it is; and that we had better save 
this little modicum of $1,500, trifle as it is, in the 
reckless squandering of the public treasure which 


I would ask the | 
gentleman if charts keep vessels from being 


If the gentleman knows any- | 


I think we might very well afford || 
} 


From what quarter does | 


I think that amonument which com- | 





yosed to any disturbance of that monument. [t 
1as been so long there that it has become, as it 
were, a part and parcel of the Capitol itself. 

Mr. BONHAM. I would like ty ask the gen, 


tleman what right the Government has to that 


| monument, ar from the fact that they own 


the land on which itstands? It was built by the 
Navy and belongs to the Navy. If the gentleman 
from Virginia wants it to be surrounded by the 


| sea or by water, let it be sent to Annapolis, or to 


some other place, where it may have such sur- 
roundings. At any rate, let us take it from the 
pond where it is placed) For myself, 1 would be 
willing to appropriate $1,500 to have it taken 


| away, no matter where it was taken to. 
form navigators where reefs of rock are to be || 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, sir, de gusti- 
bus non disputandum. | prefer to have it remain. 
The gentleman says that the Navy built it, and 
that it belongs to the Navy.: Sir, the time was 
when the Navy belonged to the Government, 
though I believe that of late the relations have 
been reversed. ‘The Goverument seems to belong 
to the Navy, and the Army, and to the specula- 
tors about the Capitol; for generally none of them 
come here who do not feather their nests, sooner 
or later, at the Government expense. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
| agreed to. 

The amendment of the Senate was non-con- 
curred in. 

Sixth amendment: 

Add at the end of the bill as follows: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That pursers in the 
Navy of the United States shall hereajter be styled “ pay- 
masters ;’? and that all the laws and regulations applying to 
| them as pursers, and all the responsibilities and obligations 

attaching to them as such, shall remain in full force, and 
continue to apply to them under the title of “ paymasters.” 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence in the amendment, with the 
following amendment: 

At the end of said amendment add as follows: 

Ard thatthe payments heretofore made to pursers’ clerks 
at the navy-yards of Charlestown, New York, and Norfolk, 
under appropriations made by Congress, at the rate of 3750 
per annum, are hereby confirmed, and that the pay of pur- 
sers’ clerks at these navy-yards shall be continued at the 
rate of $750 per annum. 

Mr. BRANCH. I rise to a question of order. 
The amendment proposed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means is not germane to the amend- 
ment of the Senate, and is a change in the exist- 
ing law in relation to pursers’ clerks. It is there- 
fore, under the rules of the House, out of order 
to an oe bill. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I hope my friend from North 
Carolina will not insist upon his point of order. 
It is really one of the most just and righteous 
proponent ye ee House. 
| | hope it will not be defeated upon a point of 


|| order. 


Mr. BRANCH. Well, sir, if this is so just a 
claim, itis wonderful that it has slept for the whole 
session, ant! should now come here in the last 
hours of the session on an appropriation bill, when 
there can be no opportunity of debate or consid- 
| eration. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 1 will suggest that this 
amendment was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole by the House, and cannot therefore be 
ruled out upon a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state, the 
amendment having been offered in the House, and 
referred by the House to this committee, the Chair 
therefore decides that the question of order is not 
well taken. 

Mr. BRANCH. Do I understand that this 

| amendment was offered in the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was reported to the 
House by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with the bill, and both referred to the Committee 

| of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BRANCH. If that be the fact, of course 
my point of order is not well taken. All I have 
to say is, that it is a very unusual mode of pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. SHERMAN. lask the gentleman from 
North Carolina to allow me to say that it isa 
somewhat unusual course of proceeding; and I 
would never have consented to it but for the fact 
that it is a case of very peculiar hardship. The 
law allows the pursers’ clerks in these three navy- 
yards only $500 a year. Bya mistake of the dis- 
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bur sing officers of the Government, they have been 
paid $750 a year; and these clerks will be com- 
pelled to refund the amount of $250 each, unless 
they are relieved by the action of the Government. | 

Mr. BRANCH. If that be the fact, I am re- | 
joiced that my objection was not well taken. 

The amendment reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means was agreed to. 

The Senate amendment, as amended, was then | 
concurred in. 

Seventh amendment: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, to enable the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay such sans as may be found | 
due to the judges of the district court of the United States | 
for the State of Calitornia, on the setlUement of their ac- | 
counts, for extra compensation and salaries, under pro- | 
vision of the seventh section of the act entitied “An act to 


define and reguiate the jurisdiction of the district court of | 


the United States for Caliiornia, in regard to the survey 
and location of confirmed private land claims,” approved 
Jume 14, 1860, the sum of 822,000, or so much thereot as 


may be necessary to make the payments as aloresaid, be, | 


and the same is hereby, appropriated. 

The Commitice of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a non-concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr. BURCH. I desire to ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means the reason 
of the committee for recommending a non-con- 
currence? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is already provided for 
by law, and this amendment is therefore unne- 
cessary. 

The amendment of the Senate was non-con- 
curred in. 

Eighth amendment: 

See. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sum of $5,000 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended 
under the jOint resolution passed the 26th of February, 1857, 
to prevent the counterfeiting of the coins of the United 
States. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is already provided 
for in the legislative bill, and | wonder that the 
Senate should have overlooked the fact. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The remaining amend- 
ments all relate to the same subjeet—to what is 
known as the Chiriqui coal contract. IT ask that 
they may be all considered together. 

No objection being made, the following amend- | 
ments of the Senate were read, and considered as | 


one amendment: 
Ninth amendment: 
Sec. 6. and he it further enacted, That the sum of 


$300,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to enable 
the President to carry into eflect a conditional contract, 
made on the 2lst day of May, 1859, between Isaac Toucey, 
the Secretary of the Navy of the United States, and Am 

brose W. Thompson and the Chiriqui Linprovement Com 

pany, for securing coal for the use of the United States 
Navy, and certain other privileges named in said contract, 
on the Chiriqui lagoon and the harbor of Golfito, in the Re- 
public of Granada. 


Tenth amendment: 


Sec. 7. .&nd he it further enacted, That no portion of the | 
stim hereby appropriated shall be paid overto said Thomp 
son, his agent or agents, or any agent of said company, 
until the President of the United States shall be satisfied 
of the full and perfect title of the said Thompson and the 
said Chiriqui Improvement Company to all the rights and | 
privileges which they propose to lease and guaranty to the 
use of the United States, and of the right so to lease the 
sume; nor until the President of the United States is sat 
isfied that the coal at the Chiriqui lagoon is suitable for 
naval purposes, and exists there in sufficient quantity to 
afford an ample supply, agreeably to said contract. 

Sec. 8. and be it further enacted, That $100,000 of the 
sum hereby appropriated shall be paid to the said Thomp 
son or the said Chiriqui company, within ten days after 
the President shall have become satisfied in regard to the 
quantity and quality of the said coal at said lagoon, and the 
validity of the tithes of said ‘Thompson or said company 
thereto, and after the lands contemplated in said contract | 
have been selected by the United States, and their use | 
granted for the benefit of the same by said Thompson or said 
company ; $100,000 more after the said Thompson or the 
said company, their agents or successors, have expended 
bona fide $20,000 in opening and improving said mines; 
and the remainder of the sum herein appropriated, after the 
mine or mines affording the most suitable coal for marine 
purposes of the United States shail be in full operation, and 
in such manner as to supply all the eoal required by the 
Navy Department at that point, and also at the harbor of 
Golfite, on the Pacific, after the construction of a railroad 
across the Isthmus of Chiriqui. 

Sec. 9. .And be it further enacted, That the United States 
shall acquire no right of sovereignty over any territory in 


tions of war over such territory, under or by virtue of the 
contract named in this act, unless (he same be voluntarily | 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways | ings under their laws, and which also, 


and Means recommend a non-coneurrence in the 
amendments of Yie Senate just read. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I move the following asa 
substitute for the amendments of the Senate: 

That the sum of $300,000 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, to enable the President to carry into effect a 
conditional contract made on the 2ist day of May, 1859, be- 
tween Isaac Toucey, the Secretary of the Navy of the 
United States, and Ambrose W. Thompson and the Chiriqui 


| improvement Company, tor securing coal for the use of 


the United States Navy, and certain other privileges named 
in the said contract, on the Chiriqui lagoon and the harbor 


| of Golfito, in the Republic of New Granada, upon the com- 


pletion and fulfillment of the conditions hereinafter stated. 
Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That no portion of the 
sum hereby appropriated shall be paid over to said Thomp- 


| son, his agent or agents, or any agent of said company, 


until the President of the United States shall be satisfied of 
the full and pertect tithe and authority of the said ‘Thomp- 
von and the said Chiriqui Improvement Company to con- 


struct and maintain a railroad from said Chiriqui lagoon | 


to the harbor of Golfito, on the Pacific ocean, and to all the 
rights aud privileges which they propose to lease and guar- 
anty tothe use ot the United States; nor until the Gov- 
ernment of the United States is satisfied that the coal at the 
Chiriqui lagoon is suitable for naval purposes ; nor until, 
upon an actual survey under bis authority and direction, 
the Secretary of the Navy has ascertained that the mine 
or mines proposed to be conveyed or leased have been act- 
ually opened and worked by said company,and are good and 
practicable working mines, capable of furnishing a supply 
of coal tor the use of our Navy ; nor until a good commnu- 
nication by railroad has been established between said 
mines and the Pacific, at the harbor of Golfito. 

Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That $100,000 of the 
sum hereby appropriated shall be paid to the said Thomp- 
son, or the said Chiriqui company within ten days alter 
the President shall have become satistied, by an actual sur- 
vey and examination, by competent engineers under his 
direction, in regard to the quantity and quality of said coal 


at said lagoon, and the validity of the tithes of said ‘Thomp- | 


son or said company thereto, and the actual opening and 
working by them of at least one coal mine which said en- 
ginecr or engineers shall determine to be capable of turnish- 
ing our Navy with a supply of good coals, and suitable for 
naval purposes, at a cost not cxceeding the present cost of 


, coal on the stations to be supplied theretrom, and after the 


lands contemplated in said contract have been selected and 
surveyed by the United States and their use granted tor the 
benefit of the same by said Thompson or said company and 
his or their title thereto completed by an unconditional 
graut by the New Granadian Government to him or them 5 
$100,000 more after the said Thompson or the said com- 


| pany, their agents or successors, have actually commenced 


the delivery of coal of good quality, as atoresaid, to the 
agents of this Government and have delivered to them from 
the said mines not less than five thousand tons, and the re- 
mainder of the sum herein appropriated after the mine or 
mines affording the most suitable coal for naval purposes 
of the United States shall be in full operation and in such 
manner as to supply all the coal required by the Navy De- 


) partinent at that point, aud also at the harbor of Golfito, on 


the Pacific, after the construction of a railroad across the 


} Isthmus of Chiriqui, from said Chiriqui lagoon to the said 
harbor of Golfito, by said Chiriqui Improvement Company 


| 

New Granada, nor any right to transport troops or muni- i] 
it 

i} 

' 


eonsented to by the Republic of New Granada. 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendments relate 
to the same subject; and, if there be no objection, | 
they will be considered together. 

here was no objection. 


us aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. and be it further enacted, That the United States 
shall acquire no right of sovereignty over any territory in 
New Granada, nor any right to transport troops or muni- 
tions of war over such territory, under or by virtue of the 
contract named in this act, unless the same be voluntarily 
consented to by the Republic of New Granada; and until 
such consent shall be procured to our occupation and use 
of said coal mines, and to the ownership by this Govern- 
ment of the said five thousand acres of land proposed to be 
granted for naval stations and coal depots, and to the trans- 
portation of our troops, munitions of war, and other public 
property over the said railroad, so built by said company 
as aforesaid, no part of said $300,000 shall be paid; and 
the assent of said Thompson and the Chiriqui company 
shall be obtained by the Secretary of the Navygo the mod- 


ifications of the contract with them hereinbefore made, | 


before any proceedings shall be taken by him under said 
contract and this act. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I should like to know some- 
thing about this Chiriqui Improvement Company. 


| Has itany connection with the opening of Indian 


graves in Central America, in search for gold ? 
Mr. SEDGWICK. Mr. Chairman, the origin 
of this company 1s this: the Chiriqui Improve- 
ment Company is a private mining corporation 
chartered by the State of Pennsylvania, first char- 
tered as a mining company in Central America; 
then, by an amendment of its charter, authorized 
to prosecute its business in the island of Cuba; 
and then, by subsequent alteration, which at the 


same time destroyed personal responsibility, 


which was imposed in the first charter, authorized 


_ to carry on its business in this province of Chiriqui. 


They claim to have acquired, by assignment from 
Ambrose W. Thompson and other persons in the 
province of Chiriqui, the right, in the first place, 
to a large quantity of public land; in the second 
slace, thé right to construct a railroad from a har- 

or on the Atlantic side, toa harbor on the Pa- 
cific side of the isthmus. They claimed under 
their charter the right also to hold certain coal 
mines which have been discovered in that coun- 
try, the title to which was acquired by proceed- 
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_ claim, has been assigned to this company, |; 
: . n 


| May, 1859, the Secretary of the Navy entered 

_ into thiscontract. . This 1s referred to in the g, 

|| retary’s annual report; and in that report oe 
not claim to have acquired any right to coal 

| he claims to have acquired first, subject to 4) 

| approval of Congress, the right to transport troon, 

| and munitions of war of the United States actoog 
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| the roadway granted to this company. 
Now, as J have but a moment to speak in ref. 
| erence to this subject, I will answer, in relation 
to that claim, this: that by the concession 1, 
Thompson from the province of Chiriquimand tha: 
| cession is printed at length in the report of = 
| majority of the Commitice on Naval Afairs—thic 
| company is, by the express letter of the erant 
(article six,) prohibited from granting to any fae. 
| eign Government the right which the Secretary 
|| of the Navy claims to have acquired ere 
| In the next place, he claims to have ace 
_oris about to acquire, by that contract 
| harbor rights in the harbors of Chiriqui opposit 
|| each other—the one upon the Adantic, and tho 
| other upon the Pacific side. He also claisps y» 
| have acquired the title to five thousand acres of 
land for the purpose of establishing naval stations 
and coal depots. 

The answer to that is, that by the agreement 
with ‘Thompson, the original concession from the 
|| province of Chiriqui gave him the land which he 
|| owns, if at all, upon the condition that within » 
'| certain time he should complete the road from t) 

_ city of David, the capital of Chiriqui, to the la- 
| goons of Chiriqui, upon the opposite side: th, 
|} road to be made in a solid manner, suitable to thy 
|| passage of wheeled vehicles. Prior to the acqui- 

| sition of the tide, he had the right to take posses- 
| sion of the lands, and to have them put into pos- 
| Session, upon being surveyed by the Government, 

at the expense of the company. But there is no 

evidence, and the fact does not exist, as I under- 
stand, that these lands have ever been selected 
by him; that not one acre has ever been surveyed 
by him under that conditional contract, or that 
he has ever acquired title by grant to any part of 
the lands to which he might, it he fulfilled the con- 
| tract, acquire tile. So that he has not any title 
| to convey, nor has the Chiriqui company. 

Nor is there any evidence that any of these 
lands, which were to be the public and unoccu- 
pied lands of the province, come near or are sit- 
|| uated upon these harbors upon either side of the 
/isthmus. And if they were, the idea of a Gov- 
ernment like ours acquiring in the harbor of a for- 

eign Power, by the purchase at private hands, 
| the right of a naval station, is too absurd, | think, 
| to be presented to the American Congress. [tis 
| precisely this proposition: thata foreign Power— 
England or France—by the purchase of a farm 
| upon Staten Island, in the harbor of New York, 
| 


{uired, 
» Certain 








acquires harbor rights in the harbor of New York 
and the right to fortify a naval station within the 
| limits of this Government. 
| [Here the hammer fell.] 
| Mr. MORSE obtained the floor. 
| Mr. BURCH. I would like to ask the gentle- 
| man from New York a question. I desire to know 
whether the amendment which he has offered 1s 
|| recommended by the Committee on Naval Af- 
| fairs, and whether they have had this subject 
under consideration at all? 

Mr. MORSE. I believe Iam entitled to the floor. 
| I regret that we are limited to only five-minute 
| specches upona subject of such great commercial 
importance to the whole country. 1 would like to 
answer my colleague on the committee, [Mr.Sep¢- 
| wick,] fully and in detail, upon all the points to 
| which he has referred. This subject was, atan early 
day, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
That committee went into a long, laborious, and 
»atient investigation of the whole subject. They 
aye had all the original tides before them; butt 
is impossible here, in the Congress of the United 
States, under a rule which limits debate to only. 
a few minutes, to go into a full investigation of 
the titles to those lands. I must content myself, 
therefore, by saying that they have undergone a) 
| investigation in the Cabinet, and the Attorney 
General has certified to the validity of those titles, 
and here it is, published in the report of the ma- 
jority of the committee. Here is the majority 
report with all the important papers in the case, 
with maps of the harbors. 1 regret that mem: 
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have not had time to give ita careful exam- 
tion, for I feel confident the more any sensible 
pe looks into the subject, the more the magni- 
pe of this great commercial route across this 
yan to the Pacific will appear to him. 

When the subject was first before the Attorney 
General the original titles had not been seen by | 
jim, only translations without seals. He re- 
-gamined the case with these original titles in | 
ish, properly sealed and authenticated, before 
and gave an unqualified opinion in favor of | 
the legality and soundness of the grants, We | 
have not only the opinion of the law officer of the 
United States certifying to the validity of Mr. 
Thompson’s title, but the minister plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of New Granada to the United 
States; and here is his letter, certifying unqual- 
edly and strongly to the validity of the titles, 
and to the power of the province of Chiriqui, | 
jer their constitution, to make the grants. The 


bers 


Span 
him, 


ull 


iiles to lands around the harbors came from in- || 


dividuals, and are at once complete and without 
condition. The grants to the land along the road 
were made by the province of Chiriqui, and are, 
of course, made conditionally and by sections, as 
jortions of the road are completed. A full and 
perfect title to sell, covered by the grant from har- 
hor to harbor across the isthmus, will not be given 
until the road stipulated for in the agreement is 
completed. Portions of the road have already 
been completed. Mr. Thompson has spent large | 
sums of money there in securing his rights, per- 
feeting his titles, and in opening the road. A 
wagon can go over aboutthirty miles of the road, 
and the mail of that part of New Granada is car- 
ried upon it. 

Now, sir, as to the soundness of these grants, 
when we have the official opinion of your law 
officer, and the well-considered and formal opin- 
ion of the minister of New Granada to the United 
States affirming their legality and binding force; 
when we have incidentally the ratification of those 
titles by the Government of New Granada itself, 


making power of New Granada to their binding 
force, it 1s hardly worth while to come in here and 


court; and especially when the amendment of the 


Senate says that not one cent of money shall be || 


aid until the President—which means the Pres- 
ident and his council, the Cabinet—is satisfied of 


coal exists there of the right quality for use in our | 
steam vessels, and in ample quantities to supply 
ail the United States want in that locality. That 
is, of itself, a sufficient answer to all these objec- 
tions, and to all that has been said by she gentle- 
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| 


the only one of much consequence on this conti- 
nent; and yet our steam marine, except that en- | 


gaged coastwise, is fast disappearing from the 


_ ocean; and that of ourgreatrival England is taking 


|| its place, 


| up almost in spite of our Government. 


We have neglected almost everything 
that tends to strengthen us commercially, and our 
present immense sailing tonnage has been fought 


an opportunity to unite the trade*tand commerce 
of two great oceans by a railroad only eighty 


Here is | 


miles in length, running from one deep-water | 
harbor on one side of the continent, to another | 


on the other side; the only spot for the entire 
length of this continent where commerce, in its 


| enlarged sense, can be economically carried on 
| between the two seas; and rather than afford any 


\| indirect aid under a bill which perfectly secures 


| us against the possibility of loss to a project so 


hopeful of grand results to our whole country, 


we constitute ourselves into a court of disputants | 


to hagg!e over the forms of conveyance. 


Sir, we can never thus compete with the great | 
| maritime Powers of the earth, and build up a per- | 


manent commerce that will be an honor anda 
blessing to the whole land. It is not by holding 


| back and playing the sharper that we are to suc- 


|; across 


|| ceed in placing this commercial crown upon Amer- 
| ican brows now held out to us. 


condition as the great commercial Power on this 


Look at our | 


continent. Mexico, Central and South America, | 


have a trade, export and import, of nearly four 
hundred million dollars; and we, their neighbors, 
and where with proper facilities it would be the 
cheapest and most natural for them to conduct 
their trade, ect less than one seventh of it; the rest 
has followed the great steamboat lines of England 
the Atlantic. About seventy Spanish- 


American ports are accommodated by the Eng- | 


lish steam line from Southampton direct to the 
West Indies, and along the Spanish-American 
ports on both sides of the continent; and that ever 
sagacious Power has long had her cyes on this 


| spotas the only great commercial highway be- 
and on another occasion the assent of the treaty- || 
| isthmean harbors are all shallow, and the routes 
often, one side or the other, terminate at open 
cavilabout titles, like village lawyers ina justice’s || 


tween the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. The other 


roadsteads. ‘They will answer for passenger 
transits, but the want of good deep-water har- 


bors closes them against the general purposes of 


commerce, Harbors are as necessary for com- 


| mercial purposes as railroad facililies between 
the full and complete validity of the tide, and that || 


them. One is necessary to the other. Llere, all 
that is required for a great commercial transit 
appears to be most marvelously united, Nature 
has created capacious deep-water harbors—one 


| on the Atlantic, the other on the Pacific—and uni- 
| ted them by cutting an almost level path through 


man from New York. The Senate amendment || 


isthe bill reported to this House by a majority of 
the Naval Committee, and was thought to be so 
well guarded as to make it perfectly safe for the 
United States to enter into this arrangement. 

[ have here an official estimate from the proper | 
bureau showing that they will have to purchase 
this year, for the Gulf squadron alone, ten thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty tons of coal. The 
average cost and freight of this coal for the last 
ten years has been $11 60 per ton. Thisis to | 
place iton some landing-spot; then there is the 


rent for a place to keep it in, handling and putting || 


iton board of vessels, which will bring it to at 
least fourteen dollars per ton on the Atlantic side. 
If our hopes are realized, and the mines turn 
out as well as we have reason to believe they 
will, the Government will save, on the quantity 
wanted this year, for the Gulf squadron alone, | 
$100,000. The railroad from harbor to harbor 
will be only eighty miles in length, and when 
completed, coal can be delivered from the Chiriqui 
mines, at the Golfito, on the Pacific, for about 
six dollars per ton; and on the quantity which 
will be consumed the present year by the Pacific 
squadron we should save about one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars. As this is an eco- | 
nomical Congress, I hope it will feel the force of | 
the tots argument, if it will not pause to com- | 
prehend the vastly more important consideration | 
presented by the commercial view of the subject. 
But this question of saving on coal is one of 
minor consideration—a minor consideration when | 
you lnok to our condition as a commercial Power 
upon thiscontinent. Ourcommercial policy should 
be wiser and broader. The United States is one 
of the first commercial Powers of the earth, and | 
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| of it, and let us then appropriate or refuse the 


| company has been for nine y 
| put paving-stones on this roac 
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money. 

But it is said, that if we do not take it, some 
other Government will seize it; that we must 
hurry and take it now, that it is a good thing for 
us, and if we do not, that somebody else will grab 
it up and deprive us of it. Sir, that is the clamor 
of all speculators. When we wanted to capture 
Cuba, or buy it for $100,000,000, we were told 
that the French were waiting for it, and that the 
English were waiting for it, and if we did not get 
it the next day before breakfast time, they would 
seize it. This is the same kind of clap-trap argu- 
ment that has led to the wasteful expenditure of 
millions of the money of this Government. The 
ears attempting to 
to make a turnpike 


of it, instead of a railroad. The Governments of 


| England and France knew all about it for years, 


and if they wanted to buy it, [ suppose these pa-- 


| triotic gentlemen would not sell it to them, but 


that they would hold it over for the benefit of their 
own country, because they are patriots of the first 
water, And now, we are to be precipitated into 
this appropriation; and @f we do not afterwards 
carry it out, we are f be sued fora breach of 
contract. J think it is time to put an end to this 
whole thing, by an actual touch of the spear of 
Ithuriel and sending the angel out there. (Langh- 
ter. 

I desire to say a word, 
Mr. Chairman, in reference to the perfect title 


Mr. SEDGWICK. 


| which the chairman of the Committee on Naval 


Affairs says has been ascertained after the win- 
ter’s investigation. We have had this matter 
under consideration, and the chairman and the 
majority of the Committee on Naval Affairs have 
ascertained what they consider a tide, but from 
which a large minority of the committee dissent. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. How large a 
minority ? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. Three. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Two. 

Mr.SEDGWICK. No,sir; three. Twosigned 
the minority report, and another supports it. 

Now, sir, in reference to the certificate of the 
Attorney Gencral, I have this to say: that this 
question was presented to him, and his opinion 
was relied upon. It was presented to him in 
March, and he reported that this company had 
no title, and could not convey one, for seven rea- 
sons, which he stated. On the Ist of May, the 
Secretary of the Navy, in defiance of that opin- 


|| ion, entered into a contract, and on the Ith of 


the Cordilleras, and is now holding them out asa | 


gift to American commerce; and we stand here 


| chaffering about the form of the deeds, while gold 





' the whole amount. 





less purposes. 
true interests? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
amend the amendntent by striking out the original 
proposition and inserting the following: 

The sum of $5,000 is hereby appropriated to enable the 
President to appoint a commissioner to examine the route 
over which the Chiriqui company propose to build a rail 
road, who shall report fully on the titles of said company ; 


| is running in streams from the Treasury for use- | 
When shall we wake up to our | 


. - . | 
also On the existence and value of the coal mines and har- | 


bors at the termini of said route. 
This is another system, Mr. Chairman, of mak- 


ing appropriations in advance of knowledge; for || 


the Senate amendment provides that none of the | 
money shall be paid till you find out the facts || 


which you admit youdo not knownow. This is 
a speculation got up by a Pennsylvania company 
and sold to some broker in New York, who im- 
mediately sold it to the Government for $300,000; 
and he, together with some brokers here, pocketed 


to appropriate money, to know the facts on which 
it is tobe appropriated. My own private inform- 
ation, not from the sources that have been nego- 
tiating, is, that there is no coal there in the first 


lace; and in the second place that there is no har- | 


Although | 


or there—nothing but little lagoons. 
gentlemen may differ in their researches about 
this, yet the very fact of leaving it all open for the 


Now, I want, before I vote | 


President to determine, and of not having it sub- | 


mitted to Congress, shows that it is not suffi- 
ciently ascertained. I donot want to make an ap- 


propriation, and my vote shall never aid in doing | 
so, on such acontingency. Let us have a report || 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


May he got a new opinion from the Attorney 
General, in which the latter states that six of the 


| objections which were formal to the title, were re- 


moved by subsequent evidence. But he says that 
the seventh objection which he took to the title 
was not removed. Let me call the attention of the 
committee to what that objection is. The seventh 
objection is, that we cannot, without violating the 
law of nations, take and hold possession of such 


| property within a foreign country. 


That objection is not removed. That yet stands 


| as the opinion of the Attorney General, and you 


cannot, therefore, complete thatcontract without 
violating the law of nations. The more formal 
objections, he says, are removed, and that, in the 
view of the majority of the committee, shows a 
perfect legal title on the certificate of the Attorney 


| General. 


One thing further. Here is to be a great transit 
route, as our friend says, between two famous 
harbors on the Atlantic and Pacific. This com- 
pany has been in existence nine years, and they 
have got a path across the mountains, which a 


| mule can traverse, with an Indian guide preceding 


him, cutting down the underbrush with his ma- 
chete. They have got nothing more. The mo- 
ment a man steps from off that path, a venomous 


| serpent bites him, and he dies. That is the charac- 


ter of the country. My friend from Maine [Mr. 


| Morse] argues this question as if we were to have 


a great transit between these two harbors, and yet 
the Attorney General, on whose opinion they 
rely, says: 

‘It must also be recollected, that this grant for a road 
way does not include any right to make a railroad.” 

You have got no right to a railroad; you have 
got a right toa mule path, and the Secretary of 
the Navy isto pay $300,000 for the right to trans- 
port across the isthmus the Army of the United 
States and your munitions of war. 
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Now, then, as to the coal. The titles are ac- The CHAIRMAN. No such suggestion has 
quired in this way: there are no inhabiiants 6n || yet reached the Chair. 
any of the lands. A fewof the coast Indiansare || Mr. MORSE. If the Chair will entertain a 
settled there; and on the opposite side there is a set- || motion of that kind, I move to perfect the Senate 
tlement of about thirty Englishmen, who have | 
been there looking this matter over. ‘These are the || 
settlements; and the great mail of Granada, we | 
are told, is carried over this route, where persons 
on one side cannot, any of them, either read or 
write—a great mail! Now, look at these harbors || not seem to comprehend, is not to be killed by 
which this railroad is to connect. the keen satire or merciless ridicule of the gentle- 

Speaking from the map furnished by the chair- || man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,] nor be 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs, here || overthrown by the intemperate zeal of the gentle- 
[indicating it on the map] is the Isthmus of Chi- || man from New York, (Mr. Sepewick.}] This is 
riqui. Here is one of these harbors; and there, 
on the other side, is the harbor of Golfito. Here, 
at right angles with both, or rather, forming an 
equilateral triangle, is the city of David, more 
than one hundred miles from the harbor of Gol- 
fito; and this road, which the gentleman tells us 
is about to unite these two harbors, is further by 
the map at its southern terminus from the harbor | 
of Goifito than it is across the isthmus. There- 
fore it is that I put in my substitute that they 
shall establish their routgand build their railroad 
to the harbor of Golfitow The concession to 
Thompson, under which oor claim, starts this 

1e 


road at David, the capital of the province; itdoes || teenth article of the contract forbids him (Thomp- 
not touch the harbor of Gulfito; and no survey | son) from selling out his contract to build the 
has been made of that route by competent engi- || road to any foreign Government; and then goes 
neers, the result of which has been given to us; || on to try to fix the conviction on the House that 
and yet, upon sucha case as this, we are to sanc- |, Thompson has sold out to the United States, or 
tion an ill-advised, if not acorrupt,contract of the || made a conditional contract to do so. I am un- 
Secretary of the Navy, to build a road to carry || able to understand how the gentleman can tor- 
the munitions and troops of the United States 
over a peaceful country against the very letter of || ing. Nobody that I ever heard of pretends that 
the grant under which you claim. | he has any such right. The language of the con- 
Besides the grant which forbids the use of 
this road by the troops of a foreign country, it is || 
expressly declared in the eighteenth article of the || 
grant that Mr. Thompson may transfer his rights | 
under the concession to individuals or companies; | 
but he shall not transfer any of them to a foreign | 


Government. And yet, in the face of both these || tleman gets any authority for his statement. Here 
prohibitions against any right which we could || is this famous eighteenth article he talks so much 
acquire under that concession, the Secretary of || about: 

the Navy makes a contract, and asks Congressto || « Arr. 18. A. W. Thompson is fully authorized to trans- 
approve it, and to allow him to pay $300,000 for || fer the interest, properties and privileges, &c., which by 
the right of searching for coal where a coal mine 
never was opened, where no ton of coal ever was 
raised to the surface, and where no sensible man 
who will examine the report of the company’s 
own engineer upon the subject will say that there | 
is any probability, if there is any poser of || propose to transfer the franchise of his road, or 
ae = eat aan ' one arate || any of the rights memes from the province of 
e e se S provisions and mena $ | ‘hips : . . x] > a 
open a coal mine in South America, there is not || See ae eo oe 
a child capable of reading his letters who does | contracted to aeahraher eiehenh Seeaasts' tenn v4 
not know that every ton of coal that this Govern- || contain ah yo Me veal for a cuabhicainds 


ment, on its own responsibility, mines there will || Tr the United States ever want to send troops or 
cost at least $250, | munitions of war over the soil of New Granada, 
Here the hammer fell.] || on this road, to California, or anywhere else, they 
r. MORSE sought the floor. have two parties to treat with, and must obtain 
Mr. STEV os of Pennsylvania. T call fora |) ihe consent of both. They have arranged for 
vote on my amendment. . . - . 
Mr.SHERMAN. I move that the committee || ee aun eae 
rise for the purpose of terminating debate upon || ane er Silane of eanepeitingentiads letiiin 
this amendment in five minutes. and persons over it. But before the United States 
Mr. MORSE. I desire to offer an amendment. can use the right acquired of the Chiriqui company 


Mr. STANTON. Lhope my colleague will not for war purposes, the consent of the Government 
close debate so soon. Ido not understand this 


subject, and I wish to hear it discussed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Ido not think 
it would be fair to close debate now, when the 
action of the majority of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs has been so Coals assailed. 

Mr.SHERMAN., Very well; I withdraw my 
motion. 

Mr. MILLSON. If the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania desires a vote on his amendment, I sug- 
gest to him that he withdraw it for the present 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair supposes that 
such a motion is in order. 
| Mr. MORSE. I trust, sir, that this great meas- 


have nothing better to stand uvon. It is a ques- 


mon sense and to the fairness and judgment of 
hope, sir, that, although the gentleman from New 
York may attempt to raise a laugh against this 
measure by his fancy picture of mule transporta- 
tion, the members of this House will not be led 
astray by his imaginary difficulties or by his 
misstatements of the terms of the contract and 


One nation has no right to march its troops over 
the soil of another nation without the consent of 


er or Mr. Thompson deny this principle, 
and 


| Or companies, with the sole condition that the road shall 
be improved ; but in nocase can he transfer it to any foreign 
| Government.”’ 


Who proposes to do anything against the spirit 





other thing to be done after the road is ready for 
use. I take it for granted that the Government 
| of the United States knows that; that they are 
not utterly ignorant of the great law which gov- 
_erns the intercourse between civilized States, and 
we have no right to presume that there is a delib- 
| erate purpose to set it aside; but when the road is 


troops or munitions of war over it, the consent of 


|| Ne ranada, by treaty, will first be obtained. | 
and let the debate go on, so that we may under- || Mow Grantin, L oe 


| This consent is absolutely required by the Senate 
| amendment, which is precisely the House bill, 
\| : 
REV ENS atte Lat which I drew and reported to the House. The 
Mr. STEVENS, of I ennsylvania, Gentlemen | fourth section reads as follows: 
desiring to debate can just as well move to amend || 
inl bstitute «The United States shall acquire no right of sovereignty 
the original substitute. _ in some 4 : 
Ww > r : | over any territory in New Granada, nor any right to trans- 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The gentle- | port troops or munitions of war over such territory, under 
man from New York [Mr. Sepewick] offered a 


| or by virtue of this act, unless the same be voluntarily con- 
substitute for the Senate amendment. The gen- || seated to by this act.” 


tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens] has || The first step to be taken was to arrange for 
offered an amendment to hisamendment. Now, || Navy transportation; the second, if ever wanted, 
I submit that it is in order to perfect the Senate || will be to obtain the consent of New Granada to 
amendment, || pass trowps and munitions of war over her soil. 


stand something of the merits of this proposition, 
and then he can renew it. 


| or letter of this article? Does Mr. Thompson | ; 
| continent between the two harbors, and reports 


_ of New Granada must be obtained, and this is the | 


| ready for use, and our Government wants to send | 


GLOBE. 


amendment by increasing the appropriation $500. | 


| ure, the full magnitude of which the House do | 


|| a question which ought to raise men above that || 
| mode of attack generally resorted to by those who | 


_ tion which addresses itself to the pension com- || 


men, and not to their prejudice and passions, I | 


| land grants. The gentleman tells us the eigh- | 


ture the language of the contract into such a mean- | 
tract and the law of nations forbid such a sale. | 


that nation. I have never heard that the Chiriqui | 


am utterly at a loss to know where the gen- | 


| 





| 


~ 


H whose sound judgment in the premises ] 
| 
| 








_ June 19, 


| We cannotobtain a single foot of soil over w 
| her sovereignty extends to land coal u 
' out her consent. Now, what has bec 
gentleman’s argument, or rather asse 


hich 
pon, With- 
Ome of the 


ra rtion, that the 
company has sold out to the United States? 


1} 

| 

| The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr, Srr- 
|| vens] tells us there are no harbors there. that 
| they are mere inlets or creeks. Iam surpris d ~ 
| thisassertion. ‘The gentleman cannot have oe 
|, the slightest attention to the subject. Has a 
|, examined the English and French charts of , 
|| harbors, or read the reports made on the 


| English and French Governments? 


hose 
M to the 
: ; Let me tel] 
|| him that Admiral Barnet, of the English navy 

’ 


_ was there in a ship-of-war for two or three months 
| and made a minute survey of the entire harho,’ 
| which is over thirty miles long by eight or te; 

wide, and full of interior harbors, as the largest 
|| class ships may lie in perfect safety. The depth 
i of water through the main passage is twenty 
| fathoms, or one hundred and twenty feet, and its 
|| average depth throughout the main harbor is over 
|| twelve fathoms, and at many points the |arges; 
|| ships may lie in safety alongside the banks. Tio 
truth is, it is one of the best harbors in the world. 
The map published with the majority report is q 
copy of Captain Barnet’s map, of which I have 
_a London copy ordered to be published by act of 

Parliament. ‘The truth is, there is no such har- 
bor on the coast of Central America, and for 
| commercial purposes, nothing that approaches it, 
Golfito, on the Pacific coast, the other terminus 
of the company’s road, is also a fine deep-water 
|| harbor, though not so capacious as the Chiriqui 

lagoon, on the Atlantic side. It is, according to 
| the survey of Captains Colambel and Lallien, 

French naval officers, six miles long by one and 
a half wide, with an entrance about half a mile 


|| wide, where the water is over sixty feet in depth, 


with a sufficient depth throughout nearly all its 
interior for the largest class vessel. In several 
places there is found from three to five fathoms 
close to the shore. A careful survey of this har- 





|| bor was made by Captains Colambel and Lallien 
y Vay 


| by order of the French Government, and their 
| reportand chart published. Admiral Pelian was 


|| afterwards sent there, and fully confirmed the 


|| survey and statements of Colambel and Lallien. 
this grant he receives, to any person or persons, company | 








Their reports and the report of Captain Barnet to 
their Governments are published with the report 
of the majority, and gentlemen can examine them 
if they are so disposed. An English engineer has 
also made a reconnoissance for a road across the 





| to his Government that a railroad ean be easily 
| run across from shore to shore, of an easy grade, 
| without extensive cutting or expensive bridging. 

Licutenant Almy, of the United States Navy, 
visited the Chiriqui lagoon in the steamer Ful- 
ton, in 1858, by order of our Government. He 
says, in his report, that ** an unlimited number of 
vessels of the largest class can be anchored there 
at any and all times in perfect safety.’’ He con- 
firms all that Captain Barnet says of the liarbor, 
and calls his chart an admirable one. He also 
took coal from the mines of the lagoon, and had 
it tested on board his ship; and the engineers say 
itisa ‘* pure coal—semi-bituminous—similar to 
the Indiana cannel.”’ 

But, sir, it is a full and sufficient answer to all 
objections that not one cent of the sum appropr!- 
ated is to be paid until the Government is satisfied 
of the complete and perfect title to the mines, and 
| that the coal in them is of the desirable quality, 
| and abundant in quantity. It is idle, therefore, 
| to cavil about titles, and reject this measure of 
| public economy and necessity on the suspicion 
| that the title may prove defective. The bill pro- 
vides against any possibility of loss on the part 
of the Government. . 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I wish to op- 
| pose the amendment of the gentleman from New 
| York. 
| Mr. Chairman, I did not propose to take part 
_in this discussion, preferring to leave it in the 
| hands of the able chairman of the Naval Commit 

tee, who is more fully posted upon the subject, 
and has given it a great deal of attention, ane on 
lave 
very much relied; but I happen to be one of the 
committee who assented to the majority report 
submitted by my friend from Maine; and the 
| character of the debate that has sprung up makes 
| me unwilling. to remain silent when the action 
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Which of the majority of the committee is so sharply | from New York. The objections the Attorney || and over this the mails and munitions of war are 
With. attacked. nia | General had on the 14th of March, 1859, and the || to be carried. I have never been at Chiriqui, Mr. 
if thy The whole matter of this conditional contract, gentleman from New York still urges, are first: || Chairman, and all I know about it I glean from 
al the je by the Navy Department after an opinion | “*}, There was not sufficient evidence that the improve- i the papers and evidence laid before our commit- 
re the Attorney General, was before the com- || ment company had been chartered and organized.” || tee, and the gentleman and myself have read the 
Str. pie for some time, and received a full consid- | The Attorney General says, May 4, 1859, there papers in the case — diversely; for while he 
. that ration; and a majority of us concluded that it || is sufficient evidence of the fact. || insists that there is only a mule-path, and that 
ved at recommended itself to the favorable consideration | “9. There was no authentic copy of any grant by the || there will never be and cannot be any other sort 
BiVen of the House, Loth in its economical point of view, province of Chiriqui to the improvement company.” | of road, and that this company has no authority 
ever as to coal for our Gulf squadrons, as in its far || He now admits that there is, and that under || to build one, I find, in the same papers, full power 
those more significant suggestions of commercial and |} the authentication of the minister of New Gran- || t0 build, I think, not only a road, but a railroad 
0 the nolitical consequences, | ada i} at that; and the further fact of an existing road, 
e tel] Now, sir, under these circumstances, 1 am not || 3. ‘There was no evidence that the sovereign power, in || opened long since; and this meets, by the way, 
avy, willing that a question we have presented to the || which the property vested by public law, had ceded it to || the assertion of the gentleman, that the company 
nthe, House in obedience to our honest judgment and || the province of Chiriqui.”’ || had no property or rights to grant, because they 
tbor, conclusions, shall be ridden over in the spiritand || He finds, on reéxamining the case under the | had never fulfilled the condition precedent of open- 
r ten wvle in which the gentleman from New York |) later evidence, that both points are sustained by it. || Inga road. L read from a review of the minority 
rgest f Mr. Sepewick] and the gentleman from Penn- || « 4. ‘There was no evidence of any law authorizing for- || report, which I hold in my hand, the following 
lepth eylvania (Mr. Stevens] have attempted to over- || eigners to hold property like this.” || evidence as to this road question; and beg to say 
enty ride this proposition; and one of them, I fancy, | The proof of this he also admits to be sufficient. || that the original proof was before the commitee, 
id its withoutany particular examination of the subject 1 “5. The mining rights did not appear to have been de- ] and [ have verified these statements by that ori- 
wae | would like to know, in passing, ifthe honorable || nounced under the sanction either of the supreme Govern- || ginal proof. 
rRest ventieman from Pennsylvania has examined the || ment of New Granada or the Government of Panama.” “1. The official certificate of the prefect of David, dated 
The subject at all, or ever read any of the reports and | But it seems that they were so denounced. {Png Serer dong tay esd ogame nas a nn 
orld, locuments in the case; for I am curious to find | “a ; cee oe ae Z saa Paes 1] gun at that time. 2 By the te rime of the grant, this bad to be 
Lisa = shat 8 entlemen have possessed || 6. No ory of the coaeyeraes ae pas be ec » wee any || done by the Ist of September, 1857, so that the condition 
ea from what sources gent ‘ possessed || other authority shown to the provincial Legislature of Chir- || was complied w ith fifteen months before it w as to expire. 
mauve themselves of information I venture to say they || iqui, either to authorize a denouncement of the mining “2. The official certificate of the prefect of Chiriqui, 
i hae never seeeeweren On the enananes in She ehes. || Ser eee rene neee |) Gand ee eee 
‘ , : iac a “. ayi ss ‘ S. -pgage 2 clei strue s. 
a We thought, sir, that we were prenennng to the eae Sen ee } ng i hee of the company, anted Jaeuery 
consideration of an American Congressa question |; aut the new evidence fully covers these points || 2, 1858, that the road was then fully open. 
Ps it, that involved great commercial interests, and was also; and the Attorney General says that ** these || _ 4. ‘The official certificate of the pretect of David, dated 
mane yregnant with important advantages in the future. | SIX objections, formerly existing, may now be con- || January 23, ae oe * mt that = — was 
eased Ve thought, sir, that we opencd to commercial | winened disposed of, , and ** in the light of the ] 7. ee eee ee ‘wan ploced upon 1s 
~ enterprise another opportunity for transit from || new evidence,’’ (the same evidence that was be- || «5, The official and sworn statement of the ex-mayor of 
i 40 ocean to ocean across the isthmus, which, under || fore the Naval Committee and the gentleman from || the district of Bocas del ‘Toro, that the work on the road 
lien, the control of our own people and the fostering || New York,) the Attorney General goes on to || was commenced, as above, in June, 1856, continued in 1857, 
and care of our own Government, would prove an- || say that but one difficulty intervened, in which || Ssobiuae win eateries and edoqants for (aman a 
mile other pathway for that great Indian trade which | alone he agrees with the gentleman from New i| «6. The statement of twenty-one of § the most respecta- 
pth, built up,in all their magnificence, so many of the | York; which is, ** that the United States cannot |! ble citizens of Bocas del Toro,’ to the effect that the fore- 
| its States and cities of the Old World, and which |) take exclusive possession of the property with- || going facts are of ‘common notoriety,’ and personally 
~ sull vegan all that it touches into gold. We = the oa of oe New G ee ‘oe ar | wey tates peouts Oe an abundantly show that the road 
hi did not expect, sir, that a report upon such a sub- || ment. And the gentleman from New York an- || grant is perfect, and that all the lands embraced in it have 
sal ject would be met in this House with embittered || nounces this objection as an insuperable one. | passed to the company, through Thompson, it is difficult 
ae attack and ridicule; but assumed that it would be || Now, it happens rather strangely that this soli- || to say how these tacts could be proved. 
heir considered as legislators are bound to consider |) tary point of agreement in objection between the ] One word now as to the authority of the com- 
a crave questions affecting seriously the great com- || Attorney General and the gentleman from New |) pany to construct a railroad. The grant to the 
the mercial interests of their country. || York is admitted and fully provided for in the || company is an exclusive privilege for sixty 
ed I greatly regret that we have no opportunity to || bill. The last of the Senate amendments, being || years, ‘‘ for improving in a solid manner, fit for 
Pt to debate this question with the gentlemen who so || the last clause of the bill, provides that the grants | the transit of wheeled vehicles,’’ the provincial road 
pow fiercely oppose it. It cannot be discussed in the | and rights shall only be exercised by this Gov- || between David and Bocas del Toro. A railroad 
hem range of a five-minutes debate. ‘The question is |, ernment after the Government of New Granada || car is a whecled vehicle, and I think there is 
has too large; but in the brief time I have, I will ex- || ‘‘ shall have voluntarily assented thereto.’’ So that || breadth enough in the power for the construction 
row amine one or two points, at least, upon which it || objection is also disposed of, and is out of the | ofa railroad, which I think is what was meant. 
sly is assailed. The gentleman from New ¥ ork in- || way. a || Buta railroad, Jet me say, forms no part of the 
‘de sists that this company is without valid tide to || Mr. SEDGWICK. He says expressly that || contract between the company and the Navy De- 
aa the lands in connection with which they propose || there is no grant for building a railroad. || partment, which we are considering, nor is it in 
and tomake these grants of right to the United States. || [Here the hammer fell.] || the purview of the condition precedent referred 
ul I can only say, in answer to this, that the Attor- | Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I regret exceed- || to before. 
He ney General examined all the title-papers, and |; ingly that | am not permitted by the rule to reply | . Now, Mr. Chairman, all that I know of this 
rof gave it as his opinion that they had title, and || to the gentleman {rom New York at more length. || 1s from the discussions of the committee-room 
a could pass it. In his letter of the 4th May, 1859, || The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will state that || and the papers before us. I think there is merit 
sl to the Seeretary of the Navy, he refers to a pre- || debate is closed upon this proposition, — || In the proposition. There is evidence to my mind 
a vious letter of March 14, in which he had ex- || Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Well, sir, I hope || as to sufficiency of title. There is evidence of 
i pressed an opinion upon partial evidence, and | I will be alowed to say a few words more. || the existence, in quantity, of coal on the lands of 
ae says: || Mr.SEDGWICK. | must object, unless those || the company, and proof of its good quality in the 
oe “Upon a reéxamination of this title in the light of the |, who are opposed to the amendment may be per- || report of Lieutenant Almy and Chief Engineer 
4 o_o ae neecnaeeiee Saar aaeeeer, Coees ] mitted to reply. ' i King, of the United States Navy, who made in- 
Senie -" iiss Gatianek Maiemmaenns Cremmems ahaate || Mr.MORSE, by unanimous consent, withdrew | vestigation and experiments by order of the 7 
all that it was organized; the original grant from the province i his amendment. r 1] Department. y Phere is proof and nee rat both 
pri- is produced, and authenticated ; and the right of the prov- || Mr. MILLSON . I move to amend the amend- |} English and French, of the capacious and secure 
fed ms tv make, and the capacities of the grantees to take, the || ment of the Senate by reducing the amount to || harbors upon both oceans; and if there was a 
oni or Gee et the certificate of the || ¢200,000. ¥ || chance fairly to develop the question before the 
ie. ore agi ined Sir | Mr. Chairman, I have no disposition to impart || House, I would like to take up each of the points 
on. All the original grants were before our commit- |; any information to the House upon this subject, || of the honorable gentleman from New York, and 
of tee, fully attested as to authenticity and validity; || but desire to receive it. I think it is desirable | reply to them in the light of the evidence in the 
oa and we concurred in the conclusions of the law |} that this provision should encounter still further || case; but the rule of the committee, and the lim- 
a officer of the Government. They are spread out | discussion by those who have investigated the || its of thisdebate, forbidit. I reiterate the hope that 
a in the majority report, and [ hope gentlemen will || subject, and I have moved the amendment for the || the House will not permit this matter to be sneered 
look into them for themselves. \| a of inviting discussion. by gentlemen who are in ee, to it, but 
op- But the gentleman from New York insists that || Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. If the gentleman || will consider its claims and merits in a more 
si they have no sointilla of title, and urges asutterly | will allow me, I desire to offer an amendment. || proper spirit. If it is desirable to get further in- 
demolishing the company and ali theirclaims, that || Mr. MILLSON. I withdraw my amendment. \| formation, let it be procured. Let all these mat- 
a this Government cannot, without a violation of || Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move to amend || ters be verified by a survey; but let us not trifle 
the the law of nations, hold these rights in a foreign || the text of the Senate amendment, by striking || witha question that may be of most serious con- 
nit- territory, without the assent of such foreign na- || out the last line. ¢ , || Sequence to the commercial and political future 
ect, lon, and so fortifies himself upon that point by || Mr. Chairman, my friend from New York || of the country. 
i quoting from the letter of the Attorney General || amused the committee, and was facetious upon || Mr. DUNN. I oppose the amendment, J find 
ei his opimon on the seventh of his previous objec- || the point of what he called the mule-path of this || that itis very difficult to get information on a sub- 
the tions. Now, if the Attorney General is authority || company. Well, I have no objection to have the || ject like this to enable a member to vote intelli- 
sank on one point, he is on another. If the gentteman | committee made to laugh occasionally. It is || gently and satisfactorily. 1 do not rise now for 
the relies upon him, and quotes him to the committee || wholesome, now and then, to have the stern dig- || the purpose of making a five-minutes speech, but 
kes in one portion of the opinion, then Fshall insist || nity of so staid and orderly a body rclaxed by a || for the purpose of putting a few questions to the 
a. that he is conclusive authority on all the other | laugh. ‘There is no road across the country, the || chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs; and 
points he makes, at least as against the gentleman | 


gentleman insisted. There is only a mule-path, || if possible, of procuring some information which 
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may be relied upon in the vote we shall give. -I | 
heard it remarked that we would pay more for | 
coal under this arrangement than we now pay. I |} 
would ask what the Government is now paying | 
to supply our steam marine with coal in that pore | 
tion of the continent? 
Mr. MORSE. The estimate is, that it has cost | 
us $11 60a ton, on the average, for the last ten 
years. Then there is the expense of a place of | 
deposit and of handling it; so that when the coal | 
is put aboard our ships it costs about fourteen 
dollars a ton on the Atlantic side, at Aspinwall. | 
The amount estimated for, to meet the wants of 
the present year, 1s ten thousand three hundred 
and fifty tons, which will cost on board at least | 
$144,000. | 
Mr. DUNN. Then I understand the gentle- 
man to say that the coal supply will cost for | 
this year, in that quarter, over $140,000. How 
much will it cost provided this Chiriqui mining | 
company will fulfill the promises it has made ? 
Mr. MORSE. Let me take this oppertunity | 
to correct the statement made by the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Sepawick.| He appears 
to have left the impression on the House that | 
these mines are to a conveyed to the Govern- 
ment. Nosuch thing is proposed. We propose | 
merely to pay to the Chiriqui company the min- 
ing price of the coal, adding ten cents per ton to 
gro to the Government of New Granada. The 
cost of mining in the United States ranges from | 
seventy-five cents to$l 25or $1 50. It might there 
be two dollars per ton, or it may run up to three 
or four — Itis impossible to tell, until the mines 
are fairly opened. If the minesare found to con- 
tain coal in abundance, it ean, no doubt, be put 
alongside of our vess« ls for about five dollars per 
ton, which would be a saving on the quantity 
wanted forthe present year of about one hundred 
thousand dollars. Should these mines open well, 
and not cost too much for mining, the English 
steamers running to the West Indies, and along 
the tropical and southern coasts of this continent, 
will, no doubt, ebtain their supplies from the | 
mines of Chinqui. ‘There is now a line of Eng- 
lish steamers from Southampton to the West In- 
dies, touching at about seventy different ports | 
along the coast and islands of Spanish America. 
Those steamers will coal there, instead of freight- 
ing their coal across the Atlantic from England. 
Of course the demand will increase every year, as 
naval and mereantile steam power increases, But 
should the price of coal increase with the increase 
of steam power, it will notincreage to the United 
States, unless the cost of miming should increase; 


because the contract is unlimited as to time, and |! 


Is perpetu il, 
Mr. DUNN... Tlow much will it cost per ton 
there? | 


Mr. MORSE. I have said I think it will cost, 
dehvered alongside a vessel there, from three to | 
five dollars per ton. ‘The price will be governed | 
entirely by the expense of mining. If the supply 
is found abundant, and easy of access, it cannot 
cost over three dollars per ton. The Government 
only buys the privilege of having all the coal it 
wants for naval purposes at that point. The 
company will mine the coal, and charge us with 
the expense of mining. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. Doesthe contract with the 
Secretary provide that this company shall mine a 
ton of coal? 

Mr. MORSE. No, sir; he bargained to pay 
the price of mining—to whom? ‘To the company. 
We can take any coal we find mined there, pay- 
ing them the costof mining; and the bill provides 
that the money shall not be paid until the mines 
are opened, and they are ready to deliveran ample | 
ome of good quality. This perfectly secures | 
us. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. They allow us to mince it | 
at such price as we can. ‘The United States turns 
miner. 

Mr. MORSE. {fs there anything said in the | 
contractaboutthe United States mining the coal, or 
anything thatimplies that we are to turn miners? 
If so, | should like to have it produced. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. Yes, sir. They have the 
right to take it there; and they can only get it by 
mining it, and in no other way. 

Mr. MORSE. I hope gentlemen will read the 
contrat for themselves, and see how entirely 
mistaken the gentleman is. The bill before the 
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tract before any money is paid, will guard against | 
any such evil asthe gentleman apprehends. This 
contract is only preliminary and conditional. 
Mr. DUNN. What evidence is there thata 
full supply of coal can be had in that quarter ? 
Mr. MORSE. There was evidence fons differ- 
ent sources, before the committee, of the existence | 


| of coal there of good quality; but the capacity of 


the mines to supply cannot be determined until 
they are opened and worked. Professor Marrow, 
a geologist and mineralogist, who was well rec- 
ommended to the company, was sent out there to 
examine coal beds, gold deposits, &c. He ex- 
amined some eight or ten mines, in different local- 
ities, and reported favorably upon them. They 
are also mentioned favorably by the English sur- 
veyors and other writers. -Before this contract | 


| was made, the Government sent Lieutenant Alm 


there ina steamer. He took up the surface coal, 
which had laid there exposed to the weather for | 


centuries, and had it tested on board his ship by 


the engineers, and they reported that it generated | 
steam about as well as the American coal they had 
been using. ‘That there is coal there, of good 
quality, the committee regard as established be- 


| yond dispute. The only ‘unsettled point is as to 


the supply the mines wall yield and the cost of | 


| working. 


| clusion t 


House, and the regulations to carry out the con- || 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, by unanimous | 
consent, withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee | 
rise, to cut off debate on these amendments. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 
resumed the chair, Mr. Ketioce, of Illinois, | 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had the Union generally under consideration, and | 


EK. 


| 
| 





particularly the amendments of the Senate to the |} 


Navy << a gee bill, and had come to no con- | 
ereon. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that all further de- | 
bate be terminated in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union on the pending amend- 
ments in reference to the Chiriqui Improvement | 
Company. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the | 
Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is uponthe 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. | 

The amendment was agreed to. 


| tions;) insist upon its disagreement to the amend. 
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on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
and have appointed Mr. Hunter, Mr. Lara, 
and Mr. Wirson, the managers at said confer’ 
ence on the part of the Senate. - 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, it was orde,, d 
by unanimous consent, that the House insist ,,’ 
its amendments disagreed to by the Senate to 1) : 
amendments of the Senate to the bill of the House 
No. 501; and also insist on its disagreement to 
the amendments of the Senate insisted on by the 
Senate, and agree to the conference asked by tho 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
thereon. 

The SPEAKER subsequently appointed M, 
Snerman, Mr. Hvucues,and Mr. Bincuam, man. 
agers at the said conference upon the part of the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, it was, by unan- 


thereon; 


1e 


|| imous consent, ordered that the House disagroy 


to the amendment of the Senate to the am, nd- 
ment of the House to the seventh amendment 
of the Senate to the bill of the House No, 339 
(legislative, executive, and judicial appropria. 
ments of the Senate insisted on by the Senato- 
and agree to the conference asked by the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
thereon. 

The SPEAKER subsequently appointed Mr. 
Morritt, Mr. Pueces, and Mr. Wirtiam A. 
Howarp, managers at said conference upon the 
part of the House. 

The committee then resumed its session. 

Mr. MORSE. I was going to ask, before the 
vote is taken, that the amendment be read, so 
that the committee may understand upon what 
they are called to vote. 

The Clerk read the amendment offered by Mr. 
Srevens, of Pennsylvania. : 

Mr. MORSE. Does the committee understand 
that this is striking out the Senate amendment? 
I do not so understand it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 


that the motion was made in this form: to strike 


' out the Senate amendment and the substitute to 


| thereof. 


the Senate amendment, and insert this in lieu 
No point of order was made upon it, 


/ and the vote has been taken in that manner. The 


Mr. BRANCH. What is the recommendation || 


of the Committee of Ways and Means upon the 
Senate amendment ? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is to non-concur. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee informally rose, and received a 
message from the Senate, by Mr. Parton, one of 
their Clerks, notifying the House that‘the Senate | 
have agreed to the report of the committee of con- 


on the bill of the House (No. 305) making appro- | 
priations for the support of the Army for the year 
ending June 30, 1861. 

Also, that the Senate have agreed to the amend- 
ments of the House to the amendments of the 
Senate, numbered three and thirty-eight, to the 
bill of the House (No. 501) making appropria- 


tions for sundry civil expenses of theGovernment || 


for the year ending June 30, 1861; have disagreed 


Chair would inquire of the gentleman trom Penn- 
sylvania if the statement of the Chair is in accord- 
ance with the terms of his amendment? 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Certainly. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. That is not 


in order, as it is a proposition to strike out an 


|| amendment which has never been agreed to. He 


could only offer his amendment to the pending 


| amendment; and I understood that he did that. 


The CHAIRMAN. If that point of order had 
been made, the Chair would have entertained it; 


but as no objection was made, the amendment 


was put to the committee precisely as it was made. 
The question now is upon the Senate amendment 
as amended. 

The question was put; and it appeared to be 


| decided in the affirmative, the Chair, however, 
ference on the disagreeing votesof the two Houses || 


making no declaration of the resyft of the vote. 
Mr. SHERMAN. As all th®amendments of 

the Senate have been disposed of, I move that the 

committee do now rise. 
Mr. BURCH. One 


moment. I understood 


| that the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 


to the amendments*of the House to the amend- | 
committee. 


ments of the Senate numbered one, two, six, 
seven, thirty, and thirty-five;insist on theiramend- | 
ments disagreed to by the House; ask a confer- 
ence with the House on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses thereon; and have appointed Mr, 
‘Toomsps, Mr. Brigur; and Mr. Fessenpen, the 
managers at the said conference on the part of the | 
Senate. 
Also, that the Senate have agreed to the amend- 
ments of the House to the amendments of the 
Senate, numbered ten and twenty-six, to the bill 
of the House No. 339, making appropriations for 
the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of 
the Government during the year ending June 30, 
1861; have agreed tothe amendments of the House 
to the seventh amendment of the Senate with an 


sylvania was offered asa substitute for the amend- 
ment ofthe gentleman from New York.  — 
Mr. SEDGWICK. That is not the reading of 


|| the amendment. 


Mr. BURCH. It was put in that form to the 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
moves that the committee do now rise. The Chair 
would suggest to him that the amendments are 
not all disposed of. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
announce otherwise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not an- 
nounce the result of the vote, for the reason that 
there seemed to be some misunderstanding in rela- 
tion to the exact position of this amendment. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania moved to strike out 
both the Senate amendment and the substitute 
offered for the Senate amendment. The Chair 
entertained the motion in that shape because no 
objection was made; and the motion was put 10 


[ understood the Chair to 


amendment; insist on their amendments disagreed | the committee, according to the recollection of 


to by the House; ask a conference with the 


ouse || the Chair, in the manner in which it was made 


1860. 
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we the gentleman from Pennsylvania. But if it is 
’ will of the committee, the Chair will yet put 
.e question as indicated by the gentleman from 
california. If there is objection, the Chair will 

« anee the decision of the committee. 

Mr. BRANCH. Before I consent to that, I 
want to know what the question now is before | 
the committee ? | 
"The CHAIRMAN. It was —_ agreeing to | 
the Senate amendment, as amen ed, upon which 
che vote has been taken, but the result not yet 

sonnced; the effect of which will be to insert, 
the place of the Senate amendment, the amend- || 

ont ofthe gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
Mir. BRANCH. The Chair holds, then, that || 
ceo is no way in which we can vote to non-con- | 


th 


ati the Senate amendment? 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is aware | 
chatanewative vote willnon-concur. ‘Fhe reason | 
why the Chair did not announce the result was, 
that he thought the committee did not apprehend 

she preeise condition of the amendment. 
The question now is upon 


Mr. BRANCH. 
the Senate amendment as amended; and we shall 
have no opportunity to vote to non-concur in the | 
Senate amendment. | 

Mr. BURCH. I would suggest that the Sen- 

amendment has not been amended. The | 
Chairdid not so put the question to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman is mis- 
taken in that. ‘That is the very mistake into which 
ihe Chair feared gentlemen were falling. “The 
question is on concurring in the Senate amend- 
ment, as amended, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If that is lost, 
there will be no chance to vote upon this amend- | 

wntin the Llouse. 

Mr. BRANCHL. Thope there will be no chance || 
to yote upon it in the Flouse. | 

Mr. WILSON. I call for tellers. 1] 

Tellers were ordered. | 

Mr. CURRY. I desire to understand this ques- 
tion before L vote. Ifthe committee vote aftirm- | 
tively upon this proposition, will the amendment 

‘sent back to the Senate in the form of the | 
mendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
without any further vote taken ? 

The CHAIRMAN, Ifa negative vote is had, 
the House will simply have failed to concur. 

Messrs. Burcu and Exnsor were appointed 

en 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 72. noes 54. 

So the Senate amendment, as amended, was 
concurred in. } 

Mr. SHERMAN. ! 
mittes 
Llouse, 

Mr. PHELPS. One word. If I understand | 
the question correctly, upon which we have just || 
iow voted by tellers, it was upon the adoption of || 
the amendment submitted by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, in lieu of the Senate amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The vote has just been 
ken upon theadoption of the Senate amendment, 
as amended, 

The question was taken on Mr. Suerman’s || 
mouon; and it was agreed to. \| 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Ketioae, of Illinois, re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union had had underconsideration the Union 
generally, and particularly the Senate amend- 
ments to the naval appropriation bill, and had di- 
rected him to report the same back to the House, 
with a recommendation that some be concurred 
In, Some non-concurred in, and some concurred 
in With amendments. 

Mr. SILERMAN moved the previous question 
on the several amendments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main que stion ordered. 

The amendments were voted on in their order, 
as follows: 

_The Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union recommended concurrence in the first } 
| 
| 








now move that the com- 
rise and report the amendments to the 


t 


amendment of the Senate. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union recommended non-concurrence in the || 
second amendment of the Senate. 

The amendment was non-cuncurred in. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of || 
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| ayes 73, noes 58. 


| the Union recommended non-concurrence in the | 
'| fifth amendment of the Senate. 


| the Union recommended non-concurrence in the 
| eighth amendment of the Senate. 


|| amendments of the Senate: 


| passage. 
||} ment, | am sure no gentleman will object. 1 


the Union recommended concurrence in the third ! The resolution was read, as follows: 


amendment of the Senate. 





Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


The amendment was concurred in. || the United States of .Imerica in Congress assembled, That so 


On the fourth amendment of the Senate, 

Mr. SINGLETON called for the yeas and 
nays. 

he yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SINGLETON demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WasnbuRNE || 
of Illinois, and Wessrer, were appointed. \| 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


| 
So the amendment was concurred in. 1} 
The Committee of the Whole on the state of 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended an amendment to the | 
sixth amendment of the Senate. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment, as amended, was con- 
curred in. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended non-concurrence in the 
seventh amendment of the Senate. 

The amendment was non-coneurred in. | 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended the following amend- 
ment to the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth 


Strike out the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth amend- | 


| ments of the Senate, and insert in lieu thereof the follow- 


ing: 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of $5,000 is hereby 
appropriated to enable the President to appoint a commis 
sioner to examine the route over whieh the Chiriqui eom- 


| pany propose to build a railroad, who shall report fully on 


the titles of said company, and also on the existence and 
value of the coal mines and harbors at the termini of said | 
route, 


Mr. PHELPS. I am really desirous of taking 
a vote on the amendments of the Senate without 
regard to the amendment recommended by the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
I am against the amendments of the Senate; and | 


I think that the adoption of this amendment by || 


the House would be only putting the matter over 
till next Congress, 


Mr. BRANCH. 


Iam opposed to the Senate 


amendments, and to the House amendment, too. || 


Mr. PHELPS. So am [. 

The question was taken on the amendment rec- 
ommended by the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the Senate amend- | 
ments, as amended, and they were non-concurred 
in. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the various amendments were concurred 
and non-concurred in; and also moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM TIE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by the hands of Mr. James 
Bucuanan, his Private Secretary, notifying the | 
Hlouse that he had approved and signed a bill | 
making appropriations for the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian department and | 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various In- | 
dian tribes for the year ending June 30, 1861. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Lask the unanimous con- | 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s table | 
Senate bill No. 497, and to have it put upon its 
If the House will listen to me a mo- 





Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the House take 
a recess, 

The SPEAKER. The House will now, per- 
suant to resolution, take a recess till seven o’clock 
this evening. 





|| injustice to a very worth 


long as the United States Government pursues the policy 
of returning to the coast of Africa the Africans captured by 
her vessels-of-war, the President be requested to procure 
the concurrence of the British Government in returuing to 
said coast, on the same terms and conditions, all Africans 
which may be captured by the British Navy ; and, to effect 
this object, that the President procure a convention to be 
entered into between the two Governments; and, in case 
the British Government shall not enter into such conven- 
tion, the President do *‘ signify *? to that Government the 
“wish” of the United States to “ terminate ” at once the 


| eighth article of the treaty of Washington, commonly called 


the Ashburton treaty. 
Mr. ALLEY. I object. 
Mr. BONHAM. I move to suspend the rules. 
The SPEAKER. The motion 1s not in order 
at this time. 
SAMUEL II. TAYLOR. 


Mr. CURRY. Mr. Speaker, the other day I 
objected to a bill reported by the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Tapran,] from the Com- 
nuttee of Claims, because the report stated no 
facts. On examination of the Senate report, I 
find that the facts are fully stated; and, as I did 

old man, as | think, I 
would like very much, if the Hlouse will indulge 
me, to repair the wrong | have done him. Itisa 


| small claim of $270. 


There being no objection, the Committee of the 
Whole House was discharged from the further 
consideration of an act (S. No. 270) for the relief 


| of Samuel H. Taylor. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 


| to pay to Samuel Ei. Taylor $270 for extra ser- 


| was read. 


vices performed by him as messenger in the office 
of the Third Auditor of the Treasury, from June, 
1853, to September, 1855. 
Mr. HOUSTON: Let the report be read. 
The report of the Senate Committee on Claims 
It appears therefrom that Mr. ‘Taylor 


| was employed as a laborer in the office of the 
| Third Auditor, at fifty dollars per month. In 


June, 1853, it became necessary to hire a build- 
ing, separate from the ‘Treasury Department, for 
the use ofa portion of that office, in which some 
twenty-four clerks were located. For this branch 
of the office Mr. Taylor was the sole messenger 
and laborer; and for a portion of the time, as stated 
by the principal clerk in charge, this office was 
kept open from five o’clock, a. m., until nine or 
ten o’clock, p.m., during all of which time Tay- 
lor was in attendance as messenger and laborer. 
The late Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
states that the average number of clerks employed 


in this division was about twenty-four, and that 
Mr. ‘Taylor was the only person employed in the 


| died. 


capacity in question from June, 1853, to June, 
1856, and that his diligence and activity supplied 
the place of numbers, accomplishing (in his opin- 
ion) twice, if not thrice,as much labor as, in gen- 
eral, is performed by employés of his class. ‘Tay- 
lor deposes that his extra service extended “ to 
six or seven hours every day, and that Colonel 
Burt, then Third Auditor, told him to continue 
the duty, and he would see him paid.”’ Colonel 
Burt soon after left the office, and subsequently 
It is undoubtedly true that, without this 


| extraordinary labor and attention of Mr. Taylor, 


it would have been necessary for the Government 


| to employ an additional messenger or laborer, 


who would have been entitled to pay. The com- 
mittee think it just and proper that Mr. ‘Taylor 
should be allowed an additional compensation, 
and they have fixed upon fifteen dollars per month 
as a reasonable rate for the time he was so em- 
ployed. 

Vhe bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. CURRY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 


| the motion to reconsider upon the table. 


EVENING SESSION. 1 


The House reassembled at seven o’clock, p. m. 
CAPTURED AFRICANS. | 

Mr. BONHAM. [| ask leave to offer a resolu- | 
tion materially affecting our foreign relations, and | 
one to which [| think there will be no objection. | 


| 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now call for the 


\| regular order of business. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 desire to offer a 
resolution to puta stop to this struggle for the 
floor. 

Mr. GURLEY. The 


yields to me for a moment. 


leman from Illinois 
[ am instructed by 


|| the Committee on Printing to present a resolu- 


tion. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 


1 desire to inquire 
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of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] how 
much more of the time of the session he will re- 

uire for the public business? It seems to me 
that we ought to appropriate a little time to other 
subjects. 

Mr. GURLEY. 1 shall be through in two or 
three minutes if gentleman will allow me to pro- 
ceed. My resolution is only one to enable mem- 
bers to obtain their books and documents at the 


i 
| 


proper time. || 


Mr. BRANCH. I rise to a question of order. | 
The Committee on Printing is authorized by the 
rules to report at any time; but the pending mo- 
tion to suspend the rules would suspend that rule | 
as well as all others; and hence a report from the 
Committee on Printing cannot take precedence of 
a motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr.GURLEY. [rise to a question of the very 
highest privilege. The rules of the House say 





that the Committee on Printing may report at 


any time. 
Mr. BRANCH. The motion to suspend the | 
rules is to suspend that rule as well as all others. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I told the gentleman 
from Ohio that I would give way to him if his 
proposition would not give rise to debate. 


A. T. SPENCER AND GURDON 8. HUBBARD. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North | 
Carolina is perfectly right. The pending question 
is on the motion of the gentleman from Illinois 
{Mr. Farnswortu] to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of taking up Senate bill No. 221, for the 
relief of A. T. Spencer and Gurdon S. Hubbard, 
on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. HOARD. I desire to know if it is in order | 
to move an amendment to that bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. The bill is not | 
before the House. The motion is to suspend the | 
rules. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I propose to amend | 
the bill as soon as the rules are suspended. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. What is the amend- 
ment? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. To limit the amount. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
72, nays 47; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Barr, Beale, Francis P. | 
Blair, Brayton, Briggs, Buflinton, Burnham, Campbell, 
Carter, Case, Colfax, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, 
Delano, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Farnsworth, 
Ferry, Foster, Fouke, Gilmer, Gooch, Gurley, Hale, Hall, 
J. Morrison Harris, Helmick, Humphrey, Junkin, Francis | 
W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, DeWitt C. 


Leach, Lee, Loomis, Maclay, Mallory, Marston, McKean, || 


Edward Joy Morris, tsaac N. Morris, Nelson, Niblack, 
Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Porter, Potter, Rice, Christopher 
Robinson. Koyce, Spaulding, Spinner, William Stewart, 
Stokes, Stout, Thayer, ‘Tompkins, Vandever, Van Wyck, 
Verree, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Wells, Wilson, and Woodruff—73. 
NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Avery, Blake, Bonham, Boteler, 
Brabson, Branch, Horace F. Clark, Clopton, Burton Craige, 
Crawford, Curry, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Ely, English, 
Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Houston, Jones, Kil- 
linger, Landrum, Longnecker, Love, Elbert 8. Martin, 
Maynard, McPherson, McQueen, Millson, Moorhead, 
Morse, Pendieton, Peyton, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, Ruffin, 
William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stanton, Stevens, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vance, Winslow, and Wrighit—47. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thercof) the 
rules were not suspended. 

During the call, 

Mr. COBB stated that he had paired off on this 
vote with Mr. Suerman, who was engaged ona 





order to make the bill the special order for the | 





| tain confirmed private land claims in the State of 


Missouri, and for other purposes.’’ It is my in- 
tention to ask to put that bill upon its passage; 
and if consent is not given, [ shall move to sus- 
pend the rules. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I shall object. I 
have tried to get in a resolution that would secure 
equality to all; and as I cannot do so, 1 give no- 
tice that I shall fight every proposition that may 
be made. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I wish to say, in regard to 
this bill, that it passed the Senate a few days 
since. 

Mr. BONHAM. I must object to discussion. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I move to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of taking the bill from the Speak- 
er’s table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I demand the yeas 
and nays on the motion to suspend the rules. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BONHAM. I desire to know if it is in 


second Monday in December? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
notin order at this time. 
Mr. KEITT. I move that the House adjourn. 
The motion was disagreed to. 
The question then recurred on the motion of 


That motion is 


| Mr. 'T'aytor; and being taken, it was decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas 132, noes 19; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Babbitt, Barr, 


| Beale, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Boteler, 
| Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, Burn- 


ham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, 


| Cobb, Colfax, Corwin, Covode, Curry, Curtis, H. Winter 


Davis, John G. Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Delano, Dunn, 
Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Fouke, Gil- 
mer, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Harde- 


| man, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, Hoard, 


|| Holman, Houston, Humphrey, Hutchins, Jenkins, Jones, 
| Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, 


Killinger, Landrum, DeWitt C. Leach, Leake, Long- 


| necker, Loomis, Love, Maclay, Mallory, Marston, May- 


nard, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Millson, Isaac N. 
Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, 
Perry, Peyton, Porter, Pouer, Quarles, Reagan, Rice, 
Riggs, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Sedgwick, William 


| N. H. Smith, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Ste- 
| vens, James A, Stewart, William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, 
| Tappan, Taylor, Thayer, Theaker, ‘Tompkins, Train, 


Trimble, Underwood, Vance, Vandever, Van Wyck, Ver- 
ree, Wade, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Wins- 


| low, and Woodruff—132. 





committee of conference. 

Mr. STRATTON stated that he was paired off 
with Mr. Garrre i, the condition of whose 
health prevented him from attending the evening 
session, 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Patron, one of its clerks, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill (No. 
398) for the relief of Samuel R. Franklin, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House. 

Also, that the Senate had agreed to the report 
of the committee of conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses on tlie bill to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 


Mr. TAYLOR. 1 ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table 
Senate bill (No. 307) to repeal the second section 
and other portions of an actpassed June 2, 1858, | 
entitled ** An act to provide for the location of cer- | 








‘ 


NAYS—Messrs. Ashmore, Bonham, Boyce, Burnett, 
Clopton, Burton Craige, Farnsworth, John T. Harris, 
Keitt, James M. Leach, Elbert S. Martin, McQueen, Miles, 
Sydenham Moore, Ruffin, William Smith, Stevenson, 
Thomas, and Wright—19. 


So the rules were suspended, (two thirds having 
voted therefor.) 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. BONHAM, when his name was called, 


| said that, as the bill proposed to suspend the act 


only until the end of this session, instead of this 
Congress, he should be compelled to vote ‘* no.”’ 

Mr. BARKSDALE said he was compelled to 
vote against suspending the rules, solely for the 
reason that, in his opinion, a bill of so much mag- 
nitude ought to undergo méture deliberation and 
discussion, 

Mr. TAYLOR called the previous question 
upon the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put. 


The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it 


b? 


| was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. TAYLOR moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LEAVE TO PRINT A SPEECH. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is requested to 
state that Mr. Epwarps, having been unsuccess- 
ful in obtaining the floor, desires leave to print his 
speech in the proceedings of the House. 

Leave was granted. 

[His speech will be published in the Appendix.] 

LIVINGSTON, KINKEAD & CO. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a joint resolution au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Interior to adjust 
the claim of Livingston, Kinkead & Co. 

Mr. BRANCH. [I rise to a question of order. 
That bill has once been rejected by this House; 
and I submit that it cannot again be brought be- 


| fore the House. 


Mr. BRIGGS. Itis not the same bill at all. It 
a 
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is an entirely different measure, and co 
within the purview of the rules. any 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I understa 
it is substantially the same bill; and the rules 
not be evaded in that way. 

Mr. BRIGGS. It is an entirely different bill 
That made a directappropriation out of the Treas. 
ury. This simply refers the matter to the Sec. 
retary of the Interior, to be settled on principles 
of justice and equity. 

HNOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. COLFAX. I rise to a question of priyj. 
lege. Iam instructed, by the committee of confer. 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the homestead bill, to report that, after twely. 
meetings of the three different conferenves that 
have been appinted, they this morning finally 


| agreed. I hold in my hand the report of the com- 





mittee, which ean be read if any gentleman doe- 
sires it. But perhaps it would render the report 
clearer and more intelligible if I should briefly 
state its leading features. 

The Senate bill all the members of the House 
are familiar with. The conferees upon the part 
of the House, finding, after the most earnest ef. 
forts, that it would be utterly impossible for them 
to induce the Senate to agree to the House bil 
have been discussing what changes could be made 
in the Senate bill, so as to render it acceptable 


| enough for the House to accept, rather than the 


whole should fail. ‘They have finally agreed upon 
a report, as follows: 

In the first place, I will say that the bill, as it 
passed the Senate, provided that the preémptors 
now upon the public lands might remain there 
two years before they should be required to pur- 
chase their lands; but should then pay for them 


| at the rate of $1 25 per acre, thus removing them 


entirely from within the purview of the benefits 
which would apply to the settlers hereafter upon 
the public lands. This point the House con- 
ferees refused to accede to; and, if persisted in, 


| we should have again reported a disagreement, 


Finally, however, a compromise was arranged on 
this point, and to protect the thousands of pre- 
emptors now on Government land, which was to 
be advertised this fall for sale, we changed the 
Senate bill, so as to protect the preémptors for at 
least two years from land sales, and to allow them 
then to secure their homes at one half the Gov- 
ernment price, namely, sixty-two anda half cents 
per acre. I need scarcely add that if the Senate 
could have been induced to give them the benefit 
of their twenty-five per cent. per acre provision, 
we should have insisted on it; but what 1 have 


| stated is the lowest point that could be obtained. 


The second change We have made in the Senate 
bill is in relation to the scope of land coming un- 
der the operation of the law. The House bill 
embraced all the Government land, offered or 
undffered, except such as was specially reserved. 
The Senate bill confined its provisions to land 
subject to private entry exclusively. As I have 
explained on a former occasion, the expression 
‘* subject to private entry’’ means such as are left 
after the lands have been once regularly brought 
into market, exposed to public sale, and the spec- 
ulators have taken such as they see fit to purchase. 

The difference between these two bills seemed 
so radical as to be incapable of adjustment; and 
the scope of farming land covered by the Senate 
bill was so limited, there being but little, if any, 
in Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, California, Ore- 
gon, or Washington, that the House conferees 
declined to accept it. But on this, too, we finally 
effected a compromise. By our report all the 
land subject to private entry is included, and in 
addition, all the odd numbered sections of the sur- 
veyed public lands which have not been opened 
to public sale—a most material and beneficent en- 
largement of the Senate bill. We were offered, 
after this agreement, whichever half we chose of 
the unoffered public lands; and we took the odd 
numbered sections. The reason for this was that 
the sixteenth section of a township being reserved 
for school purposes by our land-laws, the four 
adjoining sections to it on the north, west, south, 
and east, are sections nine, fifteen, seventeen, and 
twenty-one, all odd numbered sections, which are 
thus saved for homestead settlers, who have re- 
served for them eighteen out of thirty-five dis- 
posable sections in each township of six miles 
square. On all thes¢ lands, actual settlers, who 
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are heads of families, are allowed, after having | 
occupied the land for five years, to purchase it at | 
twenty-five cents per acre, which is about the | 
al raze cost price of the public lands to the Gov- || 
ernment. We struggled, of course, to include all || 
young men, over twenty-one, who are not heads 
“f families, and to adopt the free homestead prin- | 
ciple of the House bill, but on these points the 
Senate was inflexible; and we took what we did 
because it was the very best we could get. 

The Senate bill originally provided that the 
homestead settler might acquire title to his land at 
any ume by paying full Government price; but 
jesiring to promote actual settlement, we now 
provide that he cannot do this till after he has been 
on the land six months. When he stays, or his || 
family if he deceases, the full five years, he ob- || 
tains It then at twenty-five cents per acre. 

The Senate have also agreed to strike out the 
eieth section of their bill, which made it impera- 
tive upon the President to expose all the public 
lands to sale within two years after they shall 
have been surveyed, which all held would be 
vculiarly oppressive upon the pioneers who had 





THE CO 


Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Beale, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, 1) 


Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, | 


Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Car- 
| ter, Case, Horace F. Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Corwin, Covode, | 


Cox, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, 


| Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Ferry, Florence, Foster, 


Frank, French. Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, 
Haskin, Heimick, Hoard, William Howard, Humphrey, | 
Hutehins, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, 


Kenyon, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, 


| Loomis, Maclay, Marston, McKean, McKnight, MePher 


son, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Isanc N. Morris, Morse, Niblack, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, 


| Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Potter, Rice, Riggs, 


Christopher Robinson, Royee, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Stout, Tap 
pan, Taylor, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Walton, Cadwala 


der C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, | 


| Wells, Windom, and Woodrufi—115. 


-one to the frontier to settle upon the public lands, || 


‘nd to Which we could never have consented. 

Mr. COBB. How does the bill, as the com- 
mittee of conference have agreed to it, affect the 
railroad lands ? 

Mr. COLFAX. Itdoes notaffect railroad lands 
atall, though | wish it did. 

Mr. COBB. Perhaps the gentleman did not 
understand the term | intended to use. I mean 
the lands reserved in alternate sections in the rail- 
road grants. 

Mr. COLFAX. IL understand the gentleman. 
They are left as under the existing law—subject 
to sale at $2 50 per acre. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I desire to state, in conclu- 
ion, that the compromise we have made upon this 
subject is not in accordance with what | should 
desire to have passed, if I had the power to frame 
the bill myself; but it is the very utmost we could 
obtain from the Senate as now constituted. The 
Senators who served with us on the conference 
have been notified by me, and also by my col- 
league on the conference, [Mr. Winpom,] that 
we regard this as but a single step in advance to- 
wards a law which we shall demand from the 
American Congress enacting a comprehensive | 
and liberal homestead policy. This we have 
agreed to as merely an avant courier. We shall 
demand it at the next session of Congress, and 
until itis granted; until all the public lands shall 
be open to all the people of the United States; 
and | state this publicly that no one shall regard 
us as estopped hereafter, because we accepted 
this half-way measure, rather than to allow the 
whole to fail. 1 should have added that all per- | 
sons, Whether citizens, or those who have only | 
declared their intentions, are allowed to go on the 
lands under this bill; but are required to perfect 
their naturalization before the five years expire 
and the patentissues. I now demand the previous 
question oy concurring in the report of the com- 
miltee, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I want to know of 
the gendeman if he will make a speech in favor 
of such a bill, and then cut off all reply? 

Mr. COLFAX. I have been explaining the 
report; as it was my duty to do, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to ask the gen- 
leman from Indiana whether this bill confines its 
venefits to these who are heads of families? 

Mr. COLFAX. It does; because we failed, 
despite our utmost efforts, in procuring its exten- 
sion to all; but we shall appeal tothe young men 
io demand of those who make and who execute 
the laws, that the system inaugurated by this 
nil, shall be widened so as to admit them to its 
eactits; and LT will join them in this demand. 

Mir. GROW. I just desire to say that we have 
taken this bill, not because itis what we want, 
but onthe principle that ‘half a loaf is better 
than no bread.’? 

the previous question was seconded, and the 
Main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then on concurring in the 
report of the committee of conference. 

Mr. BARKSDALE called forthe yeasand nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the alfirmative—yeas 115, nays 51; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, 


NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, 
Brabson, Branch, Burnett, Clopton, Burton Craige, Craw, 


| ford, Curry, De Jarnette, Gilmer, Hardeman, J. Morrison 
| Harris, John T. Harris, Hatton, Houston, Jenkins, Jones, 


Keitt, Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Love, Mallory, 
Maynard, McQueen, Miles, Millson, Sydenham Moore, 
Nelson, Peyton, Quarles, Reagan, Ruffin, William Smith, 
Willam N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, Thomas, Under 
wood, Vance, Webster, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright 
—wJl. 

So the report of the committee of conference 
was concurred in. 

3efore the vote was announced, 

Mr. WILSON stated that he should have voted 
in the affirmative but for the fact that he had paired 
off with Mr. Lamar, who had been called home 
by sickness in his family. 

Mr. FENTON said he had paired with Mr. 
Jackson, but for which fact he would have voted 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. STRATTON said he would have voted in 


| the affirmative, but for the fact that he had paired 


with Mr. GarTrReELt. 


Mr. CURTIS said that, supposing this to be | 


| the best bill that could be obtained, he would vote 


| that he voted in favor of the other bill. 
not consider that any evidence that he would vote | 


Say.>* 


Mr. FARNSWORTH said he had paired upon 


all political questions with his colleague, Mr. Lo- 
GAN. 


vote upon this question. It had been remarked 


for this. ‘or his own part, he protested against 
it. Under the circumstances, he should decline 
to vote. 


Mr. COBB said that, after a very brief exam- | 


ination of the bill and report, he voted in the 
affirmative. 
The vote was announced as above recorded. 
Mr. COLFAX moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the report was agreed to; and also moved 


that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GROW. 


| members to see the homestead bill as it has been 


agreed upon by the committee of conference and 
now passed by both Houses, and | move that it 


be printed. I hope that there will be no objection. || 
There was no objection; and it was ordered | 


accordingly. 
KINKEAD & LIVINGSTON. 
The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the 
motion to suspend the rules, to take up the case 
of Kinkead & Livingston. 


The question was put while the House was in | 


| great confusion; and the Chair declared that the 


noes had it. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Icallforadivision. [Cries of 
**'Too late!’’| No, it is not too late. This case 
was once before unjustly defeated on the mad-dog 
ery, that it had been passed without anybody 
knowing what was going on. If the merits of the 
case be looked into, it will be found to be a just 
one. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. The question has 


been taken, and the result announced; and [inake 


| the point that it is now too late to call for a 


| be referred to the Committee 


| 
| 
| 


| 


division. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Iam willing that the case shall 
on Indian Affairs. 
[Cries of ** Agreed !"’] ‘Then | make that motion. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

COVODE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. GURLEY. Lam instructed by the Com- 


nittee on Printing, to which was referred a reso- | 


1 
lution for the printing of fifty thousand copies of 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


He did not know how his colleague would | 


He did 4 


I know that it is the desire of || 


‘ 
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the pepota of the majority and minority of the 
Covode committee, to report the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, ‘That there be printed fifty thousand extra 
copies, for the use of the members of the Liouse, of the re- 
ports of the majority and minority of the select committee 
of which Mr. Covope was chairman, appointed under the 
resolution of the Sth of March last, together with the evi- 
dence taken during the investigation. 


I call the previous question on the adoption of 
the resolution. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I move that the House 


|| do now adjourn. 


Mr. JONES. I demand the yeas and nays on 
that motion, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw the mation 
to adjourn. 

Mr. McQUEEN. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and-nays were not ordered, 

The Llouse refused to adjourn. 

Mr. NELSON. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
to withdraw his call for the previous question, 
that | may move av amendment to his resolution. 

Mr. GURLEY. 1 withdraw the call for the 

| previous question, provided the gentleman will 
renew it. 

Mr. NELSON. I will. I move the following 
as a substitute for the gentleman’s resolution: 

Resolved, That there be printed forthe use of the mem 

| bers of the House one hundred thousand copies of the ma- 
|| jority and minority reports of the select committee, ap- 

pointed under a resolution of Sth of March last, of which 
| Joun Covope is chairman; one hundred thousand copies 
|| of the majority and minority reports of the Committee on 
|| Public Expenditures; and one hundred thousand copies of 
jj; the majority and minority reports of the Committee on 

Naval Expenditures, together with the evidence taken be- 


fore each of said committees ; and that said reports be 
bound together. 


I renew it, and demand the 


| 


I call for the previous question on the resolu- 
|} tion and amendment. 
| Mr. JONES. I object to the resolution. 
| Mr. BURNETT. | rise to a question of order. 
Il want to know whether the printing of extra 
copies of the reports referred to in the resolution 
|| of the gentleman from Tennessee has been referred 
to the Committee on Printing? [hold that it has 
not been; and that therefore the amendment is not 
| in order to the resolution reported by the Com- 
mittee on Printing. lam willing to vote for gen- 
| eral legislation that may be brought before us; I 
|| am willing to vote for the public business that 
|| may be upon the table or in the hands of the com- 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 


mittees; but, sir, 1am unwilling to sit here and 
| suspend the rules for the introduction of all man- 
ner of propositions. I move, therefore, that the 
House do now adjourn; and on that motion I de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COX. Who called for the previous ques- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. 
|| nessee. 
|| Mr. COX. I wish to make a few remarks per- 
|, sonal to myself in regard to one infamous portion 
| of the Covode book. [Cries of ** Object!’’} 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
|| The business of the House was disturbed by 
|| loud talking in all parts of the Hall. 

Mr. HOARD. I call uf Speaker’s attention 
|| to the second rule, which requires the Speaker to 
|| keep order. Ido not make the point as any re- 
flection upon the Chair; but it is impossible for 
any person, however attentive, to know what is 
the question before the House in consequence of 
|| the confusion in the Hall. I desire the rule to be 
|| executed, 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Itisno fault of the Speaker 
|| that the House is not in order, but the fault of 
| members themselves. 

Mr. HOARD. lL agree with the gentleman. I 
think it is the duty of the Chair to arrest the bus- 
iness when the House is in confusion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enforce the 
rule. He does not want to arrestany of the mem- 
bers, [laughter;] but that the House shall break 
up in its present good humor. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 34, nays 118; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, 
tonham, Boyee, Branch, Burch, Clopton, Cobb, Curry, 
John G. Davis, Houston, Jones, Keitt, Landrum, Leake, 

| Maclay, McQueen, MeRav, Miles, Sydenham Moore, Nib- 
lack, Pendleton, Pugh, Reagan, Ruflin, Wiliiam Smith, 
William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, Thomas, 
Vance, and Wright—34. 

| NAYS— Messrs. Charles F. Adaws, Aldrich, Allen, 


The gentleman from Ten- 
| 
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Alley, William C. Anderson, Babbitt, Barr, Beale, Francis 
P. Blair, Samuel 8. Biair, Blake, Bouligny, Brabson, Bray- 
ton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Campbell, 
Carey, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, Colfax, Corwin, 
Covode, Cox, Curtis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Dunn, Eliot, 
Ely, Farnsworth, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Fouke, Frank, 
French, Gilmer, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Harde- 
man, J. Morrison Harris, John T. Harris, Haskin, Hatton, 
liclmick, Hilt, Hoard, William Howard, Hutchins, Jen- 
kins, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Killinger, De- | 
Witt ©. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, | 
Loomis, Matlory, Marston, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, Mc- | 
Kean, McKnight, McPherson, Millson, Millward, Moor- | 
head, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Nixon, 
Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Peyton, Porter, Potter, Quarles, | 
Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Sedgwick, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, William Stewart, Stokes, Tappan, 
Taylor, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Walton, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Winslow, Woodruff, and 
Woodson—118. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


During the vote, 

Mr. BRANCH stated, as he understood there 
would be no public business ready to-night, he 
would vote in the affirmative. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. GARNETT. I rise toa point of order. 
The report of the Committee on Printing is in 
order. | concede that; but | hold that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee is not in 
order, It proposes the printing of extra numbers 
of certain iconanune sed under the rule that prop- 
osition must go t8 the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Coirax in 
the chair.) ‘The Chair sustains the point of order, 
and rules the amendment out of order. 

Mr. NELSON. I move to amend by substi- 
tuting **one hundred”? in the place of * fifty.”’ 

Mr. GURLEY. I move the previous ques- 
tion, 

Mr.REAGAN. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out * fifty,’? and inserting | 
$s ten,” 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The amendment 
is not in order after the previous question is 
call d. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ikea to be put. 


ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled a bill of the 
ILlouse entitled “* An act to repeal the second sec- 
tion and other portions of an act passed June 2, 
1858, entiled ‘An act to provide or the location 
of certain confirmed private land claims in the 
State of Missouri, and for other purposes.’ ”’ 

PRINTING DOCUMENTS——AGAIN. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. GURLEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GURLEY. I am directed, by the Com- 
mittee on Public Printing, to report the following 
resolution: _ 

Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the mem- | 
bers of the House, twenty-five thousand extra copies of 
the billand report prepared by the committee on the Pacific 
railroad. 

I will say that it will cost only five or six cents | 
ver copy. IL move the previous question. 

Mr. BARKSDALE moved (at half past nine 
o'clock) that the House adjourn, and called for 
the yeas and nays upon the motion, 

Mr. HOUSTON called for tellers upon the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was adopted, 

Mr. GURLEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to canatiee on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. [rise to a question 
of privilege. Some six or eight days ago a prop- | 
osition was made in the House by the chairman of | 
the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Sner- 


~_ 


I demand the yeas and nays 


Las 


j 


MAN,] to allow several gentlemen to print their 
speeches. I objected to the privilege being given 
to them, unless the privilege was afforded me to 
reply to the speech of my colleague, [Mr. Wasn- 
BURNE,] indorsing and sustaining the Republican 
nominee for President, Mr. Lincoln. By the uni- 
versal consent ofall the members then in the House, 
I was to have the floor at some subsequent time for 
that purpose. The chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means and all present assented to 
it. Since that time I have labored zealously to be 
recognized by the Speaker. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I call the gentleman from 
Illinois to order. His question is not a question 


|| of privilege. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
point of order; and I desire to finish my statement, 
with the permission of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would 


say that, so far as the gentleman has proceeded, | 


he has not stated a question of privilege. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
through yet, and I hope the Chair will suspend his 
decision until I finish my statement. I was about 
to remark that the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means has not afforded me the oppor- 


tunity | expected he would. The point! make is, | 


| that it having been universally agreed by all the 


| members present at the time 





Mr. MAYNARD. 
from Illinois to order. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 


I must cal] the gentleman 


It having been 


| agreed upon, on all hands, that I should have the 


| league, I 


—@— AS 


opportunity of replying to the speech of my col- 
esire to have that agreement carried 
out, and that that opportunity shall be afforded 
me to-night, to-morrow night, or some time before 
this Congress adjourns. If Ican have unanimous 
consent to speak to-morrow night, I will waive 
the privilege now; otherwise, I insist on speaking 
now. 

The SPEAKER pre tempore. The Chair de- 
cides that the gentleman raises no question of 
privilege. The Chair, however, will put the ques- 
tion to the House whether they will give their 
unanimous consent to the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois. [Cries of ‘* No!’’ * No!’’] 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 1 perceive that the 
objection to ay replying to my colleague comes 
from the Republican side of the House only. If 
they now deny me the privilege they conceded a 


_ week ago I should have, and which was assented 


to by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, the only alternative I have is to ask 


_ the consent of the House to publish my remarks. 
| | should like to deliver them in the House, for I 
| have not written them; but, if Ican do no better, 


I will print them. 
There being no objection, the permission to 
print was granted. 
[Eis speech will be published in the Appendix.] 
PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. NELSON. I desire to introduce the fol- 


| lowing resolution, merely that it may be referred 


to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That one hundred thousand copies of the re- 
ports of the majority and minority of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, and one hundred thousand copies of 
the reports of the majority and minority of the Committee 


on Naval Expenditures, with the evidence before each of 


said committees, be printed and bound together for the use 
of the members of the House ; but this resolution is not to 
be construed as embracing the reports of the naval investi- 
gating committee made at the last session of Congress. 


Mr. BURNETT. I object to the introduction 
of that resolution; and I hold that a single objec- 
tion will exclude it. Why? Because a resolu- 
tion to be introduced into this House, although 
it may have to go, under the rules of the House, 
to the Committee on Public Printing, must have 
unanimous consent, except when introduced upon 
the call of the States for resolutions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over- 
rules the point of order, If objection be made, 
the gentleman from Tennessee can introduce the 
resolution under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. NELSON. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BURNETT. Upon that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to say that this, with 
the resolution which we have already passed for 
printing, will involve an expense of $500,000. 

Mr. SICKLES. I move that the House do 


now adjourn. 


I am stating my | 


I have not got | 
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Mr. WINSLOW. Upon that I demand the 


| yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SICKLES. I withdraw the motion 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 renew the motion. It co; 
tainly is time to adjourn. ’ 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to suspend the rules. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 91, noes 45; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, William, 


Anderson, Barr, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samue} g 
Blair, Blake, Brabson, Brayton, Bristow, Buffinton, Ber. 


| lingame, Burnham, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Colfax, Co. 


vode, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Dawe 
Delano, Dunn, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Ferry, Foster, Gilmer 
Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hardeman, J. Morrisoy 
Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, William A. Howard, 
Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Kenyon, Killinger, Jam,. 
M. Leach, Lee, Longuecker, Loomis, Mallory, Maynarq, 
McPherson, Millward, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Nel. 


| son, Nixon, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Quariec 
| Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick. 


| William Stewart, Stokes, ‘Thayer, Tompkins, Vance 





Sherman, William N. H. Smith, Somes, Spinner, Stantoy 


, : r ’ ’ Van- 
dever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader c 


Wasbburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, We). 


| ster, Wells, and Woodruff—91. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Ro. 
cock, Bonham, Branch, Briggs, Burch, Burnett, Horace P, 
Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Cox, De Jarnette, Florence, Fouk 
John T. Harris, Houston, William Howard, Hughes, Jones 
Landrum, Larrabee, Leake, Maclay, Elbert 8. Martiy’ 
McQueen, McRae, Millson, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, Ruffin, Sickles, Stallworth, 
ee A. Stewart, Stout, Thomas, and Wrigit 

we 

So the rules were not suspended, (two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof.) 

During the vote, 

Mr. BURNETT stated that Mr. Crarge, of 
North Carolina, had paired off with Mr. Tappay, 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, stated that Mr, 
Crawrorp had paired off with Mr. Trai. 

Mr. FRENCH stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Sniru, of Virginia. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, stated that Mr. 
Jenkins had paired off with Mr. Trimse. 

Mr. KUNKEL stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Woop. 

Mr. SHERMAN said: I have been absent this 
evening on a committee of conference; otherwise 
I should have voted in favor of the homestead bill. 

Mr. HALE stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Wiystow. 

Mr. BINGHAM said: I have been absent this 
evening, engaged upon a committee of conference; 
otherwise, should have voted upon the home- 
stead bill. 


The result was announced as above recorded. 


RIVER AND HARROR IMPROVEMENTS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the rules be suspended, with a view to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union from the further consideration of House 


| bill No. 113, making appropriations for the im- 


provementof certain harbors and rivers; and now, 
in order that we may have a full Hoyse to vote 
upon that question, I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 


CHAUNCEY W. FULLER. 
Mr. WALTON. I eppeet to the gentleman 


from Illinois to give way for one moment. I de- 
sire the House to agree to an amendment of the 
Senate to a bill of the House reducing a pension 
from seventeen to eight dollars a month. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As far as 1 
am concerned, I am perfectly willing. 

No objection being made, the House proceeded 
to the consideration of the Senate amendment to 
the bill of the House No. 395, for the relief of 
Chauncey W. Fuller. 

The Senate amendment, reducing the pension 
from seventeen to eight dollars a month, was 
agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Wasusvrye, of 
Illinois, the House (at ten o’clock and fifteen 
minutes, p. m.) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 20, 1860. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurtey. 


The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of 
yesterday. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The Journal, I understand, 
is a very long one. There was no very important 
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business transacted yesterday, and I cannot see 
ye necessity for reading it. I move that it be 
dispensed with. Y . ; 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unan- 
;mous consent. The Chair hears no objection. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I move, by general consent, 


THE 


that the Senate take up and consider the action of | 


the House in regard to our amendments to the 
naval bill. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- | 


ceded to consider the bill (EH. R. No. 500)’ mak- 
ing appropriavions for the naval service for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1861, and the amend- 
ments of the Senate thereto, to which the House 
had disagreed, and the amendment of the House 
to the sixth amendment of the Senate. 


Mr. HUNTER. I believe the House have 


made noamendments to our amendments. They | 


have simply disagreed to our amendments. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There isone amend- | 


ment made by the House. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


conference. : 
The Secretary read the action of the House of 
Repre sentatives. 


The House concurred in the sixth amendment || 


of the Senate, with an amendment. The sixth 
amendment of the Senate was, to add to the bill: 

And be it further enacted, That pursers inthe Navy of the 
United States shall hereatter be styled paymasters, and that 
all laws and regulations applying to them as pursers, and 
allresponsibilities and obligations attaching to them as such, 
shall remain in full foree, and continue to apply to them 
under the tithe of paymasters. 


The amendment of the House was to add at the 
end of the Senate amendment: 


And that the payments heretofore made to the purser’s 
clerk at the navy-yards at Charlestown, New York, and 


I hope that that will be con- | 
sidered; and that then we shall send the bill toa 


Philadelphia, under appropriations made by Congress, at | 


the rate of $750 per annum, are hereby confirmed, and that 
the pay of the pursers? clerks at these navy-yards shall be 
continued at the rate of $750 per annum. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
concurring in the amendment of the House to the 
amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope we shall notconcur in 
thatamendment. It is anew appropriation on 
the Navy bill by the House, that was not con- 
sidered in the Senate at all, and was not upon the 
original bill. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


and to ask for a committee of conference. 


I now move to insist on our | 
amendments to which the House have disagreed, | 


The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Mautory, | 
Mr. Bieter, and Mr. Hamuiy, were appointed. | 


ISAAC 8. SMITII. 


Oa motion of Mr. RICE, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the motion submitted by Mr. Pugu on 
the 11th instant, to reconsider the vote of the Sen- 
ate referring the bill (H. R. No. 231) for the re- 


lief of Isaac S. Smith, of Syracuse, New York, | 
to the Court of Claims; and the motion was | 


agreed to, 

On motion of Mr. RICE, it was 

Ordered, That the Court of Claims be requested to re- 
turn tothe Senate the bill (H. R. No. 231) for the relief of 
Isaac S. Smith, of Syracuse, New York, with the accom- 
panying papers, referred to that court by an order of tie 
Senate of the 8th of June. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, 'That the heirs of Charles Webber have leave to 
withdraw his petition and papers. 


On motion of Mr. LATHAM, it was 


Ordered, That George W. Torrence have leave to with- | 


draw his petition and papers. 
MESSAGE FROM TILE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives 


by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the | 


House had concurred in the amendment of the 


Senate to the bill (H.R. No. 395) for the relief | 


of Chauncey W. Fuller. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bills; which thereupon received the signature of 
the V ice President: 

A bill (S. No. 307) to repeal the second section 
and other portions of an act passed the 2d day of 





| June, 1858, entitled **An act to provide for the 


|| location of certain confirmed private land claims 


| in the State of Missouri, and for other purposes ;”’ 


30th June, 1861; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 395) for the relief of Chaun- 
| cey W. Fuller. 
»  HOCKADAY & LIGGIT. 
| Mr. WIGFALL. 
(H. R. No. 513) for the relief of Hockaday & 
Liggit. 

Mr. YULEE. I think it would hardly be ad- 
visable to take up this bill. It isa bill the merits 


oceasion to a double report from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads—a major- 
| ity and a minority report. It is a case which 

will require ssealiemaa discussion; and I doubt 
whether it will be advisable to employ the time 
of the Senate at this stage of the session upon a 
controverted private bill. 

Mr. WIGFALL. 
taken up. 

Mr. YULEE. Oh, no. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Then if it is not, I have 
simply a word to say, and that is, that itis either 
| right or wrong. If the parties are suffering wrong, 
justice ought now to be done. 
there certainly can be no reasonable objection for 
ascertaining the fact. Il hope the bill may be 
taken up, and we can hear the statements on both 
sides. It will take but very little time. 

Mr. YULEE. I agree that there is a right or 


in every case of every private bill on the Calen- 


dar, and, by the same rule, we should take up the | 


whole Calendar. But it does not seem to me ad- 
visable to single out from that Calendar a bill 
which must necessarily require considerable dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. GREEN. 
ship. It ought to be determined; and if it is not 
determined the party will be a corpse in less than 
six weeks. I express my honest sentiment in it. 


Florida. I know he intends to contest it. 
willing to hear his objection, and I am willing 
for the Senate to determine whether he is right, 
or whether the balance of the committee and the 
balance of the Senate are right. Itis a House bill, 
and passed unanimously in that body. It is a 
case of extreme hardship, and I do hope the Sen- 
ate will take it up and let us hear the Senator 
from Florida, and then vote upon it after we have 
heard him. 

Mr. BROWN. I concur fully with what the 
Senator from Missouri says. ‘This is a case of 
great hardship. This old man is literally broken 
up and ruined unless his bill passes. That he 
has a just claim for something against the Gov- 
ernment, | suppose even the Senator from Flor- 
ida will not dispute. IL hope it will be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H.R. No. 513) for the relief of Hock- 
aday & Liggit. It directs that the sum of $59,576 
he allowed to Hockaday & Liggit, in full pay- 
ment for damages sustained by them in reduction 
of pay for carrying the mails on route No. 8911; 
| and that that amount be paid to William Liggit, 
for and on account of Ilockaday & Liggit, and 
for their benefit. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is there any report in this 
case? I am told itinvolves a principle that may 
cost us a great deal; and we ought to settle this 
with deliberation, at any rate. 

The VICE.PRESIDENT. 
ascertain if there is a report in the case. 
| Mr. YULEE. There is a report. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a report, 


| as the Secretary informs the Chair. 





Mr. HALE. There was an amendment recom- 
mended by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads to that bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is noamend 
ment to the bill, as the Secretary informs the 
Chair. 

Mr. HALE. There was an amendment re- 
ported; and if there is none there, | move it now, 
that the sum of $59,576 be stricken out, and $40,000 
inserted. That was the report of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


of which are controverted, and which has given | 


I believe the bill is already | 


If they are not, | 


wrong in the case; and so is there right or wrong | 


This is acase of peculiar hard- | 


Nobody dissents from it but the Senator from | 
I am | 


The Chair will | 


(| A bill (H.. R. No. 305) making appropriations | 
for the support of the Army for the year ending | 


I move to take up the bill 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
treat that as an amendment from the committee. 

Mr. HALE. That was what they reported. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Virginia ask for the reading of the report? 

Mr. HUNTER. If itis 2 long report, I wiil 
not weary the Senate with the reading of it, if some 
gentleman will state the principle upon which we 
are to pay this claim. 

Mr.WIGFALL. The Senator from Missouri 
can state it. 

Mr. POLK. This wasone of the cases in which 
the Postmaster General curtailed the mail service. 
These gentlemen, or rather John M. Hockaday, 
was contractor on route 8911, for carrying the 
mail from St. Joseph, in Missouri, to Salt Lake 
City,in the Territory of Utah. He was to carry 
it, | think, for about two years and seven months, 
at the rate of $190,000 a year, for one trip a week, 
the schedule time, I think, twenty-two lets and 


| if the schedule time should be reduced to twenty 
| days, then for $220,000; and if to eighteen days, 
| for $225,000. Shortly after the contract was made 


with him, Mr. Liggit became a full and legal 
partner in the contract. They went on to stock 
the route. The route was one that had been un- 
der contract before, and in every instance there 


| had been a failure to perform the service; the ser- 


vice before that not being oftener than monthly. 
ry. ® . 
They stocked the route, and it required to stock 


| it the establishment of some twenty-cight sta- 


| tlons. 


It required a large number of coaches, It 
required upwards of five hundred mules. It re- 
quired forage for these mules on the whole line— 


| | mean the mules for the coaches—besides those 
| that were incidentally necessary; and then it re- 


, will not go into. 


quired, in addition to that, all the hands that were 
necessary to manage the mules, the coaches, and 
the harness, and ten thousand other things that | 
All this had to be taken over 
this wildnerness country, and they were to do it 
all in the short time of less thana month. They 
did it, however. They stocked the route, and 


| they went on to perform the service, and received 


| ruin—if that was carried into effect. 


a commendatory letter from the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, in which he stated, in the highest possible 
terms of encomium, that the service was per- 
formed to the entire satisfaction of the Depart- 
ment; and that is the first time in the history of 
this mail in which it had been so done. 

The Post Office appropriation bill failed at the 
last Congress. These gentlemen had to advance 
heavily in the stocking of this road. They say 
—and they have proved, I think, satisfactorily— 
that the expense to them was $394,000. When 
this Post Office bill failed, it shook their credit; 
but they had good friends to sustain them. They 
were men of very tolerable means themselves. I 
know Mr. Liggit was, for he was a farmer in 


| good circumstances, near Independence, Jackson 
| county, Missouri. 


They were able to stand the 
shock to their credit by the failure of the Post 
Office appropriation bill. They were compelled, 
as many others were, to sell paper on the Gov- 
ernment at about fifteen per cent. or more dis- 
count. ‘They lost some fifteen thousand dollars 
in that way. In April they were notified that the 
Postmaster General had under contemplation the 
reduction of the service on that route. Mr. Hock- 
aday immediately wrote a letter protesting against 
it, in which he stated his immense expenditure, 
and the inevitable result that would be to him— 
The letter 
of expestulation is here. It is long and full. He 
also states what would be his loss. I recollect 
one instance, in which he ‘states that his mules 


| on the route, which were the only things he could 


take to market, had cost him $117,000, and if he 
had to take them to market, they would not yield 
one third of that amount. 

The Second Awsistant Postmaster Generalasked 
him to bid of the route, but he declined to bid on 
the route, because he held the contract, and stood 
on his contract. He maintained his contract. 
They, however, notified him that they would re- 
duce the service. They did reduce the service; 
and he protested against that reduction all the way 
through. After the reduction was made, he pro- 
tested. In his first protest he stated that the mail 
that he was compelled to carry filled one mail 
stage every trip, that there was just a load for 
every trip, and if they reduced it from weekly to 
semi-monthly he would be under the necessity of 
doubling all his teams; and instead of staring 
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with one coach and six mules, he would have to 
take two coaches and twelve mules, and have to 
double his hands, his harness, and his whole 


equipment on the entire length of the route. The 


reduction was made. He went on and attempted 
to perform his contract. He said to them he could 
not reduce, that it was cheaper to him 





Mr. COLLAMER. How much did that reduce 


the may? 

Mr. POLK. Sixty-five thousand dollars. 

Mr. Cr 1LLAM ER. W hat proportion 
that? 

Mr. POLK. 
than the pro rata for the number of trips, because 
it divided off the trips for half the pay; but that 
reduction was made when, as is abundantly shown 
in this case, there was no reduction of the amount 
to be carried at all, and no reduction of the ex- 
The expense was just as great. Shortly 
after this he found out, when this was done, that 


yas 


wnse, 


The proportion would be less | 


| himself to the War Department. He sends a 


his credit was utterly destroyed, and he was com- | 


pelled to sell out. 

Mr. YULEE. 
make a brief statement of the other side. If it 
had beer possible at this period of the session 
that the Senate could bear with the reading of the 
report, which | felt it my duty to make im this 
case, it would perhaps, by all means, be the best 
presentation of the facts. I will endeavor, how- 
ever, very briefly to present the points belonging 
to this case. 

A contract was in existence for service once a 
month, in coaches, between St. Joseph and Utah, 
for, 1 believe, the sum of $32,000, or thereabouts. 
When the civil agitations commenced in Utah, 
and an army was being marched there, and it was 
supposed that there might Le conflict of arms, the 
Postmaster General, Mr. Brown, it appears, pre- 
suming that more frequent service might be re- 
quired, at the instanee of Mr, Hockaday, for he 
appears by his letter to have been an applicant 
for the service 

Mr. POLK. 
tractor. 

Mr. YULEE. Very well. Isuppose the same 
as all persons desirous of getting employment. 
There was no invitation of bids. The Postmas- 





No more than any other con- 


ter General annulled this contract of $32,000 for 
once a month service, and gave the contract for || 


$190,000 for a weekly service to this new party. 
Mr. POLK. If the Senator will allow me, was 


not the contract he speaks of as being annulled | 


annulled because the contract had not been per- 
formed by the contractor? 

Mr. YULEE. 1 do not so understand. 

Mr. POLK. I do, distinetly. 


Mr. YULEE. That may have been the ground | 


on which it was placed by the Department, that 
the service was not very well performed. 
ever that may be, it was a regular contract, and 


How- | 


the performance could have beenenforced. It was, | 


as stated in the report, evidently in contemplation 


of the parties, when this contract was made, that | 


the public necessities might at some future time 
cease to require the frequency of service then con- 
templated, 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish tu ask the gentle- 
man whether he means to be understood that a 
contract existed on this route for some thirty 
thousand dollars was vacated, and that it was 


given out to these parties for $190,000 without any | 


advertisement? 
Mr. YULEE. Yes, sir.¢ 
Mr. COLLAMER. By what law? 


Mr. YULEE. That I do notknow. That does | 


not belong to this case. So it was thought; and 
the contract contained the usual clause, expressly 
authorizing the Postmaster General, whenever, 
in his opinion, for any cause, the public necessi- 
ties might require it, to curtail or to discontinue 


the service, payings as damage, ofhe month *’scom- | 
pensation. In this case thefe seems to have been || 


extraordinary care upon this point; for, besides 


this general clause, there was another special pro- | 


vision introduced, which provided that if the state 
of affairs should render unnecessary such frequent 
service, the contract might be reduced to twice a 
month by the Post Office Department. Itappears 


|| them was the reduction of the service, 


the present Postmaster General, upon investga- | 


ting the condition of the service, found here a 
contract which expressly, by one of its terms, 
contemplated a reduction to twice a month, in 
ease the public necessities in Utah did not require 
more frequent communication. 


Now, Mr. President, I will | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


correspondence here with the Secretary of War, 
showing that the Seerctary of War communicated 


GLOBE. 


to him the fact that more than twice a month’s | 
service was not necessary for the public service, | 
so far as the military department was concerned. | 
| Here, then, had arisen the case contemplated in 


the contract. The Postmaster General might, 
upon the general clause, have curtailed; but here, 


after taking the pains to satisfy himself that the 


case especially contemplated in the contract had 
arisen, When the frequency of communication 
which it was supposed might be necessary and 
desirable for the War Department ceased to be 
necessary, it was reduced; and what then? If he 


had applied the strict regulation of the Depart- | 


ment, these parties would have received, for the 
semi-monthly service to which they were reduced, 
less than ninety thousand dollars, I believe. In- 
stead of that, in consideration of their represent- 
ations of the injury and damage that would result 
to them, he gave them $125,000; giving them about 
thirty-seven thousand five hundred dollars a year, 
as he states, more than by the ordinary rule of the 
Department would have been given to them. 

But gentlemen say, although the compensation 
and frequency of the trips was reduced, the amount 
of service was not reduced. 


I meet that with the | 


distinct allegation thatif it was not reduced, these | 
_ parties suffer no damage; but that it was, in fact, 
| reduced; and I sustain this allegation in this wise: 
it is in proof before the committee, and it was not | 
| in proof before the House, that before the date 


when the service was to be reduced, these parties 
had sold out to new parties in knowledge of the 
fact that it had been so reduced, and before the 


period for its reduction arrived, and had received | 


full compensation, at least were entitled to receive 
full compensation, for their whole outfit, and a 
bonus of $50,000 besides, for the transfer of the 
contract. They did weekly service, and received 
full pay for it during the whole time they held the 
contract, and before the period for reduction had 
arrived they had sold outand transferred their in- 


terest; and notonly sold outand transferred their | 


interest, but transferred all.claim upon the Gov- 
ernment and upon Congress for any compensa- 
tion to these new parties, 

Nor is it true that the amount of service was 
increased; for there is on file with these papers a 
letter from the Department expressly stating the 
fact, as the late Postmaster General, [Mr. Cot- 


_LAMER,] who now graces this body, and who is 


listening to me, will know to be so, that the con- 
tract having provided for the conveyance of the 
mail in a four-horse coach, if the Department re- 
duced the number of trips, and they carried them 
but once a month or twice a month, they were 
only bound to take in their doncheuss tied what 
could be properly carried in that coach; and if 
there was any extra mail it was for the Depart- 


_ ment to provide the means of conveying it, which 


they would do either by allowing an extra com- 


| pensation to the contractor for taking it, or in 


some other way forwarding it. It is not true, 


| therefore, that any occasion grew out of that re- 


duction to increase stock, or to require the in- 
crease of stock; and if it were true, the single fact 
that they had sold and transferred their whole 
contract with the Government to another party 
for a bonus of $50,000, after the reduction and 
before the commencement of the reduced service, 
was evidence enough that no damage had been 
done them. 

But, without regard to any of its equities, I 


| rest the case simply and singly upon this ground, 


and I say it is not safe for the Department to de- 


| part from it: the Government had entered into a 


He addressed |) 


| contract with these parties; undoubtedly the con- 
_ ditions of that contract entered into the price at 


which the contract was taken; and when the 
Government agreed to pay them $190,000 for this 
service, that price included a consideration for all 
the conditions attending the contract by which 
damage might result to the parties; and among 
Express 
provision was made for that reduction; and the 
damage which the Government should pay was 
assessed in that contract, was agreed upon, and 
was paid by the Government, to wit: one month’s 
additional pay upon the reduced service. That 
was an assessment of the damage which the Gov- 
ernment was to pay. it was paid by the Gov- 
ernment, and their duty was discharged. I say 
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it is unsafe for us to depart from the prinejp}, 
of the obligation of contracts; but whenever - 
commence it, there can be no end to it. It js just 
and right that the Government should require 








from those who engage in it a submission to the 


conditions of the contract, while they should 
form fully on their part all its obligations, Now 
I say, not only did the Government exercise jt, 
right in making this reduction, but it €Xercised 
it with consideration and with clemency. They 


per- 


_not only paid the assessed damage, ‘but they 


gave to these parties, the almost single instangp 


'in the Government for many years past—] hp. 


lieve there have been but one or two—they gaye 
them much beyond the pro rata reduction which 
was usual, which had become the established 
practice and rule in the Government, and which 
was known to all contractors. They did not ep. 


_ force it harshly on these gentlemen, but they 
invited them to suggest what would be the proper 


consideration; and it was only after they failed 


_and refused to do so, that they were obliged to 


settle it for themselves. 
Now, if nothing had been allowed by the Pog, 


Office Department, they might have a case upon 


which appeal might be made; but that is not the 


ease. They come here and claim damages upon 





a ground which | have shown does not exist jy 
fact. But what is there besides? While th y 
claim—and the House has allowed them—tiy 
amount curtailed for the service from the tine 
when the reduction was made to the Ist of July, 
I believe, or somewhere thereabouts, the party ty 
whom they had transferred the contract before thy 
period for reduction had arrived, and from whom 
they had received a bonus of $50,000 for that con- 
tract, tell us,in a letter which is with these papers, 
that they claim the double pay—claim the addi- 


| tional pay for the curtailed service. They say that 


they have performed weekly service, and that they 
are entitled to the additional pay from Govern- 
ment; and these parties fall back, then, upon the 
ground of damage. Damage for what? Certainly 
itis not a proper case of damage when itisa 
damage, if a damage at all, which resulted only 
from the enforcement by the Government ofa 
condition in a contract which they had entered 
voluntarily upon. That was no damage; but the 
fact that no real damage from the action of the 
Department is proven by the very fact to which | 
have adverted—which appears by the contract ou 
file with these papers, obtained from one of the 
parties to the contract—that they received after this 
reduction a bonus of $50,000 for the transfer of 
the contract, and never did themseives perform 
the reduced service, but received full pay up to 
the end of the time. 

Iam unwilling, Mr. President, to detain the 
Senate with any prolonged discussion of this mat- 
ter. I think it is enough that we rest upon the 
question of the contract; butif we go beyond thai, 
and look to the equity of the case, there is enough 
among the papers to show that it is impossible 
there could have been any loss; for upon a fair 
calculation that I have made of the cost of estab- 
lishing the service, and of running it for the year 
for which they did run it, based upon evidence 
derived from the statementof Mr. Hockaday hini- 
self, existing in the Department, I show that the 
amount received from the parties to whom they 
sold, and the amount received from the Govern- 
ment, after paying the whole cost of establishing 
the service and running it for a year, ought to 
have left them from one to two hundred thousan¢ 
dollars profit. 

But ioe is another fact which must be taken 
into consideration. This bill wili make no dis- 
charge of the Government from Mr. Hockaday, 
if he has a right claim, or from the new contract- 
ors, at all. hy? It isa bill for the relief ot 
Hockaday & Liggit; and who is Liggit? He's 
a party unknown to the Government. He has 
never been recognized as a contractor. Whatever 
may be the private arrangement between Mr. 
Hockaday and Mr. Liggit, Mr. Liggit, as to the 
Government, is unknown; and if anything is paid 
Mr. Liggit, as this vill directs should be done to 
Mr. Liggit, he is paid at the risk of the Govern- 
ment, and dependent altogether upon the pleasure 
of Mr. Hockaday to recognize him. 

But more than that: itso happens that we have 
on file a recognized and authentic copy of a con 
tract by which Hockaday & Liggit transferred to 
Russell, Jones, & Co. all claims upon the Govern- 
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— sent, as well as the contract. Now, in the face || touched; but the misfortune was, the head fell || time of the Senate by referring to these things, 
ciple n that fact, although Mr. Russell says he does || over the block. There is the difficulty, and the || but perhaps I ought to do it—is this: Mr. Russell 
T we _ claim in the form which they claim, he does || kind words do not lessen the force of the blow. |) wished to get the right to come before Congress 
$ just —y he claims for precisely what the House agrees Now, Mr. President, the Senator has said there || for additional compensation for carrying this mail 
quire 5 allow, and then the difference between the full |} was no loss to these parties, because they sold the | for ence a week; for he knew very well he would 
O the ontract price and the curtailed price, upon the || contract before the curtailment actually took place. | have to carry it once a week; and he did carry it 
per. joa that 1t had cost them as much to do the cur- || The fact was, that they were notified early in | once a week. He knew it was less expensive to 
Now, tailed service as the other. Russell says he claims May that the contract was to be curtailed; but the carry it once a week, and he did so carry it, and 
SE its for that, and that claim is known to us, and is || curtailment was not to commence until the Ist of | in his contract, in order to get the services of Mr. 
clsed nending before us; and if the provision which the | July; but in the early part of May, they found | Hockaday, it is provided: 
Chey House has sent us in the appropriation bill for || themselves utterly incapacitated to carry on the |) « And the said John M. Hockaday further agrees to give 
they 1860 passes, Mr. Russell is entitled to receive that contract—utterly ruined—and were compelled to his personal aid and influence to secure the interests of 
Lance compensation ; and thus we shall have paid double || sel! at as greata sacrifice as they would have been | Jones, Russell & Co. before Congress for an increased 
I be. hese parties, once to Hockaday & Liggit, and || compelled to sell at if the sale had taken place |) COMPensation tor carrying said mail, so far as he can with 
Bave ther time to Russell, for the same thing. ‘That || after the Ist of July. Therefore, I am sorry to cmvenlence to his own business interests. The sald Jones, 
hict anothe ; l See Lt bale G bie eed ae A ee z ore y Sn ae , ca , Russell & Co. agn e * pay him a liberal compensation 
os isthestate of thecase. I thin 1ave said enough to | oe , It seems to me that if the attempt is Not So— || therefor in case of success, 
ished show to the Senate that it is acase which deserves | I do not believe itis—the resultis to make a false, Now, I say this is what Russell & Co. were 
rhich their investigation; for I tell gentlemen there is |, fallacious, and deceptive impression on the minds || contracting to get from J. M. Hockaday. And 
rt en- no ground upon which this can beallowed, except || of the Senate on that point. then it is added: , 
they that we will go behind the contract and look into The Senator denies that the curtailing service “Itis expressly understood that the said J. M. Hocka- 
roper the equities, and pay damages for exercising the || left the amount of mail matter to be carried || day and J. M. Hockaday & Co. sell, assign, and set over 
tailed orivilege of curtailment where the privilege was || just as much as it was before. He says there | with said contract, all claim or claims in behalf of the same, 
ed to srovided; and that if we allow it in this case, we || is a letter from the Postmaster General’s Office || Te Congress or the Department.” 
wy must allow it in every other, from the beginning || to the effect that the curtailing of service does not || *In_ behalf of the contract.’’ It was not for 
one of the Government down to this time. || compel the party to carry more than the amount || the injury they had received, by being crushed 
Upon Gentlemen say that the damage for which they || of mail matter his coaches will be able to trans- || down in taking away this contract from them 
hanes claim resulted from the failure of the appropria- || port. No such letter as that was sent to Mr, || that they sell to Russell & Co.; but they say to 
Upon tion bill. I meet them upon that point by refer- || Saskider., when he protested against the reduc- || Russell & Co. that any claim that can be made, 
st in ring the Senate to the memorial of the parties,in || tion. When he protested against the curtailment, || and the fruit of any claim that can be made, for 
they which they expressly negative that as a ground || it was not said to him, ‘‘ run a coach once in two || carrying this mail weekly, notwithstanding the 
—th of claim to us; and, apparently in order to |) wecks,and take what youcan.*’ Ifthathad been || reduction from once a week to twice a month, 
Unie trengthen their assertion, they say that the cause || the case, it would have been undoubtedly differ- | they are willing they should have, and they would 
July, of their injury was solely due to the curtailment. || ent; but they left him to his contract as it was. || exercise their utmost influence for the purpose of 
rly to Now, that it could not be due to the curtailment, |! Let any Senator look at the contract. I say the | getting that for them, so far as they could exer- 
_— | have shown, by the two facts, that they sold the ] contract leaves him to carry the whole mail mat- ||! cise that influence. In accordance with that 
hom contract for a bonus, after the reduction, of $50,000; || ter; and in that bid, to which I shall have occa- || agreement, we have a letter from Mr. Russell, in 
+ COR and by the other fact that the Department states, || sion to refer the Senate by and by again, when he | which he distinctly states that he makes no elaim 
vo ina letter, what every contractor knows, that if || bids for six hundred pounds service, (L ought to | upon Congress for the matter that he understands 
addi. ihe number of trips is reduced, the contractor is || Say here, in justice to him, that this was in June, || these parties claim for; that is, for the injury that 
y that not bound to take any more than the description || 1857,) the estimate is furnished for six hundred || has been done, and damage consequent upon it 
they of service he has contracted for can conveniently || pounds service, at some sixty-two thousand dol- | by this,as | think, unlawful violation of the con- 
vern- convey. ‘That is the ground upon which I con- || lars a year; but when he bids for the whole mail | tract—I may say a word about that before I con- 
2S sider it my duty to oppose this bill. || matter, it is $145,000. Itis more than double; | clude—but only for the increased compensation. 
any Now, sir, | wish to say a word further, which || and yet the Senator says it is not true that, after || That is all he claims. And, sir, allow me to — 
it iB a does not belong to the case, but which belongs to || the curtailment, he was compelled to carry the || that I would carefully add the Senator’s amend- 
omy my friends, who are so much interested in this || whole amountof mail matter that has accumulated || ment to the House bill; and he has framed that 
of a bill. I know their feelings are very much inter- || there. || amendment, and the House bill itself is so framed, 
ered ested in it by the character and personal merits || Mr. YULEE. Certainly. || that the benefit of it goes to the contractor, and 
ut the of the individual who is here claiming; I know || Mr. POLK. Iamsorry that is said, Mr. Pres- || not to the assignee of the contractor. Jones, Rus- 
f the they feel somewhat excited towards me for the || ident, for it looks like double-dealing on the part || sell & Co., who are the assignees of Hockaday & 
hich | opposition that I make to this case; but [ felt it || of this Department; for when Mr. Hockaday || Liggit, make no claim to that. 
— to be my duty, a public duty, acting as a member || wrote his first protest, and insisted upon thatasthe || | ‘Then it is said by the Senator from Florida that 
. oe of the committee to which this matter has been || main ground of injury to him, and they responded || for this inference the contract stipulates there 
> intrusted, to call the attention of the Senate to the || to him, they made no such response as is now || shall be a month’s pay; and in his report he says 
os principle involved in the case, and to the facts con- || made by this Department, after this matter comes |) that the contractors have received it by their as- 
rform nected with it, in order that, if it does pass, we || before them. || signees. 
up to nay know what we are passing, and what prin- || Mr. YULEE. I[t wasa matter of regulation || But, Mr. President, it has been suggested to me 
ciple of legislation we are establishing for the fu- || known to the contractors. It is a rule governing || that the time is nearly out. I will not take up 
n the ture. Idoit, ofcourse, withoutany personal feeling || the practice of the Department. | more of the time of the Senate in explaining this 
dal atall in the matter, but purely with the purpose || Mr. POLK. I hope the Senator will not inter- || matter. I wish a vote on it this morning; but I 
n the of calling the attention of the Senate to the sub- || rupt me too often. || am satisfied that the grounds on which the Sena- 
| thai, ject, in order that they may pass upon it under- 1 Mr. YULEE. Certainly not. | tor puts it are not the true grounds. He refers 
ough standingly; and, having done so, Iam perfectly || Mr.POLK. Wehave notenough time anyhow. || to the returns of this contract. In the first place, 
— satisfied, and perfectly willing that it shall give || But what I have to say in answer is this: has he || I think it is a poor business for Congress to say, 
a fair all that is asked for, if they can properly do it, '| wrote that protest, and made it one of the special || in a case like this, which is intended to put all 
ae Mr. POLK. Mr. President, I feel no sort of || grounds of complaint, in their response to him || the power in the hands of the Government, that 
en excitement towards the Senator from Florida; but || they never once undertook te correct that impres- || if the Government, in a contingency that was not 
—— I feel that, in resisting this claim, he has been || sion. They could not correct it. The contract || contemplated when the contract was made, shall 
him doing what he thinks to be his duty; and there- \| called for it, and their regulations could not inter- || interfere to crush a man to the ground and ruin 
at the fore | have no objection to make to itat all. I | fere with the contract. Heunderstood hiscontract, || him, they shall not give him redress, because the 
they wish to say that, while the Senator from Florida | and acted on his contract; and when he insisted on || contract was so broadly drawn as to cover his 
yeere. thinks the exercise of this curtailing power—that || his contract, they did not tell him he might run || case, and leave him without strict legal remedy; 
ishing is what it is—governmental power, in the hands | only once in two weeks, and carry as much as || but when you come to apply his argument, itdoes 
ght 2 of the Postmaster General, was kindly and ten- | might be convenient. || not apply here at all; for this contract does not 
usan® derly exercised, there are others who thinkit was || Then it is said that there has been a transfer of || say that the Postmaster General is the arbiter to 
b. most hardly enforced. I have before me the affi- |! the rights of these parties to Messrs. Russell || determine whether this exigency has arisen upon 
taken davit of Mr. R. H. Porter, as respectable a gen- || & Co.,and that the House have given them just || which the contract shall be interfered with at all. 
0 dis- tleman as can be found, and who lives in the same | what Russell & Co. claim. Mr. President, we || This correspondence shows that when Mr. Hock- 
aday; county with Mr. Liggit, and who knows Liggit || have nothing to do here with the basis of es- || aday is notified that they had made this curtail- 
utract- and the public sentiment there, and he says: | timate on which the House put this matter. I || ment, he said: ‘* You have no right to do it, and 
i. cs nnn one at all conversant with the matter, in Mis- |, will grant that the House vut it on a wrong bot- cannot do it without consulting me; I have some- 
souri, thinks these contractors have been cruelly treated || tom. They put iton this bottom: that the Gov- || thing to say on this subject, as wellas you.”? He 
le has ly their Government; and affiant entertains no doubt the | ernment should pay back to Hockaday & Liggit || contests the point right there. 
oa weet Will not cover their loss from the causes |! what the Government had gained by this outrage || Then the Senator says this contract was drawn 
a . : % m 1 upon them. But that is not the true ground. If || with special reference to the condition of things 
to - g Mr. YULEE. I ask my friend if the cruel the Government did not gain a cent; if the Gov- || in Utah. It is so drawn. It is unfortunately the 
iS pal ‘reatment was not the simple curtai'ment, not the | ernmentdid them a wrong, the Governmentought || fact; it was an oversight on the part of the Post- 
one 0 manner in which itwasdone? Mr. Porter knew || to repair and indemnify them for that wrong. || master General, or the party who drew the con- 
pvern- hothing about that. || The House made that mistake. ladmitthat. But || tract, no doubt; but the fact is so, that $190,000 is 
asure Mr. POLK. Of course; for | have no doubt |! 1 deny that there is any.transfer by this contract || stipulated as the price to be paid, even though it 
nats ian done in as honeyed words as it could be || by Hockaday & Liggit to Mr. Russell, of any || may be reduced. That is, perhaps, by filling a 
tas — Just as kindly, so far as that is con- || claim for damages in this case, and for the claim || blank; but it was so drawn. . ' 
ate . ed, as could be; like the sharp knife that took || that they make here. In the first place, the phrase Now, I have one word to say about the bonus 
Sis nhan’s head off almost before he knew he was |! in the contract of sale—-I cislike to take up the |! of which the Senator speaks. In this case, the 
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outlays were $394,000, and it is shown that all 
they got was $144,000. That is every dollar they 
got in the sale of the contract for a bonus or any- 
thing else. The question is, how much they got? 
They got $144,000 for what cost them $394,000; 


and then they got the compensation that was | 


paid by the Department, which reduced their loss 
down to something over fifty thousand dollars— 
very nearly sixty thousand dollars. 


the Senate any longer, if we can have a vote on 
this case. 1 know this thing has been put off for 
along time. I have not been willing to call itup, 
except fora whole morning hour; and if Senators 
are disposed to occupy time, they can kill Liggit 
by speaking, as many a man has been killed. I 
hope he will not be. 

Mr. YULEE. [shall not kill him by speaking. 
] have done enough to call the attention of the 
Senate to the subject; and there are more facts 
than are before the Senate. I wish only to say 


that there is no evidence of the expenditure of | 
$394,000, and that, on the contrary, I think I | 
show, in the report which I made, that it was im- | 
|| the Senator from 
|| consider the vote by whic 
to provide for the payment of outstanding Treas- | 
|| ury notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate and 


possible any suchsum could have been spent with 
any sort of discretion. 

Mr. POLK. Iam very sorry we have not time 
to go into that subject. 

Mr. GREEN, t think the ey ike nee shows ex- 
actly the contrary; but Il ask the vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the amendment offered by the Senator from New 
Ilampshire. 

The amendment was ageed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
and the amendment was concurred in and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 
time. It was read the third time. 

Mr. YULEE. IL ask for the yeas and nayson 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. My attention has not 
been turned at all to the case. I do not under- 
stand it; and, unless it is necessary therefore, | 
will not vote. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 10; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Brown, 


Cameron, Chesnut, Dixon, Doolittle, Fitch, Foot, Green, 
Hale, Hemphill, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 


Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Polk, Rice, Sebastian, Simmons, | 


Sumner, Wade, Wigtall, Wilkinson, and Wilson—23s. 


NAYs—Messrs. Bragg, Clark, Davis, Foster, Harlan, | 


Pearce, Seward, Thomson, Trumbull, and Yulee—10, 


So the bill was passed. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. TOOMBS. 


bill making appropriations for sundry civil ex- 


venses of the Government for the year ending the | 


30th of June, 1861, have had the same under con- 


sideration, and have agreed upon all the amend- | 


ments except one, and that was the amendment 
by the Senate to the bill appropriating $300,000 
to the New Orieans custom-louse and to pay for 
materials for that building. The House have 
amended thatamendment by appropriating $5,000 
for taking care of it, and $25,000 for paying for 
materials, but are opposed to so much of the ap- 
propriation as proposes a continuance of the work 
at this time. We have agreed upon all other ques- 


tions, and the Committee desire the instructions | 


of the Senate whether the Senate will insist or 
recede from its amendment. Iam in favor of it 
myself, and | will make the motion either way, 
or any other gentleman can. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I voted for this amend- 
ment, and I do not know but that it would be 
proper enough for me to make the motion, 

Mr. HUNTER. Certainly. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., I voted for the amend- 
mentappropriating this sum,and am very strongly 
and decidedly in favor of it, but have become sat- 
isfied that it is quite useless to attempt to agree 
upon the subject with the committee of confer- 
ence of the House; and itis very doubtful whether 
‘t could be carried through the House. I there- 
fore make the motion that the Senate recede, and 
concur in the action of the House. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
the Senate recede from its amendment to the bill 
of the House, in relation to the New Orleans cus- 
tom-house, 


Mr. BRIGHT. In theabsence of both the Sen- 


‘The question ison | 
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ators from Louisiana, it is proper to state that it 
is ten years since the custom-house at New Or- 
leans was commenced, and it is still in an uncov- 
ered condition. It is in a state of dilapidation. 


| The ground was given originally by private indi- 


viduals, on the consideration that the Government 


| would come forward and make this improvement. 

| The land is estimated at something like a nillion | 
|| dollars. 
Mr. President, 1 will not take up the time of | 


Good faith towards private individuals, 


| who have contributed to the erection of this build- | 


ing, requires that itshould be completed. I think 


| there is great propriety in the Senate insisting on | 


its amendment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on | 


| the motion to recede. 


The motion was agreed to. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. The hour of twelve | 
| o’clock having arrived, the Chair calls up the un- | 
| finished business of yesterday, being the Post 


Office deficiency bill. 
Mr. BIGLER. I move to postpone all prior 


<entucky [Mr. I 
h House bill No. 338, 


fix the duties on imports, and for other purposes, 


was postponed until the second Monday of De- | 


cember next. 
Mr. YULEE. 

It must be perfectly well known to the Senate, 

and every member of the Senate, that it is entirely 


impossible there can be action upon the tariff || 
|| question at this session; and it must also be 
| known to the Senate that itis indispensable that the || 
|| appropriation bills should be disposed of. I trust 


that the Senate will permit this Post Office bill, 


which is now before the body, and which is in a | 
|| condition to be voted upon directly, to be pro- 
| ceeded with, and when that is disposed of, if the 

Senator desires to make his motion, I for one shall || 


‘not be in his way. But this bill is now under 
r . 
way; we have discussed it; we are about ready 


| for a vote upon it; and in a very few minutes it | 


can be disposed of. 
postpone it. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
this morning. Itis useless to discuss this ques- 
tion. It is perfectly understood. 
friend from Florida } 


I hope the Senate will not 


At this stage of the session it will be 
quite impossible, I presume, to get in my motion 


_ without interfering with some appropriation bill | 
The committee of conference |! 
on the disagreeing vote of the two Houses on the | 


or other; and I prefer to have the question settled 
now. I hope sincerely that the Senate will take 
this question up with a view of considering it de- 
liberately, and modifying the tariff laws. 


ation with any other view. ‘The Senator from 


| Florida argues the want of time. I have answered 


that over and over again; that is a question that 


is within our reach entirely. We can have time 
or not, just as we please; and I do not feel at lib- || 
erty, under the pressure of sentiment from my | 


State, to recognize the plea of time. This flimsy 


| resolution we can dispose of in an hour, and take 
a¥ much time as we please. Convinced, as lam, | 


that the exigencies of the country require us to 


take that time and perform that duty, I have | 


made this motion, and I hope it may prevail. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 

the motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania to 

postpone all prior orders, with a view to take up 


the motion to reconsider the vote postponing the | 


tariff bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now | 


is on the motion to reconsider the vote by which | 


the bill CH. R. No. 338) to provide for the pay- 
ment of outstanding Treasury notes, to authorize 


a loan, to regulate and fix the duties on imports, | 


and for other purposes, was postponed until De- 


| cember next. 


Mr. BIGLER. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I shall vote 
against the reconsideration, unless there is to be 


| an understanding upon this question, If the time 
| of Monday next, fixed for adjournment, is ex- 
| tended one week, two weeks, three weeks, or four 


weeks, I am ready, and notonly ready, but willing, 


| effect, and Lam against shamming before the cou 


| to make any exten 


| of affairs, and the prospective short perioc 


" 1 | may be passed at this session, not only f 
orders for the —— of taking up the motion of || : 


OWELL] to re- | 


I hope that will not be done. | 


|| March 


I shall not detain the Senate | 


I say to my | 
can see no more becoming || 

occasion than the present on which to submit this | 
| motion. 


I do | 


not desire any Senator to vote for the reconsider- | 

















June 20, 


to vote for a reconsideration, and devote o 
exclusively to the consideration of the revision .p 
the tariff. I think that we ought to do so_ ne 
sir, if the idea is to reconsider this vote, and 
this question up to-day, with a view of 
ing on Monday next, f shall not vote for 
sideration under such circumstane 
real; it isa mere show before t 


Ur time 


dut, 
ake 
adjourn. 
& recon. 
cs, for it is hot 


1¢@ country fi . 


try in this warm weather. 
Mr. TEN EYCK. I hope that the motion 


reconsider the vote postponing the tariff bill of 


| the House until December next, will prevail, | 


do not, at this Sears BEBE ON, upon this question, 
8 ) 
any ed remarks. [ think thes 
would be ill-timed in view of the present osition 
lod of tin, 
Ye 


ate of 


at which the session will be terminated. 
sir, I desire to say that the people of the §; 
New Jersey, whom I have the honor jn part to 
represent upon this floor, desire, irrespective of 
party, almost as a united people, that a tari bil] 
. . for pur- 
poses of revenue, but also for the purpose of pro. 
tecting the industrial pursuits of the country. I 
know that to be the temper and the feeling of th 


| people of my State, and I beg leave to eal] th 
| attention of the Senate, at this time, to a resolution 
| which was 


resented bY my colleague early jy thy 


session, and to read it before the Senate, for th 


| purpose of sustaining the allegation I have already 
| made in relation to the wishes and feelings of the 
peore of New Jersey. A joint tpeol ation passed 
i; vD 


y both Houses of the Legislature of New Jersey 
and mapreres by the Governor on the 29d of 
ast, is to the following effect: 

“1. Be it resolved by the Senate and General Assembly 
of the State of New Jersey, That our Senators and Repre: 
sentatives in Congress be requested to use all honorable 
means to revise the present tariff, so that the revenues aris. 
ing from duties on imported merchandise shall be sutticient 


| to defray an economical administration of the Federal Goy- 


ernment, and soon extinguish our national debt, discrimi- 
nating so as to protect our own manufactures. 
2. And be it resolved, That the Governor of this State 


| be, and he is hereby, respectfully requested to cause to be 
| transmitted to each of our Senators and Representatives a 


copy of these resolutions.”? 

Now, Mr. President, in the name and in behalf 
of the people of the State of New Jersey, I ask 
that a tariff bill may be passed at the present ses- 


| sion by which a sufficient revenue may be ob- 
_ tained for the purpose of carrying on this Govern- 


ment—a sufficient sum of money raised for the 
purpose of extinguishing the national debt, and 
that the duties may be so arranged as to protect 
our people in their industrial pursuits of each and 
every kind and charecter—in the workshop, in 
the factory, in the field, in the mine, in the forest, 
in the furnace, and at the forge. Sir, I am not 
actuated or influenced by the feeling which seems 
to move the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts. I regard this as so important a measure 
that I think we should remain here to dispose of 
it, no matter how anxious we may be to get away; 
nor do I know, nor am [ at liberty to believe, that 


| this Senate or this Congress is disposed to ad- 


journ on Monday next, whether or no, leaving 
so important and beneficial a measure as this |s 
to the people of the country undisposed of and 


_unsettled. Sir, I hope that this motion to recon- 


sider will be carried, and that we shall remain here 
until we have performed the most important and 
beneficial duty to the people of our county that 
we can now perform here. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire simply to say, 
that I shall vote for the reconsideration upon this 
principle: we are expending more money than 
we raise; and I think the example of a great coun: 
try like this, in a time of peace, with no extraor- 
dinary expenditures pressing upon us, laying ou! 
more money year after year than we collect, and 
running in debt, is one that ought not to be con- 
tinued longer. 1 am in favor of raising sufficien! 
money to pay the necessary expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. he expenses of the Government are 
much larger, in my judgment, than they ought to 
be. Ihave fought against them here; I have voted 
against the extravagantappropriations which have 
been made; yet they have carried; and if Congress 
will appropriate the money, let ms raise enous! 
to meet the ppprapsiations and not tax posterity 
to pay the debts which we are incurring. 


Mr. HALE, 


L agree with what the Senator 


| from Illinois has said; but I do not think he sug- 


gests the appropriate remedy. Just as long * 
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you keep a Democratic Administration in, the 


* <penses will go on increasing, and we shall have 


to crease the tariffevery year. The — 


romedy is to turn them out of office and put ina 
faithful, economical Administration that will ad- 
junister the Government with legitimate and fru- 
oj disbursements of the public funds. Mr. Buch- 
nan came into power with about twenty-three or 
syenty-four million in the Treasury, without a 
single dollar of public debt. 

Mr. BIGLER. He had only $17,000,000 on 
Mi id. 
| Mr. SIMMONS. That was on the 30th of 
June, 1857. ‘The Senator from New Hampshire 
is rightas to the amount that was on hand on the 
4th of March, 1857. 

Mr. HALE. So I understand it. 
about twenty million dollars in pocket, and did 
not owe a dollar. He has spent all that, and all 
that he could get besides, and all that he could 
run in debt for. 

Mr. BIGLER. The Senator is mistaken. We 
owed $20,000,000 of public debt at that time. 

Mr. SIMMONS. And we owe it now. 

Mr. COLLAMER,. There were $17,000,000 
of surplus in the ‘Treasury, but there was a bal- 
ance of old debt due, and it is yet due. 


Mr. HALE. Well, sir, it is bad enough, any- | 


how. [Laughter.] The statement | make is sub- 
stantially true. We were without any great pub- 
lic debt, and had money in the Treasury, when 
Mr. Buchanan came in, but the public expend- 
ityres have been running up to something like 
eighty million dollars a year; and the idea of rais- 
ing additional revenue for the purpose of paying 
these bills, and encouraging such an Admunistra- 
tion, isabsurd. I am willing to agree to ‘a ju- 
dicious tariff;’? that is, the seme one that General 
Jackson was in favor of. Iam in favor of that 
now; but, sir, the idea of taxing the people to 
keep pace with Democratic extravagance, is ut- 
terlyabsurd. ‘The more you give, the more they 
will take. The true remedy is to change the 
hands that hold the control of the purse strings, 
putin an economical Administration, and that will 
settle the tariff question in the best way it can 
possibly be settled. 

Mr. BIGLER. I desire to make a single re- 
mark, 1 wish to say to Senators who are anxious 
to dispose of the Post Office deficiency bill, that I 
will agree, if the motion to reconsider prevails, to 
illow this bill to go over informally until the Post 
Ufiice deficiency bill shall have been disposed of. 
{wish to make this statement to relieve some of 
ly friends on this side. 


Mr. YULEE. If that be the disposition of my | 


fiend from Pennsylvania, I submit to him if it be 
not much better that we procced at once with the 
Post Office deficiency bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, I merely 
wish to say a word on thisquestion. I have been 
astonished somewhatat the persistence with which 
our chairman of the Committee on Finance, our 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, seems to suppose 
that the existing tariff will furnish sufficient rev- 
enue to meet the expenses of the Government. 
As I understand, the estimate of income from the 
present tariff, made by the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury, was, that at the utmost it would no more 


than meet the estimate of expenditures which he 
himself presented. We know that estimate of 
his has been exceeded a number of million dol- 
lars. I understand that the chairman of the Com- 
taittee of Ways and Means of the House of Rep- 
resentatives considers that it will not even do that; 
whereas the chairman of our Committee on Fi- 
Hance seems to suppose that he is altogether mis- 
taken, I say | have been surprised at these dis- 
crepancies; but I do not wish now to dilate upon 
that matter. To me they present a very clear 
ee for the increase of our revenue in some 

It was said by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
that he would not vote for this reconsideration 
unless he could have an assurance of the extension 
of the session; for he thinks a faithful attention to 
the duties which devolve upon us in the revision 
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He had | 
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of the tariff will demand more time than can be 
given to it between now and next Monday. I 
agree with him in that. But, sir, how can we 


| 


ever apply to the House of Representatives for an | 


extension of time unless we take up this subject? 
At present, the tariff bill which they have sent to 
us stands deferred until next December. It has 
been postponed until the next session. 
ry’ . . 

The House, therefore, now deal with 
us as having, at least for the time being, disposed 


It is dis- | 


of that question; and we therefore are not want- | 


ing any time from them on that point; nor can we 
ever ask them for an enlargement of the time until 
we proceed to the consideration of it and show, 
by our action, that we are in need of time; for, as 
things now stand, we are in need of no time what- 
ever on that point. 


To my mind, so far from the | 


fact that if faithful attention be given to this sub- | 


|| ject we shall want, in all probability, a longer 


time than is now before us by the existing adjourn- 
ment resolution, being a reason why we should 


not take it up, itis the very reason why we should | 


now take it up, that we may make a seasonaDle 
application to the House for an enlargement, soas 
to give us the necessary time to attend to it. 
These are my views as to the propriety of the 
reconsideration; but [ confess that I have serious 


and the subject taken up, it will amount to any- 
thing more than what has been saggested from 


|| revise the present tariff. 


the opposite side of the House, and that is, anat- | 


tempt to revive the act of 1846; and if that is all 
that is to come out of this reconsideration, we had 


better not have it at all, because that act is the | 


very actunder which Pennsylvania died; and when 


she comes here and asks for some bread, and yoy | 


give her that stone, it will amountto norelief. If 
that is to be the result, a reconsideration is of no 
value to us; but I cannot presume, in the absence 


of any proceeding on the subject, that any part of | 


the Senate will neglect to attend to the necessary 


business of increasing the revenue of the country | 


according to the demands which their own appro- | 


priations have rendered necessary. I shal], there- 
fore, vote for the reconsideration. 

Mr. HUNTER. If this vote, postponing the 
tariff, is reconsidered, I think I shall show that the 
reason for it cannot be the want of revenue. The 
Secretary of the Treasury has persistently main- 
tained that if we confine the appropriations to the 
estimates, he can get along with the present re- 
sources; and that, even, since he reduced his esti- 
mates of receipts $5,000,000. The clerk of the 
Committee of Ways and Means of the House of 
Representatives has made an addition of the ap- 
propriations; first of those that have passed finally, 
then of bills which have passed the House and 
have been amended by the Senate, and are before 
committees of Congress; and here is his estimate. 
We have passed the pension, the consular, the 
Military Academy, the Indian, the Army, and 
the Post Office appropriation bills for 1861. 
total amount thus appropriated is $24,368,141 99. 
There are now pending before committees of con- 
ference these bills: the legislative, $6,310,000; the 
Naval bill, $10,263,000; the civil or miscellaneous 
bill, $5,499,000; making $22,271,944. ‘Thatis to 
say, if the committees of conference do not reduce 
the additional appropriations made by amend- 


ments of the Senate—and we know that they | 


always do—the sum total of these bills would be 
$22,271,944. 
eral appropriation bills, as we now know, cannot 
exceed $46,640,086. ‘The estimate for these bills 
of the Secretary of the Treasury was $46,278,000, 
making but a difference of about three hundred 
thousand dollars between the bills as they now 
stand and the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Does that include the for- 
tification appropriations? 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. This approaches 
with nearer accuracy to the estimates of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, I venture to assert, than 
the appropriations of Congress have ever done 
before in the last forty years. It is true that the 
Secretary estimated some things that we might 


The | 


The sum total, then, of these gen- | 
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pass which we have not passed, and some that 


|| did not pass either House, and some things have 


passed which he did not estimate for, as, for in- 
stance, the $2,000,000 for the Choctaws. The 


| Texas regiment is cut out; the fortifications are 


reduced, and soon. Then, if we adjourn now, 


| we shall stand in that position in which he says 


that he can get on, according to all his statements, 
for it appears on this statement of the clerk of the 
Committee of Ways and Means that our appro- 
priations in all these regular bills can exceed his 
estimates by but a trifle; and the probability is, 
that when the committees of conference come to 


| report their reductions, they will not quite equal 


| to get along the next year. 


his estimates. 

It is not, then, for want of money that you 
have to reconsider. It is very certain that if we 
come within $5,000,000 of the Secretary’s esti- 
mates of receipts, we shall have money enough 
We see, then, the 


| result of this change in the revenue system has 


been that we have reductions now actually of the 
appropriations of Congress very nearly to the 
estimates. Iam for holding on to it. 


Mr. BAYARD. I wish to assign, very briefly, 


| the reasons why I shall vote against this motion 


| to reconsider. 
misgivings whether, if the vote be reconsidered || 


I have a very strong impression 
in my. own mind that it will become necessary to 
I think it probable that 
we shall require greater rates of taxation for the 


| support of the Government than are imposed by 


the present tariff. But the question is, whether 
it is advisable now, on the eve of an exciting con- 


| test connected with the political destinies of the 
| country; whether it is wise, either in regard to 


the quantum of revenue, or still more so in refer- 
ence to what is called the incidental effect of pro- 


| tection to any branch of the industry of the coun 


try, to attempt to revise the tariff at this period 
of the session, and under the pressure of such an 


| excitement. 





I agree with a yemark that I think was made 
by the honorable Senator from Massachusetts a 
few days ago, that nothing could happen more 
dangerous to the manufacturing interests of this 
country than to make political issues in reference 
to the details of a tariff. I suppose it is settled 
now as a principle from which you cannot ge: 
the country to recede—or if you did, very soon 
a bill of that kind would be recalled—that duties 
shall not be imposed beyond what is requisite for 
the support of the Government, for the mere pur- 
pose of protection. I hold that that doctrine is 
settled in this country, and that without respect 
to party. Noparty generally would propose any 
other system, although individuals might under- 
take it. The question of difficulty has been with 
regard to the Sbitvinsintlod the incidental effect 
as a matter of protection to various branches of 
industry, whilst you impose no more than a suf- 
ficient revenue for the wants of the Government. 
There is where the difficulty arises, because it is 
a question of detail, and I think that any man, 
who really desires to advance the interests of any 
portion of the manufacturing industry of this coun- 
try that is to be affected by this species of dis- 
criminating duty or incidental pretection, should 
not desire to make the question of the adjustment 
of the details of a tariffa matter for decision pend- 
ing an exciting presidential contest. 

Now, sir, what is the state of facts here? The 
House of Representatives, after a lapse of five 
months from the commencement of the session, 
on the 11th of May, sentto us a tariff bill, which 
not only changes the rates of duty, but the mode 
and manner of collecting it. It is complicated in 
itself; it requires extended consideration; it will 
give rise to great variances of opinion in its de- 
tails. Objections have been madeto it. I know 
that from communications made to me by manu- 
facturers and agriculturists and commercial men 
as to the details of the measure. There will be 
those variances of opinion here. We must ex- 
pect, as we did in adjusting the tariff of 1857, that 
differences of opinion must give way, and that we 
must attempt to arrive at such an Pa teal as 
we suppose the best interests of the country 
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require. The House of Representatives sent us 
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this bill on the 11th of May; and in ten days | 


afterwards, on the 2lst of May, sent us a joimt 
resolution closing the session on the [8th of June. 
What was the object? Was the bill 
volitical effect? Did they expect that we should 
“ able, with the pressure of all the appropriation 


sent here for | 


bills then cuming upon us, to give that considera- | 


tion to a new revenue measure, involving many 
details on which there would be these necessary 
differences of opinion? Did they expect that we 
could give it consideration during the present ses- 
sion? [think not. I do not suppose that any 
rational, intelligent man could have anticipated 


that the Senate would do so. My own objection, | 


therefore, is not merely on the point of whether 
the House would now rescind the resolution for 


adjournment on the 25th, and give us two or three | 


weeks more—and | would require at least three 
weeks for the discussion of this tariff question 
alone—but I think the time selected for the adjust- 
ment en unwise one, 
pone this tariff bill to the next session, we can 
consider it then, when the contest is over, and 
consider:it, | hope, without reference to making 
questions of detail questions of party issue. 

I differ with many gentlemen with whom I or- 
dinarily vote on this side of the Chamber, as to 
many matters connected with a tariff bill, Tam 
one of those who believe that for the consumer 
and for the producer and for the Government, in 
aan and in very many cases, a specific is pref- 
erable to an ad valorem duty; but still l would never 
go ae what is called the revenue point; I 
would never agree to impose a tax upon the peo- 
ple of this country—and all taxes beneficial for 


purposes of revenue must be on articles of gen- |! 


eral consumption—I would never agree to impose 
a tax for the mere purpose of protection; but 
while I think that, I think also that the idea ofa 
horizontal tariff is merely a horizontal absurdity. 

These are matters of detail; they involve no 
party principle; and I should be sorry to see them 
made a subject of party issues or party contest. 
Ll believe that would be far more dangerous and 
injurious to those who suppose their interests 
would be affected by any readjustment of the 

present tariff, than any other course that could 
- taken. 

I believe that to defer this measure is wise for | 
all the great interests of the country, range them | 
under what name you will. I think we should 
consider the details of a tariff system when we are 
about to alter it, not only in its details, but also 
in the mode of its collection, at a time when the 
pressure of an exciting political contest is not | 
upon us, so as to avoid the bias, the injury that | 
would arise to the permanency of any system so | 
adjusted, and leave it, as a mere matter of busi- 
ness detail, to a subsequent session. [am sure, 
ew sure, that any tariff which is adjusted 
under the pressure of political exigencies, in this 
country, will never be a permanent tariff; and 
whatever may be the branch of industry affected 
by such an adjustment of the tariff, however it 
may be affected by it, the greatest boon you can 
confer upon it is that the tariff should be perma- 
nent in its character, Whether it regards the 
consumer or the producer, or even the Govero- 
ment itself with reference to the amount of its 
revenue, a permanent system, which is free from 
political issues, is one that is wisest and best for 
the whole country. 

For these reasons | am unwilling, at the present 
session, as We certainly can get along very well | 
till the next session, to touch the bill of the ess 
of Representatives now. lam willing to give it 
a fair consideration at the next session, and go 
into it as a matter of business detail. When the 
questions arise, I shall take occasion further to 
express my sentiments in reference to the various 
propositions contained in the bill. 

Mr. POLK. As I voted for the postponement 
of this bill until December, and am now determ- 
ined to vote for the reconsideration, I wish briefly 
to state my reason. One grand consideration for | 
the postponement was, that, as the session then 
stood, | did not believe we could, in the short 
time that remained, give the matter that consider- | 
ation which it required. We may not be able to | 
do it now; butas the House extended the session 
one week, they may be willing to extend it fur- | 
ther. Another reason was, that I did not believe | 


I believe that, if we post- | 


dollars. 


the next fiscal year.’ 





matured; that 
changes, especially in the matter of warehouses; 
but, sir, Lam well satisfied that we ought to have, 


| for purposes of revenue to the country, a tariff | 


that will yield more than the tariff of 1857 does. 
[ am opposed to all tariffs for protection; but I 
think itis good policy—at least it has been the 
policy of the country heretofore, and I believe the 
whole Union is satisfied with it—that we should 
by a tariff raise enough to pay the economical ex- 
penses of the Government. I am willing to do 
that; and Lam willing to make such modifications 
as may be necessary for that purpose. I shall, 
therefore, vote for the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Senator from Virginia 
has said that if the appropriation bills go through, 
as he expects, they will only vary the estimates 
of the Secretary of the Treasury for the present 

year about two or three hundred thousand dol- 
ae The estimate of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for the expenses of the coming year was 
$66,700,000. Do I understand that we have added 
about two or three hundred thousand dollars to 
that? 


Mr. HUNTER. What I stated was, that the || 


bills, as passed, would differ by but a very small 
amount from what the Secretary of the Treasury 
estimated they would be. 

Mr.SIMMONS. Solunderstood. His esti- 
mates for this year were, that the annual appro- 


priation, together with the permanent appropria- | 


tions, would cause an expenditure of $66,700,000. 
That is in the book. Now I understand there has 
been an addition of two or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars. That will bring it up to $67,000,000. 


The Secretary goes on to say that, if we make | 


the appropriations to cover the deficiencies in the 
Post Office Department, the amount would be 
swelled up to seventy-four or seventy-five million 
He says: 

**"T'he failure of Congress at the last session to pass the 
bill for the service of the Post Office Department renders 
necessary appropriations for that Department, which must 
be made during the present fiscal year. As these amounts 
are not contained in the preceding statement, it will be 
necessary to consider them, in order to arrive at the true 
condition of the Treasury at the close of the present and 


, 


} 





He estimates that, without these Post Office de- | 
_ ficiencies, the expenses, with what we have added, | 


will amount to $67,000,000. There is a bill on 
our table appropriating $7,000,000 for the Post 
Office deficiencies,and he says you ‘must add that 
if you want to understand how you are coming 
out. Now, I should like to ask any Senator, 
with the experience we have had in this matter, 
is there any probability of getting $74,000,000 
from all sources, or $72,000,000 from customs? 


We have never yet reached $56,000,000, under | 


the present tariff, and shall not this year, as I 
understand the Senator from Georgia, by some 
two million dollars. We have not, for the last 
two years, got more than two or two and a half 
million per annum from all other sources. Prob- 
ably we shall have less than sixty million dollars 
altogether, and there will be a deficiency, ac- 


| cording to his account, if we do not pass the Post 


| they come up to the Secretary’s estimate. 


Office deficiency bill, of $7,000,000; and with that 
lil, of $14,000,000. 

People may say that if the Government would 
only come down toa proper expenditure of money, 
we should have money enough; but we are spend- 
ing about seventy or seventy-five million dollars 
every year, and have been for the last three years; 


and there is no doubt but that we shall expend | 
as much next year, because we have made the | 


appropriations, or are about to finish them, and 


shall pass the Post Office deficiency bill, there is 


no doubt of it; and we shall require from seventy- | 


two to seventy-five million dollars altogether, at 
the least. 
than $56,000,000 next year from the customs un- 
der this tariff; but I will not venture any opinion 
as to what the imports will be. The difficulties 
I have seen in the estimates have been that they 
first said this tariff would yield nineteen ree cent., 
and all the subsequent estimates have been that 
it would yicld sixteen per cent., whereas it has 
never yielded in my single year fifteen per cent.; 
it has not averaged fourteen and a half in the three 
years it has been in operation. I said it would 
probably average from fourteen to fifteen per cent., 


_and it has never come up to fifteen or gone below 
the bill that was offered by the House was well || fourteen. 


I have no idea that we shall get more | 


We | 


GLOBE. 


| that will be required to correct the det 





| ticular rates. They are not going to be 
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1 thought it, needed er l| » Now, one word about the great lengt! 


1 of time 
ails of ¢ 


bill that is now proposed to be brought before 
the Senate. A ‘good many papers have been bs 
S- 


sued telling about what enormous difficulties the 
are in this bill that has come from the aden > 
Representatives. Ido not believe that if the Son. 
ate were to take up the bill and read it 4 
take long to dispose of it. I have seen no com 
piaint whatever of anything but the duties y as 
iron and steel, and they could be adjusted rn 
single day. There has been very great migrp ; 
resentation about the amount of duty to be _ 
posed, and there is no sort of foundation hes 
great deal of what has been said in reg; 


- , ard to jt 
Nobody is very tenacious about any of these par- 


re 


’ it would 


. . : contested 
and debated like ordinary questions. We hay» 


got to raise revenue; we have got to raise more 
money; and somebody will complain if he has to 
ay any part of it. That would be a complain: 
et you arrange your tariff as youmay. If you 
have got to raise more money, there will be peo- 
ple dissatisfied who have to pay it. But that does 
not meet the difficulty; there will be just as much 
dissatisfaction next winter, if you postpone the 
tariff to the short session. I never knew but ono 
tariff bill to pass in a short session, and that was 
made principally in a committee room the Jas: 
night of the session; and that is the present one, 
that has failed by $20,000,000 to get money enough 
to raise expenses since it has been going on, 

Mr. HALE. Was.-not the tariff of 1846 passed 
at a short session ?. 

Mr.SIMMONS. The 30th of July, 1846, was 
the date of itsapproval. The title of this bill now 
on the table is to repeal the act of July 30, 1846. 
That might be a short session, but it would be 
called a long one now. The tariff of 1842 was 
passed on the 30th of August. This want of time 
is proposed to be supplied in a short session of 
ninety days. I trust that those who have voted 
against the postponement of this bill will now vote 
to bring it back here, where it belongs. If there 
was any impropriety in postponing it, there is 
propriety in reconsidering the vote by which it 
was postponed; and I do not believe that it will 
require more time than there remains of this week 
to give it all the examination and to correct all the 
mistakes that the Senator from Massachusetts 
wants to correct. I believe he and myself could 
sit down and do it in half an hour. [do notthink 
he would find a dozen items that he would like to 
alter, if he could have his own way. Thatis my 
judgment, though I have not examined it very 
critically. There are but very few items in the bill 
that have received any complaint from the public. 
I never knew of a tariff that received so little. 
There is no disposition here, that I have seen, to 
embarrass anybody in making corrections. Yes- 
terday it was announced, all over the Senate, that 
we should be ready to adjourn to-day, and they 
were urging us to do so. Now we have this day 
and three others of this week, and I have no sort 
of doubt that we can come to an amicable adjust- 
ment in reference to this bill, and make it so that 
it will raise from five to ten million dollars a year 
more than the present tariff. We have got, it 
must be recollected, in addition to the deficiencies 
that have been accruing within the last three years, 
to pay interest on the debt we have been creating; 
and within six or seven years we have got to pay 
$20,000,000 of public debt, and the interest has 
got to be about four million dollars a year; and 
the public debt will require $6,000,000 a year, over 
and above our current receipts, to meet it. If we 
are going to continue to hire money to pay inter- 
est, we can get along in that way. Our credit Is 
good, and there is no difficulty in hiring money 
for this Government at five per cent.; and it ap- 
pears to me that there is a determination to con- 
tinue to do it. If we can reconsider this vote and 
go into an adjustment of the bill, section by sec- 
tion, in my opinion we shall get very near through 
it this eveving. 

Mr. WILSON. Lam very willing to vote for 
this reconsideration, as I said before I should do, 
provided Senators are ready to go into an exam- 
ination of the matter in earnest, and that this 1s 
reality and nota show. As things strike me, | 
looks rather as a pretense of doing something 
than aserious attempt; but Senators have avowe 


their willingness to go into the consideration-of 


this matter. The Senator from Rhode Islana 
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1860. 
and others think we can act upon the bill within 
- next three or four days, and complete it; or 
“tpol they are ready to take the time. Well, sir, 
ee are ready to make this a reality, then my 
os ; is with them for the reconsideration; but I 
po in all frankness, that I am sick and tired of 
political talk about the tariff and the revenue sys- 


‘om of the country. The interests of this coun- 
ve 


try for thirty ye c ; 
asain, sacrificed for the purpose of making polit- 
ical capital out of the adjustment of the revenue 
eystem of the country. Sir, as a representative 
of my State—a commercial and manufacturing 
Siate—as a man who has had something to do 
with business affairs, lam against it. 1 am in 
favor of settling this tariff question upon business 

rinciples, for the interests of the whole country; 
and of taking it, as far as it can be taken, out of 
the political issues of the country. 

The House of Representatives has framed a 
pill. ‘That bill has had a larger consideration 
there than probably any bill that ever passed that 
House. It has been maturing during three years; 
it has been submitted to merchants, to manufac- 
turers, and men fully acquainted with the details 
of these matters. It comes here; I believe it is, 
in the main, a good bill; but I think there are 
some imperfections in it. If Senators are ready 
to zo into the consideration of it in sober earn- 
est,and to take the necessary time—if we can do 
it between now and Monday, do it; if not, take 
one week, two, or three weeks—they have my 
yote; and they not only have my vote, but they 
shall have my attendance also here in the Senate 


to examine it in its details from the earliest time | 


they may fix to the latest hour of the close. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to say one word to 
the gentleman. There are more days now before 
us prior to the period of adjournment, for the 
consideration of this bill, if you take it up, than 
there were hours given to the last tariff act that 
was passed. 

Mr. WILSON. I know that is true; the tariff 
bill of 1857, as we all know, was carried hastily 
through Congress. Now we have got a bill from 
the House, and I am ready to take the time to 
consider it, and [ will vote for the reconsideration 
if Senators are ready; but if this is a mere pre- 
tense, & mere movement got up for political effect 
in Pennsylvania, | am against it. I am weary 
of this talk of making political issues out of a 
question that is purely a business question; a 
question that concerns the business interests of 
the country, and should never be made a political 
issue at all. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, I hope we 
shall reconsider this vote. It is not fair to charge 
my colleague with making his motion from im- 
proper motives. I have entire faith in his integ- 
rity on this question, and all others. 
for granted that he has consulted with his polit- 
ical associates and expects to get enough support 


from them to pass such a bill as will answer the | 
Neither he nor I—cer- | 
j vote for the reénactment of | 
the tariff of 1846. As the Senator from Vermont || 


wants of Pennsylvania. 
tainly not I—will 


justly said, we died under that tariff; it can do 
us no good, except to torture us again; and I take 
it for granted, my colleague will not think of en- 
deavoring to bring that forward. I believe, also, 
that, if we can get the question up, if he has had 
ape consultation with his friends, we shall 
ave time enough to investigate this bill, and mod- 
ity it ia such a way as to be acceptable to the 
country. For my own part, I think it admirable 
in all its details. 
once success and prosperity to all our people. 
Other gentlemen may have exception to some 


small details; and I am willing that we shall cor- | 
At all events, I shall vote for the re- | 


rect them, 


consideration, and I hope my political associates 
will all do the same. 


Mr. BIGLER. A single remark is all that I 


esire to make upon this subject. I have hereto- | 


fore said that I was willing to take up this ques- 
tion of the tariff as a business question. I have 
ong expressed a desire to take it out of the ordi- 
nary partisan scrambles of the day. 1 may be 
mistaken, sir, but I have acted in the firm belief 
that it is necessary as a measure cf revenue, to 


Merease the means of the Government. The Sen- || before the Senate. 


ator from Virginia has presented a somewhat 
aitering picture of the chances of the demands 


= have been, over and over | 


L am satisfied it will give at | 





I take it | 


| 








on the Treasury for the present year. This view 
may turn out to be correct. ‘ 
Mr. HUNTER. The next fiscal year. 
Mr. BIGLER. That is what | mean—the in- 


of all the claims upon the Treasury, to which I 
have before referred, which will not be ultimately 


paid. 


I did not understand the Senator from Virginia | 
as looking at the other side of the picture—the | 


1 
| coming year. But, sir, there is probably not one 


income. 
over three million dollars less than the estimates 
for the year about to terminate. The Secretary’s 


ment, and which the Senator from Virginia this 
morning undertakes to show will be sufficient, are 
$9,000,000 above the receipts from the same 
| sourees for the last year. Only yesterday we 
passed finally the homestead bill. ‘The Secretary 


much whether he will get $1,500,000. 


condition of the ‘Treasury. There is ample room 
for all we can do, to take up the present debt, 
which is floating through the country—a debt of 
$20,000,000, which I say ought to be paid, and 
never ought to be funded. 

But, sir, my main purpose was to ask my col- 
league and the Senator from Virginia to remem- 
ber that I stated, when I moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of this motion, that 
| wanted Senators to vote for taking it up for the 
purpose of considering the bill sincerely, or not 
to go for itatall. Lam for a readjustment of the 
tariff. 1 believe, in the mode of assessing the 
charges, we can doa great deal to stimulate the 


That is the point at which I want to get. 
as any propositions on this side are concerned, I 
have suggested none; | am identified with none. 
I am willing to carry out the views of my con- 
stituents; and in doing that, I hold that I should 
get for them, taking their judgment mainly as my 
rule of action, the best measure 1 can. It does 
not follow that because I fail to getall that Iask, 
therefore I shall not endeavor to do the best thing 
possible. 

But, sir, [ only desire to say to Senators on 
this side, as well as on the other, that I am sin- 
cere in the movement which 1 have made; and I 
desire the vote to be reconsidered with a view of 
going into the question deliberately and fully. 

Mr. CAMERON. In order to test this ques- 
tion, and to save time, I send a resolution to the 
Chair extending the time of the session a week 
| longer. We certainly cannot dispose of this bill 
before next Monday; but another week will give 
us full time, and I therefore move to postpone the 
present question and offer this resolution 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Pennsylvania state his motion? 

Mr. CAMERON. To extend the session one 
week longer from the 25th. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to re- 
consider is before the Senate. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Ido not think that reso- 
lution ought to be adopted until we see whether 
this vote is reconsidered? 

Mr. BIGLER. There is a motion pending 
which must be disposed of. 

Mr.CAMERON. lLask that my resolution be 
read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, (if the House of Representatives concur,) That 
the joint resolution heretofore passed for an adjournment 
of Congress on the 25th instant, be rescinded ; and that the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives do adjourn their respective Houses sine 
die, on the 2d day of July next at twelve o’clock, meridian. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will lie over. 

Mr. CAMERON. I should prefer taking the 
question at once on this resolution as it is, taking 
it for granted that all who vote for an extension 
of the time will vote for a modification of the 
tariff. 

Mr. BIGLER. That cannot be entertained 
until my motion is disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
stated that the motion to reconsider is the metion 
The resolution of the Senator 
| from Pennsylvania was read for information. 
| The question is upon the motion to reconsider. 








great industrial interests of this country, without | 
imposing any additional burden on consumers. | 
So far | 


It is conceded that the revenue will be | 


estimates, on which he claims the means of pay- || 


estimated $4,000,000 from the public land. Idoubt | 


It is no | 
pleasure whatever to present a very unfavorable | 
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JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 1 shall vote 


| against the reconsideration of the postponement 
|| of this bill to the second Monday in December. 


I beheve if the Government is administered prop- 
erly, if Congress will retrench the expenditures 
of the Government, and make judicious appropri- 
ations, the Government can get along without in- 
creasing the taxes inany shape. IL rose, however, 
merely for the purpose of correcting a remark 
that fell from the Senator from Pennsylvania. 1 
understood him to state that, in consequence of 
the passage yesterday of the bill called the home- 
stead bill, all the revenues from the public lands 
will be cut off. I think, if the Senator had exam- 
ined that subject carefully, and had considered in 
his mind the practical operation of the measure, 
he would have been satisfied that, instead of its 
reducing the revenue from public lands, when the 
bill is put in full and successful operation it will 
increase the receipts. In the discussion of that 
subject and in advocating that measure, I gave, ag 
one reason for its passage, that it was in fact a 
revenue measure. I believe now, that when that 
bill is put into successful operation it will increase, 


| rather than diminish, the receipts ef the Treasury 


of the United States; and therefore there can be 
no necessity for giving that as a reason why we 


| should now increase the taxes to be put on the 


|; ma 


poser: I do not think an argument ought to be 
e against a measure in advance, when exam- 
ined in detail it can be demonstrated—to my mind, 


| and I think it can be to others, as clear as that 


| measure. 


| mates the income from public lands at $4,000,000 


two and two make four—that it will increase, 
rather than diminish, the revenues of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

Mr. BIGLER. [tis right that 1 should say to 
the Senator from Tennessee that, after all, ] have 
not placed much responsibility on his favorite 
The Secretary of the Treasury esti- 


for the coming year. In the estimate which I pre- 
sented the other day, I reduced that to $2,200, 

and I remarked that I doubted now, in view of 
the passage of the homestead bill, whether the in- 


come from that source would exceed $1,500,000. 


| Besides, the receipts from that source for the year 








1860, were.about one million eight hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and the preceding year about the 
same sum. As I remarked the other day, I can- 
not understand on what principle the Secretar 
of the Treasury has estimated $4,000,000. I 
repeat, it will be much nearer $1,500,000 than 
$4,000,000. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not propose to go into a 
discussion of the general question of the tariff, but 
I may be permitted just now and here to say that 
I look upon all duties imposed on imposts as a 
mode of taxation, and as the most expensive mode 
in which a given amount of money can be raised. 


| It imposes a large amount of tax upon the con- 


sumer which does not go into the public Treas- 
ury, and because of the indirect manner in which 
the money is raised, it encourages profligacy of 
expenditure. I think, therefore, the whole sys- 


| tem a bad one, but I do not choose on this occa- 


sion to discuss it. 

I merely wish to say that I shall vote for the 
proposition to souiian because there has not 
been a moment since 1 was convinced that the 
tariff of 1857 was obtained by corruption, when I 
have not been ready to vote for its repeal. I did 
not approve of it when it was framed. I do not 
approve of a large free list, thus acting indirectly 
for the exact purpose of protection; and a tariff 
can be made protective as absolutely by the in- 
creased number of articles put upon the free list 
as by any other mode which can be adopted. 1 
was opposed to it, therefore, because of its char- 
acter; and since I was convinced it was obtained 
by corruption, there is not an hour that I have 
not been ready to vote for its repeal. [ look upon 
the tariff of 1846 as a more democratic, in other 
words, a more constitutional tariff, than the one 
of 1857; and when the tariff of 1857 fails to sup- 
ply the Treasury with that amount of revenue 
which the expenditures require, | do not stop to 
inquire whether the expondiéanes are too great or 
not; when it has failed to supply the money which 
is necessary to meet the appropriations made or 
Congress, Y think we had better adopt one which 
will give a larger revenue to the country; and, 
therefore, I am willing to go back to the well- 
tried tariff of 1846, and try it upon the tariff of 
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1846 until we have more revenue than we require, 
and then to reduce it by deliberate examination 
as to how we can scale the duties down for the 
great mass of the consumers. So far as any dis- 
crimination is made, let it be not for the benefit 
of any home product, but to impose the burdens 
of Government more upon property and less upon 
consumption. : 5 

Mr. HUNTER. I certainly do not wish to 
enter into the merits of the tariffs, or the compar- 
native merits of the two tariffs of 1846 and 1857; 
nor am I aware that the latter was passed by cor- 


ruption. I have seen no evidence that satisfied 
me of that fact. It passed by very large ma- 
jorities. I believe no measure of the sort ever 


passed with the assent of so many of both parties 
as that measure did. Nor do I believe the tariff 
of 1846 1s a more Democratic measure than the 
tariff of 1857. It is true, itadded somewhat to the 
free list; but the large proportion of the free ar- 
ticles in the tariff of 1857 were introduced into the 
tariff of 1846. As well as 1 remember, something 
like five sixths of the free articles were made free 
under the tariff of 1846, and most of those which 
are objectionable, that are in the free list, were to 
be found in that tariff. 1 think the tariff of 1857 
added very little to the free list, except in those 
articles for which the manufacturers made the sole 
demand. Ido not sce how anybody is injured 
by making that free for which the manufacturers 
make the sole demand. If they do not manufac- 
ture, the articles do not come in, and you do not 
get any revenue from them; and if the demand is 
only created by the wants of manufacturers for 
raw material and dye-stuffs, | do not see how 
revenue is diminished or anybody injured by let- 
ting them in. It only makes the manufactured 
articles cheaper. It only makes them reduce the 
price of the foreign article by competition. ‘That 
is all that I see in it. 

But how is it on the other hand? On the great 
items of consumption, on the necessary articles, 
such as sugar, iron, and cloths, and things of that 
kind, the reduction made by the tariff of 1857 on 
that of 1846 1s very large; and are we, for the pur- 
pose of getting revenue to reintroduce the tariff 
of 1846? What would be the effect? Are we, for 
the purpose of getting revenue from a list of free 
articles, which, according to the estimate of the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury would have given only 
under the tariff of 1846, I think in the first year, 
1857-58, about a million and a half of dollars— 


are we, in order to get that, if indeed we should get 


it, for the most of those articles, as 1 said before, 
are demanded only by manufacturers for the pur- 
pose of manufacturing—are we, in order togetthat, | 
to raise the tariff on these other articles one fourth | 
more than it now is, to raise the duty six per 
cent. on twenty-four, to change it from twenty- 
four to thirty percent? Brandies and wines | be- 
heve would come in still higher under the tariff 
of 1846. Indeed, it would be found when you 
came to try it, that what was a revenue tariff in 
1846, is now so highly protective as to amount 


to almost a prohibition of many of the articles on | 


which it once collected revenue. Such, at least, 
I believe would be the case, and I rather incline 
to the opmion that if we were to substitute that 


|| 
| 


| very unnecessarily spend money to get measures 





tariff for this, it would not give as much revenue 
as this, 

I am not satisfied, as I said before, that this will 
not give revenue enough. We know that the 
»roceeds are increasing annually, and increasing 
argely. From, say $50,000,000 last year, it goes 
up to $54,000,000 this, witha prospect of a large 
increase next. I had a statement the other day 
from the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, 
who assured me that it would not be unfair to 
estimate the exports of this year at something like 
four hundred million dollars. With such exports 
as these, if the imports correspond, the receipts 
trom this tariff would soon run up to sixty and 
more million dollars. I, for one, am for trying 
the ee I do not believe we have been 
injured by any curtailment in our expenditures 
which it has enforced. On the contrary, | think 
its operations have been salutary in that respect, 
and I think it is a matter for congratulation, now 
that we find that the estimates of annual appro- 
priations (according to a statement of the clerk of 
the Committee of Ways and Means of the House 
of Representatives, who is an experienced and 
accurate man,) and the annual actual expendi- 
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: 
tures correspond so nearly; and that shows that 
we at least have time from now until December, |) 


and if Senators wish then to substitute another || ments, ninety-five per cent. of its whol 


tariff, they certainly will have more time to con- 
sider it. They will be better able to do it, and 
under influences which look only to the good of 
the country and which will not be so much dis- 
turbed by political considerations as now—a mat- 
ter which think was very well enforced by the 
Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, I supported 
the tariff of 1857, and with very great pleasure; 
and [I think it is, in principle, the best tariff act we 
have had within forty years. I think the charge 
that it was passed by corruption cannot be sus- 
tained. I have seen it charged in the newspapers 
that in Massachusetts there was some money 
paid for free wool; and that is the whole extent 
to which I have seen any allegation made; but 
my recollection is that it passed the House of 

tepresentatives by a majority of about seventy 
votes, and in this body received every vote but 
eight. If it was passed by corruption, then there 
must have been a pretty wholesale buying in both 
Houses. The majorities were so large that if 
persons expended any money, even to get partic- 
ular articles free, | think it was very uselessly 
spent. That the judgment of this body was in 
favor of that tariff is very clear from the una- 
nimity of the Senate, unless there was some lu- 
+ricating of this body, which, I suppose, is hardly 
to be supposed to a sufficient extent to pass it; 
nor did { ever hear of the imputation before the 
Senator from Mississippi sale it; nor did I ever 
hearany such charge before, except that the Law- 
rences, I believe, spent seventy or eighty thou- 


| sand dollars to get wool free that was under thirty | 
| cents a pound. 


That is the only charge I ever 
heard in connection with it. 
or not, I do not know; very likely it is; for it 
seems that in certain quarters they sometimes 


through,even when legislators are for them. 


J agree with the principles of the tariff act of | 


1857. Its free list is true free trade, sound free 
trade, as acknowledged by the very best and most 
distinguished free-traders in the world. The free- 
trade party of England have followed upon the 
plan. Great Britain has taken off the duties from 
raw materials, and everything entering into her 
manufactures. | think that it is true wisdom and 
true free trade; and I am ready to vote for itnow 
and always. I believe itis the true mode of pro- 
moting the industry of the country, and that no 
wise tariff can be passed which will put a burden 
on raw materials, ‘That certainly would do more 
to repress the labor and industry of this country 
than any other system. On account of this course 
of England we find that in the last thirty years 
she has trebled her cotton manufactures. Eng- 
land took off the duty, I think, in 1830, under 
Earl Grey’s administration; probably it had been 
five eighths of a penny a pound. She took it off 
on her account, not on ours. What has been the 
result? Her cotton manufactures have trebled. 
Recently, the Emperor of France has taken the 
duty off cotton and other articles for the same 
purpose, not to benefit us. England did notdo it 
to benefit the slave drivers; France does not do it 
to benefit the slave owners; but they do it for their 
own account on this great principle of free trade. 
It is to give their manufacturers the materials 
which enter into manufacturing free of duty. I 
am willing to act upon that principle here any 


day. 

i like the tariff of 1857 for another reason. 
Many of the very articles that come in under its 
free list are articles of general consumption by the 
people. I like it for that. The tendency of all 
taxes on consumption is to put burdens upon la- 
bor; upon the poor. ‘That would be the effect of 
a tax upon tea, or upon coffee, or an excise upon 
beer. It taxes the poor disproportionately to the 
rich; and therefore that tariff is the best one 
which, after legitimately giving manufacturers 
the benefit of free trade upon articles which ente* 
into their consumption, puts the most of its bur- 
dens upon property; the great object of all Gov- 
ernments being to protect property, ninety-nine 
hundredths of its expenses being to protect prop- 
erty, for life and liberty generally protect them- 
selves; at least a very small portion of the ex- 
penses of any Government is ever devoted to 
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} | levied uponit. Thatis the difference between th 
Whether that is so, || 











these two objects; whereas the vast ra 


; *wnrRewagh Mifications 
of Government, its legislative, its judi ey 


cial depart. 


: € €X pense 
are for the protection of property; and wee 


system of levying duties upon consumption th 
burdens of taxation are transferred from the baie 
of the rich to the backs of the poor. The larpes 
the free list of articles of general consumption the 
better with me. ro 

Hence, as the tariff of 1857 carried o 
two principles to a greater extent than any pre. 
vious measure, I heartily favored it. I agree wir) 
my honorable friend from Mississippi, that the 
true basis of taxation is on property; and the poo. 
son why it has been departed from is, that jn ns 
potic Governments, and, indeed, in al! Govern. 
ments, the financial question is the great questinn 
It is the all in all. Whatever may be its form 
the financial question lies at the bottom of eyory. 
thing. It is much easier to get revenue by ind). 
rection—to levy money out of people’s pockets 
when they do not know it; they are much more 
quiet under it, much more peaceable under it: they 
grumble less under it. It has been the invention 
of governors to govern the people softly and easily 
That is the whole truth about it; and then jtjg 
used indirectly to benefit property in other yo. 
spects. The effect of that system has been, ix the 
main, to throw upon the masses the burdens of 
government to a great extent in all European 
countries, and to a great extent here, except in 
our States, where we have direct taxation. Thorp 
we have honorable governments, with some very 
notabie exceptions; there taxes are low, because 
they fall directly on property; and property is 
oowerful enough and strong enough to protect 
itself, especially when it knows what is being 


ut these 


‘SUON, 


ic 


States and the Federal Government. The taxation 
in my State, I think, is about five tenths of a mil] 
on the hundred dollars—the entire public taxation, 
It is so small that it is hardly felt. If you were 
to raise it to a mill tax to-day, it would affect the 
eople of Georgia more—and | dare say the same 
is true of Massachusetts—it would create more 
dissatisfaction than forty per cent. tax by indirect 
taxation. That is the reason this scheme is re- 
sorted to. It is the scheme of the enemies of the 
people, in whatever form they. show themselves, 
to plunder them without their knowing it. 
‘herefore, inasmuch as this tariff has these two 
principles in it, Lam for it. I like it for another 
reason. By it the bulk of the revenue is raised 
on articles that are consumed by the wealthy. | 
have always held it to be a sound principle as to 


| the mode of levying duties, that I would put spe- 


cific dutics on some articles. The rigid, hard, 
immovable rule of levying everything ad valorem 
is shown to be wrong by the history of the rev- 
enue systems of all countries. It is a dogma that 
has been adopted here, and I think wrongfully 
adopted. It was necessary to apply the ad va- 
lorem system to a great many articles, and it was 
necessary to the attainment of justice in some 
articles; but wherever you can obtain justice in 
the different classes of commodities by making 
the duty specific, 1 deem it unquestionably the 
best, both for the consumer and for the revenue, 
as well as for the home producer; and, therefore, 
I say I would make such a change if it could be 
wisely done. I would not, however, raise the 
public burden at all. I would act on a different 
orinciple. When I voted for the present tariff, 
| believed it would bring in $50,000,000 of reve- 
nue. Iam unwilling to raise the taxes until, at 
least, 1 have exhausted every mode, by appeals 
to the people and otherwise, to keep down the 
expenditures to what they oughtto be. I will not 
allow legislation to be passed which | wholly dis- 
approve of, increasing pay, increasing salaries, 
expending twice as much money as you walt, 
and then say, ‘it isa public necessity to increase 
the taxes.’’ I do not call that a public necessity. 
But if I had the adjustment of this tariff with 
reference to other things, there is a very large 
number of the present twenty-four per cent. du- 
ties that I would make specific upon the average 
value of the articles for the last eight or te? 
years. BL a0 
These have been my opinions since I entere¢ 
ublic life. The canill question has lost its po- 
itical significance, especially with me, from MY 
present political or party relations; but my op!) 
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«. so far from having been changed, have been 
ee rethened by the observation of fifteen years 
“of - public service. Now, I have nothing to do 
hut’ to serve the er Iam paid by the year; 
and if gentlemen wish to go into this question, ‘I 
“op indifferent about it. {do not think you are 
ving to doit. I think this thing is knocked about 
> jong you with reference to your elections some- 
vv ores and I have no respect for that on either 
side. 


Mr. DAVIS. My friend from Georgia, as I 
understood him, said he had heard to-day, for the 
rst time, that the tariff of 1857 had been passed 
iy gorruption. If | gave him the information, he 
s yery much behind the reading world. The pa- 
oors have been filled with it; amounts have been 
stated, and very large amounts. The defalcation 
of a custodian of the money of a corporation or 
of afirm attracted notice 

Mr. TOOMBS. I said that I had heard there 
was money spent to procure free wool. 

Mr. DAVIS. I accept the distinction of the 
Seyator. He does not say thatthere was no money 
epent, but that the money was not effective. 

‘Mr. TOOMBS. I say no such thing procured 
passage of the bill. Ido not think it could 
have applied to three people in Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS. That goes into the region of spec- 
ulation, Where I should be perfectly lost. .How 
far this large sum of money affected anybody’s 
vote who would not have voted for the bill with- 
out it, Ldo not know; but he was a very indis- 
erect agent who paid money to a man to vote a 
particular way when he intended to vote that way 
without the money. That is all I can say. Itis 
. thing of which I have no particular knowledge. 

In all the argument ual 
I sympathize; butthe free trade which is presented 
by persons particularly acquainted with all finan- 
cial questions, like my friends from Virginia and 
Georgia, of the Committee on Finance, is not the 
free rade of which [ have been an advocate. It 
is free trade in dyes, so that the manufacturer 
may be relieved, and finally it grows to be free 
trade in everything which is required for the in- 
dustry of the country; but where is the wood- 
man’s ax; Where is the farmer’s plow, and where 
his scythe? These pay a duty still, and the cry 
is constantly for a higher tax on them. It is, 
then, merely te the dye-stuffs, that enter into the 
manufacture of cloths and calicoes, that this free 


Wl th 


wheres 





the 


trade extends. The salt and the iron, the two ab- | 


solute necessaries of life, are still to bear their 
burdens. My friend from Virginia says it is to 
reduce the price of the manufacture of the article. 
How? His colleague from Georgia answers it— 
auswers it without intending to do so—when he 
points to the fact that Great Britain is struggling 
for the markets of the world; enlarging her man- 
ufactures; taking off duties wherever it will in- 
crease her manufactures, and that it is the price 
of the British article with which we are to com- 
pete. They regulate our standard; and when you 
take the duty off the dye-stuff, you merely in- 
crease the profits of him who manufactures in this 
country to sell to ourown people. Great Britain, 
with all her manufacturing and commercial power, 
is Struggling for the possession of our market, and 
she sends the goods here at the price at which she 
can afford to sell them. They are then charged 
with a duty, which duty is imposed for the ben- 
efit of the manufacturer of the same character of 
goods here, in many cases, and then the manufac- 
turer here gets the price of the English article 
with the duty added, and his profit on it. That 
profit will be greater or less in proportion as he 
pays duty on the raw material or not. 

But there is another phase in this free trade of 
my friend from Georgia, that of specific duties. 
I cannot apply his theory of relieving consump- 
fon, of imposing taxation upon property, and in 
that I agree with the idea of specific duties. If 
Property is to bear the burdens of Government, 
then you most equitably reach it by a duty of 
‘mpost when you adopt the ad valorem principle. 
Itis wealth which buys the high-priced article, 
and poverty which buys the poorer. Then when 
the tax is in proportion to the value of the article, 
Wealth pays its proportionate share for the sup- 
port of the Government in return for the protec- 
tion whick property receives. It-is the only 
mode, in my opinion, through which you can 
vary the burden so as at all to assimilate to the 
amount of property which receives protection, if 


1 goes for free trade, | 


| 
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| wealthy pay more. 
| ton sheetings. 


| bedding all over the country. 
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you collect your duties through an indirect sys- || cents a yard, whereas, under this 


tem. Direct taxation, we all know, would reach 
property immediately. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 








_3189 


j bill, they pa 
but one cent; and there is no other way to eo 


Persons would render || it but to fix different rates of duty; and no tariff 


personal service for the protection they received, |j that I ever heard of before discriminated as this 


and property would support the Government. I | 
am speaking now, however, of a system of rev- 


does. 


I come next to woolen goods. J allude to this 


enue which is collected from the imports of the || for the purpose of counteracting the impression 
country. A specific duty, laying the same tax || that has gone abroad by a statement of the chair- 
upon an article worth twenty dollars as upon an | man of the Committee on Finance, that this bill 


burdens so taken off Porn 


the laborers. That is the effect of it; and it is, 


therefore, that I have always vindicated ad valorem | 


duties, and ad valorem duties spread out upon || 


everything imported. If consumption be the basis 
on which you are to lay the tax, then everything 
which is consumed should be taxed; and least of 


all is it fair to exempt from taxation those things | 


not produced in our country; and those goods 
not produced in our country, and those alone, 
well put every dollar which was taken from the 
pockets of the people into the Treasury of the 
United States. A tax laid on any other character 
of commodity is a portion of it paid into the pock- 
ets of the individual who manufactures or pro- 


duces it, and a portion of it only into the Treasury | 


of the United States. We all know what the 
English system has been. It has advanced to- 
wards free trade; but the English circumstances 


| and our own are very different; and when we 
| apply their principle, we cannot do it by follow- 


ing step by step in their path. 
Mr. SIMMONS. 


ous effect of specific duties, and to illustrate the 
general principle by a single article taken from 
this bill. 
upon cotton goods, 


Mr. DAVIS. To which bill does the Senator 


| call my attention? 


Mr. SIMMONS. I speak of the one on the 


reconsidered, | hope will be before the Senate and 
be passed. ‘The Senator says he wishes a strictly 
ad valorem duty placed upon all goods, in order 
that the masses of men may pay less and the 
Now, take the duties on cot- 
Common brown goods that weigh 
over five ounces to the square yard are taxed in 
this bill one cent per square yard. They are 
of universal consumption for oe wear and 
' 


sumption of them than of any other article of cot- 
ton goods. They vary in price from eight and 
a half to twelve cents a square yard. ‘The drill- 
ings that people wear for pantaloon stuffs, cost 


about nine cents the lineal yard, being about three | 


quarters of a yard wide. Another finer fabric, 
worth about eight cents, having a great deal less 
stock in it, but more labor, counting a certain 
number of threads, is charged two cents a square 
yard, although the market price of it is not as 
much as of the coarse article that only pays one 
cent. By the Senator’s universal rule of ad valo- 
rems, there would be two and a half cents a yard 


on these coarse sheetings by the tariff he is com-. 


mending so much, and about two and a quarter 
cents, perhaps, on the article I am now speaking 
of. Then, when you come up to the article with 
two hundred threads to the square inch, which 
furnishes the wear for the Senator from Missis- 
sippi and myself, the value of it in the market is 
about thirteen cents, and it is charged in this bill 
three cents a square yard. 


I have instanced these three qualities of cotton | 
There was | 


goods that are extensively imported. 
nearly thirty million dollars’ worth of these arti- 
cles imported last year. On the coarse goods of 


universal wear, the specific duty imposed by this | 


bill, being a cent per square yard, is not over ten 
per cent.; and the duty on the next grade is about 
twenty-two per cent.; and on the highest grade, 
which is worn by the wealthy, twenty-five per 
cent., by these changes in the rates. The medium 
rates of fine goods,-being of so little stock, are 
light, and the actual cost is as much as of the 
coarse goods in the market, and they do not bring 
as much; and hence, under the ad valoremsystem, 
they pay less, instead of more, as they ought to 
do. ith an ad valorem rate, you would make the 
coarse goods pay from two and a half to three 


‘here is more con- | 


| 
| 


| 


'| least per cent. 
I wish to call the attention |} 


of the Senator from Mississippi to the facts con- | 
| nected with this bill when he speaks of the injuri- | 


I will take the instance of the duties || 





|| a square 


_ article worth two, operates to relieve property of || which came to us from the House of Represent- 
| its fair proportion of burdens, and*to transfer the || 


to the consumers, | 


atives discriminated against the masses of men 

and in favor of the wealthy, whereas its whole 
| purpose and end and scope are to put the lowest 

possible duties on the goods worn by the masses 
| of men in every particular. Reesyhaibe knows 
| that cottons and woolens form the great bulk of 
| the clothing of the whole people of this country. 

Though there is a large amount of silks worn, the 
great mass of the clothing of the country is made 
from cotton and wool. Under this bill, upon 
woolen goods costing less than twenty-five cents 
yard, there is a duty of fifteen per cent.; 
|} and when they come up to seventy-five cents, 
| there is a duty of twenty per cent., and a specific 
| rate by the pound to cover the duty levied on the 
| raw wool; and when they go above one dollar a 
square yard, there is twenty-five per cent. duty. 
| They call these minimums. These prices are 
| merely put onas steps covering the kinds of goods 

that are worn by the common mass of men, and 

invariably the coarser kinds are taxed with the 
That indicates a purpose, and it 
will produce the effect of putting the burden of 
this imposition upon the wealth of the country, 
those who wear fine goods in both classes; and 
| so it is with silks. About one half the rate of 
| duty is put on the common silks, which are worn 
| by the masses so far as they wear them at all, 
and the duty is nearly doubled on the finer silks. 
So it is with liquors. Everything is predicated 
upon that basis. I know of no other way. Mr. 
| Guthrie,in his report, said that experience under 


| 
| 
} 
' 
| 


| 


|| the schedules of the tariff of 1846, where there 
reconsideration of the postponement of which we | 


are about to vote, and one which, if that vote be | 


were lower rates for different articles of the same 
description, showed that the importers changed 
the names, and contrived,by fraud and deception, 

to get articles in under the low schedule which 
| ought to have paid a higher rate of duty. Where 
you fixed your schedules to allow goods to come 
in at a low rate for the benefit of the masses, they 
| contrived to bring in goods intended for the 


|| wealthy under the low schedules; and you can- 


not avoid this under the ad valorem system; but 
if you put on specific duties, you prevent it en- 
tirely. 

Great objection is made to the details of this 
bill; and it is said the officers will have to use 
microscopes in order to count the threads in a 
square inch. Why, sir, the goods have been sold 
for forty years by the trade in that way, and so 
advertised in every newspaper. Orders go out to 
England in that way. The English prices cur- 
rent invariably give the price per piece according 
to the number of threads in a square inch, They 
sell their cotton goods now by the piece, not by 
the yard; they sell on a larger scale than we do. 

My colleague has just handed me a quotation 
| from the New York paper of last week, giving 
the price of goods according to the number of 
threads per inch. It is just as well known among 
people who deal in these goods what is indicated 
by a certain number of threads as it would be to 
give a quotation of sugar by the pound. It is 
very easy for people who have not had their at- 
tention called to this business, and do not know 
what it means, to think there must be some mys- 
tery in saying that there shall be a certain’ duty 
on goods counting a hundred threads to the square 
inch. There is no newspaper that you take up, 
containing trade quotations, that does not give 
you the prices according to this very standard. I 
saw in our paper, last week, an account of the 
sales of seventy-seven thousand pieces of printed 
cloths of sixty, sixty-four, and fifty-six threads, 
giving the price according to each grade. People 
order these goods all over the country, and all 
over the world, by this standard. When we were 
making the tariff of 1842, I recollect to have seen 
the English tariff on linens, and I was utterly sur- 
prised at the nicety of it. They raised the duty 
every four threads to a square inch. I suggested 
to the men who drew this bill that I thought three 
grades of cotton goods were Song Se it 
first at a hundred threads to the square inch, then 
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at one hundred and forty, and then at two hun- | 
dred; but if the English were now to make a tariff | 
of this kind, they would have twenty different 
grades. Their linen tariff has more than twenty 
grades or rates of duty, and it has been so for | 
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to bribe members of Congress, or had any idea || The question is on the motion to reconside 


that money was directly or indirectly to go into 
the pockets of members of Congress. But, sir, 


) there is a class of men who hang about Washing- 


forty years. Did you ever hear any complaint of || 


it? Is there any difficulty about dealing with 

England for linen goods? You send your order | 
out for linen of such a count, and everybody un- 
derstands it just as well as if you ordered so 
many pounds of sugar. ‘The dealers understand 
it. You would not expect a man who knew noth- 
ing about the business to understand it. If you 
give an order fora hundred cases of linen accord- 
ing to the different counts, they understand it by 
the threads just as well as the grades of cotton 
are understood. If 1 send an order to Mississippi 


for middling cotton, | know just as well what will! | 


come back as if I were there to pick itout. So, 
if I send for middling fair, or fair, or ordinary, | 
know it just as well as if I saw the cotton and 
picked it. If it does not come according to the 
standard for which 1 sent, 1 am not obliged to 


take it. 


Mr. HAMMOND. I rise to inquire of the 


Chair if it isin order, on.the motion to reconsider, 


to discuss the merits of the tariff bill. | desire to | 


know whether the tariff is up now for discussion 


under this motion to reconsider; for if it is not, | 


the Senator from Rhode Island, and many other 
Senators, have been out of order. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I am not discussing the 
merits of the bill. I was only calling the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Mississippi, who intro- 
duced this point, to some of its provisions. I was 
merely calling his attention to it to show that 
there is no such objection in the bill proposed to 
be reconsidered as he supposes; but that, on the 
contrary, it provides just what he said ought to 
be provided in a tariff bill, and provides for it as 
effectually, and more effectually, than I have ever 
seen it done in any tariff bill framed in this coun- 
try. Instead of our complaining of the intricacy 
of this tariff bill, | think the members of the 
House of Representatives who framed it deserve 
the thanks of the country for their ability and 
industry in doing it; and when it comes to be ex- 
amined here I doubt whether there will be many 
places where you can pick a flaw in it. Ido not 
doubt but that there are some mistakes in it. I 
never saw a bill of that length which could not 
be improved. They may have omitted something, 
or may have miscalculated; but this is the place, 
and this is the time for us to remedy any such 
defect, and I have no doubt we can do itin a sin- 
gle day if the Senator from Mississippi and others 
who take an interest in the question will take 
time and devote themselves for a day or two to 
the bill. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Mississippi 
has charged very broadly that the tariff act of 
1857 was passed by corruption, and says, that 
ever since he discovered that he has expressed 
his willingness to vote for its repeal. 

Mr. DAVIS. Allow me to correct the Senator. 
I think he has drawn his impressions from the 
remarks of the Senator from Georgia, rather than 
from my own, I thoughtitan unfair construction 
atthe time. I stated that I was ready to do so, 
since I had been satisfied that was the fact. Iwas 
satisfied by what appeared in the newspapers, 
and T believed iton the evidence there presented. 

Mr. WILSON. Lhave nodoubtthatin making 
this declaration which the Senator from Missis- 
sippi has made, he is convinced that the act of 
1857 did pass by corruptappliances of money; for 
I am Sure that he would not make the declaration 
here unless he entertained that conviction. I have 
made some inquiries in regard to it and reflected 
somewhat upon it, and my own judgment is that 
money had no influence whatever in passing” the 
tariff act of 1857. That money was raised for the 
purpose of influencing the action of Congress in 
some form, there can be no doubt whatever. That 
fact is before the country, and adiscreditable fact 
itis, But, sir, in my judgment, that money was 
raised that year through the influence of a class 
of men who hang about Washington during the 
sessions of Congress as lobby agents, and simple- 
minded men, anxious for a change of the tariff, 
thought it was best to comply with certain inti- 
mations or requests made of them to send an agent 
with money to Washington to operate upon the 
Congress, though I do not suppose they intended 


ton during the sessions of this body and the other 
House, who make it their business to sell the 
votes of members of the Senate and House of 


Representatives; who make it their business to | 


represent to persons having claims or interests 
> 


| depending upon the action of Congress, that they 


have a controlling influence with certain members, 
or with portions or the whole of delegations, I 
have no doubt that members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives have their votes sold and 
paid forannually, and they in perfect unconscious- 


ness of it. Sir, there are men here this very year | 


who hang around these Halls, come into these 
galleries, and represent to persons having busi- 
ness before Congress that unless they are paid 


/ sums of money they will have their measures de- 


' both Houses. 


feated; and when the employers of such men have 
had the facts brought before them, they have ad- 
mitted the corrupt character of their employés. 


In regard to the charge that $87,000 was raised | 


in 1857 to influence the action of Congress upon 


“an . | 
the tariff, | have never seen any evidence; | have 
never been able to discover any fact going to show | 


that members of Congress received any portion 
of that money. Sir, it was not necessary to raise 


or spend money to carry the tariff of 1857, for it || 
There was a previous demand | 
before Congress to modify the tariff of 1846, to | 


went by itself. 


reduce the revenue. That pressure was upon 
The question only was, how it 
was to be done. ‘There was a general, universal 
opinion among men of all parties, that there should 
be a modification of the tariff to effect that object. 


If money was expended, it went into the pockets 


_ of men who took the occasion to fill their pockets. 


That it had any influence; that jt was necessary 
to have any influence over the action of Congress, 
cannot be maintained. You, sir, (Mr. Firzpart- 
rick in the chair,) and every member of Con- 


| gress in 1857, will bear evidence that there were 
That this | 


no close votes upon that question. 
money was raised under the influence of lobby 
agents, operating upon a few business men of 
lamited capacity, who did not understand the po- 


sition of that question before Congress, I have not 


_ measure before Congress, | utterly deny. 


adoubt; but that it had any effect in passing the 


| part of the lobby system that disgraced us at that 


time; that has disgraced us during the present 
session. There are lobby agents about this Cap- 
itol who make it their business to represent to 
persons who know no better that they influence 
and control the votes of members of the Senate 


and House of Representatives; and that such men 


| great national concern, pending in Congress, that | 


have received money this year for that purpose, 
I entertain not adoubt. A person connected with 
a paper in New York said to a leading gentleman 
who came here with reference to a measure of 


| unless he would pay him $1,500 he would defeat 


his bill. Receiving no money from that quarter, 
he labored with reckless zeal to defeat a measure 
of public interest, because its friends would not 
consent to be black-mailed by him. 

Sir, it does not do to believe members of the 


Senate and House of Representatives guilty of 
| the crime of corruption because certain men, in 


order to put money in their purses, make igno- 
rant people, who have claims or interests before 
Congress, believe that they control or influence 
the votes of members. “ 
going on, it is now going on,and it will probably 


go on hereafter; and I know that some of the | 


yurest mon, some whom I now see before me, 
vave had their names coupled with corruption, 
all unconscious of it themselves. I say that so 
far as the allegation of money having been raised 
to influence Congress in 1857, in its action upon 
the tariff, is concerned, I believe the whole of it 
to be a corrupt matter of lobby agents, operating 
upon the weaknesses of some business men, and 
that it had no influence whatever over the legis- 
lation of Congress that year. If there were mem- 
bers of Congress who stained their souls with 
corruption on that occasion, I hope the infam 
of their complicity with lobby agenis to blac 
mail credulous persons, anxious to secure the 
modification of the tariff, will yet be disclosed to 
the world. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brier.) 


* 


It was | 


That system has been | 
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| from Louisiana, (Mr. Suipet.] 


| to be excused from voting after the 


| pair off, and whether it is an excuse fora me 








J une 20, 


t the 


vote postponing House bill No. 338. 
The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, 
Mr. BINGHAM, (when his name was called.) 


Qn this question I am paired with the Senator 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I must take this Oce 
sion to bring to the decision of the Chair the ques, 
tion whether it is any excuse for a gentleman that 
he is paired off. I would myself, under tho a 
cumstances in which the Senator is plac; he 
; ! decision of 

this question; but I hope he will not consider 
unkind at all that I avail myself of this o e 
nity and this occasion, it being the first sip 
night, to make the question in his case, 
to know whether it is competent for ge 


portu- 
ce last 
I want 
ntlemen to 


: 2 mbe) 
to say here **I have paired off.’ I think it js 


not. I think this practice is becoming altogeth, 
too fashionable among us; and we ought to know 
at any rate, what the law of this body is in y. 
gard toit, I desire to have the decision of tho 
Chair; and insist upon it that the gentleman, beine 
present, is bound to vote. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brieny.) 
The Chair understands the Senator from Key. 
tucky as insisting that the Senator from Michigay 
shall vote. = 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, I must do that in ord 
to raise the question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the rule that relates to the question 
raised by the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. BIGLER. I beg to suggest to the Senate; 


| from Kentucky that it would be better to go 
| through with the list, and afterwards take up the 


question of the propriety of requiring Senators to 
vote. I think that 1s in accordance with the rule: 
and [ make the suggestion to the Senator from 
Kentucky, that he allow the call to go through, 
and then raise the question. ; : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I fear that I cannot 
make it if the call shall be concluded. 

Mr. BROWN. You can at any time before 
the result is announced. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The point is 
well taken at the present stage of the call. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I made it at this in- 
stant because I supposed I was obliged to make 
itnow. Ifitcan be made after the call is through, 
very well. 

Mr. BROWN. I think the question may be 
made at any time before the result is announced. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By general 
consent, the call will be proceeded with until its 
close, and the Senator from Kentucky can then 
make his point of order. [‘* Agreed !’’] 

The Secretary continued the call of the roll. 

Mr. FOSTER rose when Mr. Dixon’s name 
was called, and said: My colleague has paired 
with the honorable Senator from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Cuineman.] They are both absent. 

The Secretary concluded the call of the roll. 

Mr. DURKEE, (who at first voted in the 
affirmative.) I desire to withdraw my vote. | 
am paired with the Senator from Louisiana, | Mr. 
BenJaMIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator s 
vote will be withdrawn, if there be no objection. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I suppose this 1s the 

roper time to have the decision of the question 

raised. A gentleman during the call excused 
himself from voting on the ground that he had 
vaired off with another gentleman who wasabsent. 

merely wish to have the question settled, that 
members may know how to regulate their col- 
duct, not that I desire it to be applied to existing 
cases; because we have indulged in this practice, 
all of us—I have myself; but I believe that it 
ought to be stopped. I would not insist on avy 
gentleman voting now who is paired; but I want 
the decision on the question whether it is a good 
excuse for not voting. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does 
not know how the question can be made, except 
in the case of some Senator. Does the Senator 
from Kentucky insist on any Senator voting who 
has declined to vote? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Of course; I am obliged 
to do that fur the purpose of raising the quesion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Wisconsin, for example, declined voting on the 
ground that he had paired off. The Chair wil! 
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1 the attention of the Senate to the rule. The 
cali ae ©" 
ru! provides: 
< When the yeas and nays shall be called for by one fifth 
; members present, each member called upon shall, 
‘pas for special reason he be excused by the Senate, de- 
oe openly and without debate, his assent or dissent to 
the question.” 
The Senator from Wisconsin : vert 
Sayeral Senators. The Senator from Michi- 


e\Kie VICE PRESIDENT. The same remark 
is true of the Senator from Michigan. The Sen- 
ator from Michigan having declined to vote, on 
the cround that he has paired off, the question for 
the Senate to determine Is, whether that reason is 
sufficient; and the Chair will submit that question 
to the Senate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
be excused. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I shall make that mo- 
tion myself as soon as we have the decision of the 
question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, 
is the excuse rendered by the Senator from Mich- 
ian sufficient ? 


of the 





I move that my colleague 


Mr. TOOMBS. I hope it will be deemed suffi- | 


cient. This practice of the Senate is according 
to custom, and I think it is a good practice. The 
rule was not passed to meetit. I believe the prac- 
tice of pairing a judicious one in some cases, to 
prevent advantage being taken of an accident 
which may call a member aoe: It is a very 
good practice, and may be indu 

injury to the public service, especially in a body 
like this, Where each gentleman must judge for 
himself how far his presence here is necessary to 
ihe public interest, and when it is yrneny for him 
ty pair off, and on what questions. think it is 


a discretion which may well be left to each Sen- | 


ator, and I dislike very much to see an arbitrary 
rule enforced. 

Mr. MASON. I do not think the question, 
whether the Senator shall be excused, is at all 
dependent on any principle which may be in- 
volved in the right of the Senate to excuse him. 
lavree with the Senator from Georgia that this 
pracuce in the Senate is one that leads to very 


good results, and the Scnate cannot well control | 
i. Theruleis, that cach Senator shall vote when 


his name is called; but it has been the usage of 
the Senate since | have been here—certainly a 
much shorter time than the honorable Senator from 
Kentueky—to allow a Senator, on his respons- 
ibility, if he finds it necessary to leaye the Sen- 
ate, to do so by getting some gentleman of oppo- 
site opinions, to avoid the consequence of his 
absence, to agree not to vote. I think each Sen- 
ator must do that on his own responsibility. 


Suppose the Senate were not to excuse a Senator | 


for not voting: he has nothing to do but to leave 
the Chamber before his name is called, and he 
cannot be required to vote. I can well see that 
there may be instances where, if the pairs were 
numerous, the Senate might be reduced to a num- 
ber below a quorum; and in such cases, perhaps, 
itmight be desirable to enforce the rule; but oth- 
erwise I should be reluctant to do so. 

_ Mr. BINGHAM. The Senator from Louis- 
land has left the city upon the faith of my engage- 
ment that I would not vote on any political ques- 
tion while he was away; and I us 
to vote now, under any circumstances. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, 
shall the Senator from Michigan, for the reason 
stated, be excused from voting? 

The question being put, it was determined in 
the affirmative. 

_The result of the vote on the motion to recon- 
sider the postponement of the tariff bill until 
the second Monday in December next was an- 
nouneed—yeas 33, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bright, Cameron, | 
Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Doolittle, 


Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Kennedy, King, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, 
Seward, Simmons, Sumner, ‘Ten Eyek, Thomson, Truin- 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bragg, Brown, Chesnut, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, Iversou, John- 
son of Tennessee, Matlory, Mason, Rice, Toombs, Wig- 
fall, and Yulee—17. P 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to | 


reconsider is agreed to; what will the Senate do 
with the bill? 


Mr. BIGLER. 


It will be remembered that, so 


ged in without | 


d not consent | 











far as | have any interest in the matter, I gave the || 


| Senator from Florida an assurance that when the 


| bill was taken up, I would consent to let it be | 


assed over informally, while we proceeded with 
the Post Office deficiency bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the Senate. 
Mr. LANE. 
I gave notice. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
Pennsylvania asks that the bill lie over till the 
| Post Office deficiency bill can be disposed of. 
Mr. LANE. If the bill is laid aside, let my 


The bill is before 


‘ 
I move the amendment of which 


ment be read. 
The Secretary read the amendment as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill, and 
insert : 


ports, and for other purposes,” approved July 30, 1846, be, 
and the same is hereby, reénacted and reéstablished in 





and parts of acts inconsistent with the said act of July 30, 
1846, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to suggest that the 
amendment cannot now be in order, because there 


is a motion to postpone the bill until December 
next. All we have done is to reconsider the vote 


question comes back upon the motion to postpone. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair over- 
looked that circumstance. The Senator from 
‘Maine is correct. The vote which has just been 
taken reconsidered the vote by which the bill was 
postponed until the second Monday in December. 
The question now is, shall it be postponed until 
that day? 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope that metion will be voted 
down without a division. 

The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

Mr. LANE. I renew my admendment. 

Mr. COLLAMER. This bill was once referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and was by them 
merely considered and reported with reference to 
one question, namely, whether it should be post- 
poned to the next session. The merits of the bill 
itself have not been considered at all in this body. 
The vote to postpone it has now been reconsid- 
ered, and the bill comes before us. Clearly, it 
has never been considered in the Committee on 
Finance, in relation to the details of its provisions. 
The only question which by them was considered 


it, postponing it to another session, notexamining 
it. The bill really not having undergone any ex- 
amination by that committee on its merits, I move 
now that it be referred to the Committee on,F1- 
nance. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. With the amend- 
ment? 

Mr. COLLAMER. The amendment, I take 
it, is not in order. It could not be received at the 
time it was offered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Oregon offered the amendment the moment the 
vote was taken upon the motion to postpone. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If the amendment is re- 
ceived as in order, I desire to have it committed 
| with the bill. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope that the motion to re- 
fer the bill to the Committee on Finance will not 
| prevail. We voted to reconsider the vote post- 
poning the bill with the idea that we were going 
to set ourselves down and go to work to mature 
it. I want the bill read; I want to take it up sec- 
tion by section, line by line, word by word, and 





fairly before the Senate now, and we can amend 
each of the sections, as we take them up. We 
have entered on the work seriously and soberly, 
and let us examine and act upon it. We voted 
for the reconsideration with that understanding; 
and I shall insist upon it, as far as I can do so, 
that we act upon each section of the bill separ- 
ately and in detail, and perfect the provisions of 
the bill before we act upon the amendment of the 
Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. BIGLER. I cannot vote for the motion 
of the Senator from Vermont. This bill has al- 
ready been in possession of the Committee on 
Finance. It is true, as the Senator says, that the 
only question considered by the committee was 
that of postponement, that the details of the bill 
were not alluded to at all. The Senator from 

> 
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| 
| 
| 


| 


The Senator from | 


amendment lie over with it. L ask that the amend- | 


| 


i 


That the act entitled “An act reducing the duty on im- | 


every section, schedule, and clause thereof; and that the | 
act entitled “An act reducing the duty on imports, and for | 
other purposes,’’ approved March 3, 1857, and all other acts | 





S10! 


Vermont proposes to recommit it in order that 
it may be perfected, that the committee may go 

into an examination of the details, and cure any 

palpable defects that may appear init. But, sir, 
we have had a very clear indication that that corn- 
mittee is not only against this tariff bill, butagainst 
any other; and the committal would simply be 
yutting us where we were afew hours since—the 
ill would be out of the possession of the Senate, 
and, I take it, disposed of for this session. That 
has not been my purpose. 

Mr. HUNTER. Allow me to suggest to the 
Senator from Pennsylvania that he moved to re- 

| fer it to a speeial committee. Let a select com- 
mittee of its friends take charge of it, and make 
such amendments as they may think proper. 

Mr. BIGLER. I shall not interfere so far with 
the motion of the Senator from Vermont; but if he 
had moved to refer the bill to a select committee, 
L should not have felt disposed to interpose an 
objection, provided I could have assurance of 
yxromptand immediate action from the ommittee. 

| If the Senator from Vermont will change his mo- 


} tion, and propose a select committee, I shall have 


upon the postponement, and now I take it the | 


and presented here, was the question of deferring | 


examine every part of it, and pass upon it. It is || 
1} 


very much less objection to it. Certainly 1 can- 
not agree to a reference to the Committee on Fi- 

| nance, understanding their views, as we now do. 

|| | had supposed that, after disposing of the Post 
Office appropriation bill, we should at least read 

|| this bill, and go through its sections, and see what 

|| objections could be pointed out to it. Ido not 

feel disposed myself now to make a motion to 

commit. 

|| Mr. COLLAMER. As the frie~ ds of the meas- 
ure seem to be divided about the propriety of my 
motion, I withdraw it. 

| ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill has never 

| been read at length in the Senate. The Secretary 

| will read the bill. 

| 

| 

| 


The Secretary commenced reading the bill. 
Mr. YULEE. I move the suspension of the 
| reading of the bill; and if it be agreeable to the 
| Senate, and the Senator from Pennsylvania, | will 
|| move the postponement of this question, in order 
to take up the Post Office deficiency bill, 
Mr. BIGLER. 1 cannot object to that, of 
course; for L agreed that it might be done. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
| Florida moves to suspend the reading of the 
bill 
| Mr. WILSON. I must object. 
| Mr. YULEE. I make the motion. 

Mr. WILSON. If there is any special business 
that the Senator wishes to do, J shall not object 
to its being suspended temporarily. 

Mr. YULEE. I want to take up the Post Office 
appropriation bill for the present year. 

Mr. WILSON ._ I am wiliing to yield to that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill must be 
| read unless, by unanimous consent, its reading be 
| dispensed with. 

Mr. LANE. I think we had better get through 
with this bill. We have but three days of the 
| session after this; and I regard this bill as a very 
Important matter, 

Mr. TOOMBS. Here is an appropriation bill 
| pending between the two Houses which it is pro- 
| posed to take up. ‘ 

Mr. LANE. No appropriation bill is of more 
importance than this question. I will not, how- 
| ever, stand in opposition to the wish of the Sen- 
|| ate in relation to this matter. If they desire now 
| to take up some other business, | shall not object. 
| Mr. BIGLER. I believe there is no motion to 
|| postpone, but it is simply proposed, by common 
|| consent, to lay this bill aside. 
| Mr. YULEE. I have no objection to that mode 
| of proceeding—any mode by which we can take 
| up the Post Office bill. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
| no objection; this bill is laid aside temporarily, 
| and the Post Office deficiency bill will be taken 
| UP- 
| ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
| Speaker of the House had signed an enrolled bill 
| (S. No. 416) to secure homesteads to actual set- 

tlers on the public domain, and for other pur- 
| poses; and it was signed by the Vice President. 


| NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The message further announced that the House 
insisted upon its amendment to the sixth amend- 
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ment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 500) | ber of the bill (S. No. 416) to secure homesteads 


making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year ending 30th of June, 1861, disagreed to by 


the Senate, and upon its disagreements to the || gress, be printed for the use of the Senate, it was 


amendments of the Senate to the said bill, insisted 
on by the Senate; agreed to the conference asked 
by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
I ouses thereon; anda )pointed Mr. FREEMAN H. 
Morse of Maine, Mr. Warren Winsiow of 


North Carolina, and Mr. Cuarces F. Apams of | 


Massachusetts, managers at the same on the part 
of the House. 


MAIL ROUTE PREEMPTIONS. 


The message further announced that the House 


had agreed to the report of the committee of con- 
ference on the disagrecing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill (1. R. No. 44) confirming certain land 
entries under the third section of the act of 3d 
March, 1855, entitled ** An act making appropri- 
ations for the service of the Post Office Depart- 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1856.”’ 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 104) forthe 
final adjustment of private land claimsin the States 
of Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri, 
and for other purposes, with an amendment; in 
which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
quested. 

Mr. POLK. I ask the Senate to pass upon the 
amendments to our bill No. 104. I will state that 
the amendments are unimportant. One of them 
substitutes ‘for’? for *and’’—not making any 
anteeiesinteeemenwand tseteenmmnenl- 
ment allows a claim, filed within the limit fixed 
by the Senate bill, to be prosecuted to final action. 
That is all. 





There being no objection, the amendments of | 


the House were read. ‘They were in line thirteen, 
of page 1, to strike out **or’’ and insert ‘*and;’’ 
and to add to the bill: 

And all claims presented, or sued upon, according to the 
provisions of this act, within the said term of five years, 
may be prosecuted to final determination and decision, 
notwithstanding the said term of five years may have ex- 
pired before such final determination and decision. 


The amendments were concurred in. 


MAIL ROUTE PREEMPTIONS. 

Mr. BRAGG, from the committee of confer- 
ence Gn the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill (CH. H. No. 44) confirming certain land 
entries, under the third section of the act of 3d 
March, 1855, entitled ** An act making appropria- 
tions for the service of the Post Office Department 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1856,’’ made 
the following report: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H.R. No. 44) confirming 
certain land entries under the third section of the act of 
3d March, 1855, entitled ** An act making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office Department during the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1856,”’ report: that, having met, af- 
ter full and free conference they have agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend, to the respective Llouses, as follows: 

‘To amend the said bill by iuserting in line four, on page 
2, afler the word * entries,’ ** upon payment of $1 25 per 
acre, for the land embraced in each patent.” 

And the committee also agree to the amendment of the 
House with the above amendment, and recommend the 
conturrence of the Senate in the House amendment, and 
that the bill, with the amendment recommended by the com- 
inittee, be passed. 

W. R. W. COBB, 
JOUN G. DAVIS, 
CAREY A. TRIMBLE, 
Managers onthe part of the House of Representatives. 
‘THOMAS BRAGG, 
JAMES HARLAN, 
JOSEPH LANE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. BRAGG. The bill has been returned from 
the House of Representatives, the report of the 
commitiee having been concurred in there. I 
move that the Senate concur in the report. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PRINTING OF A REPORT. 

Mr. DURKEE moved to print the report of the 
Secretary of the Interior, communicating in part 
the information called for by a resolution of the 
Senate of the 28th ultimo, in relation to the con- 
tract for the construction of the Patent Office 
building, and it was 


Ordered, That the motion be referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
On motion of Mr. RICE, that the usual num- 











|| to actual settlers on the public domain, and for 


other purposes, as it passed both Houses of Con- 


Ordered, ‘That the motion be referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 


Mr. FITCH, from the Committee an Printing, 


| to whom was referred the motion to print the 
|; usual number of the bill (S. No. 416) to secure 

| homesteads to actual settlers on the public do- 
| main, and for other purposes, mendet 


‘ in favor 
of the motion; and the report was agreed to. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. DAVIS asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. 


| No. 46) supplementary to the joint resolution in 


relation to the public printing, approved -, 
1860; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. DAVIS. I suppose the Senate will hardly 
be willing to consider the joint resolution now. I 
will darely state, therefore, in order that I may 





|| call it up at some other time, that instead of al- 


lowing the Superintendent of Public Printing to 
have the sole control of the purchase or erection 
of buildings, machinery, &c., the proposition is 
to put it under the control of the Secretary of the 


| Interior; and the Superintendent of Public Print- 
} ing then will have control of its management 





afterwards. It is dividing responsibility; throw- 


| ing checks around it. 


Mr. FITCH. Perhaps the Senator will have 
no objection to its reference to the Committee on 
Printing. I should like to look into it. 

Mr. DAVIS. None. 

The joint resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (H.R. 
No. 503) making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department during the fiscal 
year ending the 30th June, 1860, is before the Sen- 
ate, the question pending being upon the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Florida [Mr. 
YuLre] to the amendment of the House of Rep- 
resenatives. Upon this question the yeas and 
nays were ordered, and they were being taken 
when the vote last night disclosed the want of a 
quorum. 

The amendment of the House of Representa- 
tives is to add to the Senate amendment, directing 
proposals to be issued for carrying the mail in 


steamers from Charleston to Key West: 
i 


Provided, The said service shall be performed in the same 
time as was prescribed in the schedule time in the contract 
tor the service of the steamer Isabel, and the Postmaster 
General is hereby authorized and directed to pay for the 
actual service performed by the said steamer Isabel, from 
Charleston te Havana, previous to the passage of this act, 
at the same rate of compensation as was provided in the 
contract for that service: 4nd provided further, That the 
Postmaster General is hereby directed to restore the inland 
service on all the routes under contract on the 4th of March, 
1859, unless the same have expired by their own limitation, 
or where improved service over said routes has been fur- 
nished by railroads or otherwise ; and where the service 
has been actually performed by the contractor upon cur- 
tailed routes, notwithstanding such curtailment, the Post- 
master General shall pay the contractors as if no change 
had been ordered ; but the Postmaster General shall not be 
required to restore the service on any of said routes beyond 
one daily mail each way, nor to interfere with any changes 
of service that may have been made without reduction of 
price; nor to restore service on rcute No. 10615, from Ne- 
osho, Missouri, to Albuquerque, New Mexico; nor to re- 
store service on route No. 15050, from Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, via Santa Fé, New Mexico, to Stockton, Calitornia ; 
nor on any part of the route No. 8076, west of El Paso: 
Provided further, That nothing herein contained shall de- 
bar the Postmaster General from discontinuing or curtail- 
ing any of the routes hereby restored; nor shall the con- 
tractor or contractors upon said restored routes be paid any 
extra allowance whatever, in consequence of any new cur- 
tailment ordiscontinuance: 4nd provided further, 'Thatno 
service hereby restored shall be put in operation unless by 
the assent of the contractor or contractors therefor: nd 

ovided further, That the appropriation herein made shall 
c so construed as to embrace those made by the joint res- 
olution “ for the relief of the contractors of the Post Office 
Department,’ approved 28th March, 1860: 2nd provided 


further, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 


s0 as to renew the mail service on the Cumberland river, 
above Clarksville, in the State of Tennessee. 


Mr. Yuter’s amendment is to strike out all 
after the word ‘* provided,”’ where it first occurs 
in the House amendment; and to insert: 


That the said service shall be performed in seven days 
for the round trip; and the Postmaster General is directed 
to investigate the claim of the owner of the steamer Isabel 
for services alleged to have been rendered by said steamer 
and the steamer Catawba in the transportation of the Uni- 
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ted States mails between Charleston and 
Havana, since the 30th day of September, 1859. 


Savannah and 


from any testimony, it shall appear to him that ies Jf 


vice, as stipulaved for in the contract therefor, which 
pired on the said 30th of September. 1859, was thereahe, 
actually performed, then the Postmaster General shall . 
low compensation up to the date of this act for such = 
vice, for the time it was performed, at the same rate = 
was allowed under said contract. And the Postmasne 
General is hereby directed to reéxamine the causes for dis. 
continuance or curtailment of the postal service on Sateen 
routes since the 4th day of March, 1859, and to restore a 
such | pe of the said service as can be restored, with oe 
regard tothe public interest and the circumstances of each 
case, whether such discontinuance or curtailment was upo 
contracts yet in force, or has taken effect upon the making 
of new contracts ; and wherever service has been actual} 
performed by the contractor upon any curtailed route a 
withstanding the order of curtailment, the Postmaster Gen, 
eral shall pay for the same as if no such order had bor, 
made, deducting from such payment any allowance mg 
ceived by the contractor on account of the Curtailment of 
service under his contract: Provided, however, That tie 
Postmaster General shall be satisfied, from the testimony 
before him, that the service for which compensation js 
above provided was performed in good faith and in advance. 
ment of the public interests: and provided further, That 
no compensation shali be made for any such service per- 
formed after the Ist day of August next. And, to enabjp 
the Postmaster General to carry this provision into effect, 
the sum of $300,000, or so much thercof as may be neces’ 
sary for the purpose, is hereby appropriated: Provides 
however, That the restoration or increase of service hereby 
contemplated, shall be with the assent of the contractor in 
each case, or in pursuance of the terms of his contract: 
“ind provided furthermore, also, That this appropriation 
shall be construed to embrace the appropriations made by 
the joint resolution “for the relief of contractors of the 
Post Office Department,” approved March 28, 1860, 

Mr. YULEE. I prepared that amendment as 
a substitute for the amendment sent from the 
House of Representatives. It was intended as q 
concession; it was a sort of olive branch held out 
to the gentlemen of the other side who were sus- 
taining the proposition of the House, and separa- 
ting from those of us in the Senate who hold the 
opinion that any legislation at all on the subject 
was improper. I find, upon looking at the vote 
which was taken last night, that it did not receive 
the countenance or support of any one gentleman 
who had been in antagonism before. Finding, 
therefore, that nothing is gained by the conces- 
sion [ proposed, I have concluded that it would 
be as well to withdraw it, and leave the issue to 
depend upon the proposition as it came from the 
House. I, therefore, ask permission to withdraw 
the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
may be withdrawn by unanimous consent, but 
not otherwise, the yeas and nays having been 
ordered upon it. 

Mr. POLK. Ido not like to object, but I do 
not wish to consent to that. I can vote for the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Florida, 
but if that is withdrawn, I cannot vote for the 
House amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. _Is objection made 
to allowing the Senator from Florida to withdraw 
his amendment? 

Mr. POLK. I cess, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the amendment cannot be withdrawn. The 
question is upon the amendment of the Senator 
from Florida to the amendment of the House of 
Representatives. 

he question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 16, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bragg, Bright, Brown, Davis, 
Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hammond, Hunter, Johnson of Tennes- 
see, Kennedy, Lane, Pearce, Polk, Powell, and Sebastian 
—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Crittenden, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Harlan, Hemphill, King, Latham, Mason, Rice, Seward, 
Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson, Toombs, ‘Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—26. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 


Mr. YULEE. I now move that the Senate 
disagree to theamendment proposed by the House 
of Representatives; and in order to show that we 
are disposed to accommodate, if possible, I move 
that we ask for another conference. , 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I trust the Senate will 
agree to the amendment of the House, and finish 
this bill. The present amendment is a modifica- 
tion of the position first assumed by the House, 
and it seems to me that no great harm will arise 
from agreeing to their amendment as it stands. 
The motion of the Senator from Florida, I believe, 
is, that we non-concur. I do not know exactly 
in what order the motions would be put, but 1! 1 
is in order, 1 would move first that we agree. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The motions to 

wp and disagree are equivalent; and if the 
pn of the Senator from Florida is rejected, 
re cae isan agreement with the action of the 
} 


] ; 
{ous 


\{.. TRUMBULL, Then the question may 
. “as well be taken in one form as another. 

\r. HAMMOND. I have been heretofore 
nosed to vote for this House bill; but I have 


Hs) 
i 


jiceovered (When it is too late for amendment, I 
‘ told, unless the amendment comes from a 
~ommittee of conference) that it is so worded that 
9 route is restored which has expired by its own 

nitation; and it so happens that in ten of the 
siates, beginning in Pennsylvania and running 
south, the contracts expired last July. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The House amend- 
ont is still open to amendment. 
“Mr. HAMMOND. But the provision to which 
| referis in the House bill,as I understand. Itis 
\the first section and twelfth line of the printed 
| before me, in which I would like to put the 
mendment. I should like to know whether that 

would be in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpat- 
sick in the chair.) The Chair will inform the 
<onator from South Carolina that no amendment 
can now be made to the body of the bill; but the 
auendment of the House may be amended. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I believe this is in the 


dy of the bill itself. The clause as it is, is only || 
7% : : = 
partial restoration of the service. Three north- || 


ern States—Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New Jer- 


sey—and Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North || 


Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
re left out by the terms of this bill. Unless it 
wi be amended, I shall certainly vote against it. 

[he PRESIDING OFFICER. An amend- 
nent to the body of the bill is not in order. The 
yiestion is On the motion of the Senator from 
l'\orida to disagree to the House amendment, and 
isk for a conference upon the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina that, if thisamendment 
prevails, the Postmaster General will have aright 
iy restore the service if he wants to do so and it 
sin his opinion necessary. Without amending 


dS | 


ihe bill, l say the discretion is given to the Post- 


master General to restore the service if he pleases. || 


Mr. TOOMBS. The objection which the Sen- 


took to this bill is well founded, and still sub- | 
sists. We are called upon to restore the whole || 
body of discontinued service that has notexpired, || 


t 


without knowing what we are doing, without a 
single inquiry, without a reference to a commit- 
tee; and for no other purpose, I presume, but be- 
cause gentlemen have determined to put back the 
service, atthe bidding of contractors, where it has 
heen discontinued. I do not think such legisla- 
ton could possibly get a vote in this body, if it 
were not for considerations of that kind. 

Mr. HAMMOND. 
amendment reported last, which [ had not seen 
when 1 was up before, does embrace the very 
passage that I should like to strike out; and there- 
fore the amendment which I before suggested is 
in order. 1 move, in line eleven of the House 
amendment, to strike out the words ** unless the 
same have expired by their own limitation.”’ 

Mr. BRAGG. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
that, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. YULEE. I wish to suggest to the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina a difficulty which his 
amendment will produce, although its object is to 
obtain justice. It shows the viciousness of this 
whole legislation. He proposes that we shall re- 
store the service as it was on the 4th of March, 1859, 
Whether the contracts on the routes have expired 
ornot. In the lettings in ten States since, there 
fave been changes in the amount of service; 
changes in the routes by which the post offices 
have been furnished; changes in the grade of 
Service; and new contracts have been ae which 
supplied all the offices that were then in existence 
“pon particular routes. Now it is proposed to 
restore all the old service, so that you will have 
double service in operation on many of the routes. 

hat is the simple effect of it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I do not understand any 
such thing as the Senator from Florida suggests. 

here is no more difficulty in restoring ser¥ice on 
& route, if you have got another contract, than 
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I find that the House | 


where you discontinue the service. Say there is 
a route numbered 2000. You had a contractor 
| upon it; he had a certain rate of service, so many 


times a week. His contract expires, and another | 


That very contract contains 
a provision for setting up the service, and that 


. . ‘- i 
same service can be restored just as well as if the | 
It makes no dif- |) 


old contractor had staid there. 
ference. 


Mr. YULEE. If the post offices were supplied | 
by service upon precisely the same routes it would 


contractor takes it. 
| 

| 

. rj ive > : © ws > ‘ racan 
| not; but I will give the Sénator a case—a case 
| 


| which the report of the Postmaster General fur- | 


nishes us—where offices were supplied by steam- 
boat ata high cost, and the same offices have been 
supplied under a new arrangement by land ata 


tration. 


| tion, and I intended to confine my remarks to the 


The 


| Carolina, which is the question before us. 


|| ingservice does notapply merely because there are 
|| new contractors. The exception which was in the 
bill, that the restoration of service should not ex- 


own limitation, the Senator from South Carolina 
moves merely to strike out. You can just as well 
restore the service where new contractors have 
|| taken these routes, as you could if the old con- 
tractors had remained. It disturbs nothing at all. 





|| cases where they have been superseded by other 
|| provisions for the service. That is provide d for 
in another part of the bill. 


stored where it has been superseded by railroad or 
other service. The remarks of the Senator from 
|| Florida, as I understand the case, do not at all 
| constitute any sort of objection to adopting the 
| amendment proposed by the Senator from South 
Carolina. The routes may be restored just as 
well, I say, under a new contract as under an old 
one. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I think the Senator from 
|| Florida must apprehend that this is to restore the 
|} contractors 
| Mr. YULEE. No, sir. 

Mr. HAMMOND. It is simply torestore the 
service, and not the contractors, and I do not see 
why it should work any greater difficulty to re- 
|| store those whose contracts expired in July than 
those whose contracts did not expire. My ob- 








and | will not agree, as far as my vote goes, to 
restore the postal service in twenty-three States 
and notin the other ten. 
the amendment of the Senator from Florida. That 
is as faras I was disposed to go, for I did not feel 
disposed to vote anything that looked like a vote 
of censure on the Post Office Department, because 


sible, under the circumstances. 





tempted to organize any permanent reforms in 
his Department, under the stringent circumstances 
| in which he was placed at the close of the last 
session, by the loss of the appropriation bill. That 
was not a time to organize with a view to perma- 
nent improvements. He should have done, as he 
did, the best he could do temporarily, with a cer- 
tain knowledge that Congress would, at the next 
session, restore the appropriations. He knew 
how the bill was lost here, by what I thoughta 
rather unnecessary squabble between the two 
| Houses, and that there was no intention, by re- 
| fusing that appropriation, to break up the De- 
partment or to institute any reforms in the postal 
service, and I do not think it is any censure on 
him to ask him to restore that service. I should 
suppose it would rather relieve him from many 
embarrassments in the restoration, and I regret 
| that any one should regard it as a reflection on 
him. 
| My idea of postal reform, in one word, is this: 
| there is no postal reform that you can make, un- 
| less you begin by doubling the postage. The 
deficiency is nearly equal to the income; and it is 
impossible to reform the Post Office Department, 
| and make it self-supporting, without doubling the 
| postage. All other plans are absurd. But of all 
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small cost. Under the operation of this provision, || 
he must restore the old service. That is an illus- | 


Mr. COLLAMER. I understand the proposi- |) 
amendment moved by the Senator from South | 


| remark which was made by the Senator from | 
Florida in relation to the inconvenience of restor- | 


tend to those contracts that had expired by their | 


Thegentleman suggests that there may be found | 


ry 
There 1s already a | 
provision that the old service is not to be re- | 


ject is to put all the States on an equal footing, | 

I should have preferred | 

I think it has been managed as ably as was pos- || 
3 


I do not think, | 
however, the Postmaster General should have at- | 
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|| things, | would not pinch, in the way of reform, 
| the saddle-bag mails of the country. I think the 
| Post Office ought to double the postages, and then 
| retrench on the great mammoth routes along which 
the people get the news three times a day; but I 
would, if possible, run a saddle-bag mail to every 
man’s house in the country. That would bem 
view of reform in carrying on the Post Office De- 
| partment, instead of striking at the weak routes, 
as has been done so often. Bat I do not see, Mr. 
|| President, how it is possible that there can be any 
|| more difficulty in restoring the service, where con- 
tracts have expired, than in restoring it where 
|| they have not, inasmuch as the same sort of con- 
| tracts have been made; and the provision is to 
}} restore not the contractor, vut the contract. 

Mr. YULEE. The objection I suggested, I 
think, is a good objection, and perfectly tenable. 
The provision of the House is, that— 

*The Postmaster General is hereby directed to restore 


the inland service on all the routes under contract on the 
4th of March, 1859." 


i 


And then come the words which the Senator 
from North Carolina proposes to strike out: 


“Unless the same have expired by their own limita- 
} tion?’ — 


And it goes on— 

‘or where improved service over said routes has been 
furnished by railroads, or ottitrwise.”’ 

The point I make is this: routes, at every let- 
ting, more or less—I do not know how many in- 
stances there may be of it in the case of these ten 

| States—are abandoned, and the same oflices are 
| supplied otherwise, by changed routes and new 
routes; yet, under this bill, you require a restora- 
tion of service on all routes under contract on the 
| 4th of March, ‘*except where improved service 
over said routes’’—youdo notsay, **except where 
the offices are supplied by other service’’—but 
| **except where improved service over said routes 
| has been furnished by railroads, or otherwise ;”’ 
that is, where you have given them coaches, in- 
| stead of saddle-bag mails. ‘There may be instances, 
| doubtless there are some; and if there are any, it 
makes the legislation wrong, and it shows how 
much in the dark we are legislating. 
|| Mr. HAMMOND. The plain effect of this 
| bill is simply this: it will cost the Government a 
|| month’s pay upon those routes that the Post- 
|| master General does not choose to continue. We 
| recommend him to restore them; and I prefer the 
|| Senator’s recommendation that he should restore 
|| such as, in his judgment, he thought necessary; 
|| but if he puts them every one just as they were 
| last March a year, he can discontinue them the 
|| next day by giving a month’s notice, and the 
|| utmost inconvenience that would arise would be 
\| the compensation of one month’s pay under the 
| contract; and that, perhaps, is a penalty that we 
ought to pay for our legislation last year, which 
has put this country to such great inconvenience. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I shall vote 
against the amendment of the Senator from South 
| Corolina, with the intention of voting against the 
amendment proposed to be amended. I think 
this whole subject ought to be left to the Post- 
master General, or at least he ought to havea 7 
| large discretion. I shall vote against the amend- 
| ment proposed by the Senator from South Car- 
olina, and then against the amendment of the 
House. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 21; as follows: 
YEAS—Messers. Bayard, Bright, Brown, Cameron, Ches- 
nut, Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Foot, Foster, Iammond, Iverson, Kennedy, Mason, Sew- 
ard, Simmons, Thomson, and 'Toombs—20. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Bragg, Chandler, Clark, Crittenden, 
Davis, Doolittle, Gwin, Harlan, Hemphill, Johnson of Ten- 
| nessee, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Ten Eyck, 
, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilson, and Yulee—2l1. 

So the amendment of Mr. Hammonp was re- 

jected. 


Mr. YULEE. For the purpose of testing the 
sense of the Senateupon this particular clause in 
| this provision made by the House with regard to 
| the payment to the contractors, I prepoees in the 
House amendment, to strike out all after the word 
|| ‘‘otherwise,’’ in line thirteen, down to and in- 
'| cluding the word “ ordered,’’ in line sixteen. The 
| words to be stricken out are ** and where the ser- 
vice has been actually performed by the contractor 
upon curtailed routes, notwithstanding such cur- 
tailment, the Postmaster General shall pay the 
| contractors as if no change had been ordered.” 


| 
} 
i} 
{ 
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I ask for the yeas and nays on this amendment. 
This clause, in effect, surrenders the Department 
to the control of contractors. Without arguing 
the matter, I simply ask for the and nays. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 17, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Bayard, Bragg, Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, 
Fitzpatrick, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Ken- 
nedy, Peace, Polk, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Toombs, and || 
Yulec—17. 

NAYS — Messrs. Bright, Brown, Cameron, Chandler, 
Chesnut, Clark, Collamer, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, | 
Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hammond, Harlan, Hemphill, King, 
Lathan, Mason, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Thomson, 
Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—27. | 


| 
i} 


So the motion to strike out did not prevail. 

Mr. YULEE. Now, I hope we shall take a 
vote on the question of agreement. 

Mr. POLK. I desire to add anamendment. I 
voted for the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Florida; but the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Florida has been voted down, and 


I propose to add after the word * order,’’ in the || 


seventeenth line, on the second page, the words: 

Unless where such contractor shall have received a | 
month’s pay on account of the curtailinent. | 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope we shall not agree to | 
that amendment, I am opposed to it. Those gen- 
tlemen who went on on 
ing to the contract, without the orders of the De- 
partment, are better entitled than those who were 
determined to serve anyhow, in spite of the De- | 
parinent; and I oppose the amendment for that 
reason. 

Mr. POLK. I think if they get the contract 
price that is enough, and I do not wish them to | 
get the contract price and a month’s pay besides, || 
‘There is the difference betwixt the Senator from 
Georgia and myself. He not only wants to give || 
them the contract price, but a month’s pay in } 
addition, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I said no such thing. 

Mr. POLK. I took the Senator’s words. 

Mr. TOOMBS. You did not have my words. 

Mr. POLK. If I did not take Senator’s words, || 
then Task his pardon; and if I have given a mean- || 
ing to the words that he did not intend they should || 
have, then I take that back. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I did not say that. 

Mr. POLK. Well, Mr. President, I certainly 
do not wish to misrepresent the Senator. 

Mr. TOOMBS. What I said was, that it was || 
very clear those persons who, under the contract, || 
took a month’s pay, were better entitled where || 
they had gone on and done the service, than those 
who had done it in violation of the law and the | 
contracts under the law. | 

Mr. POLK. There is just the difference be- || 
tween us. I think the party who went on and | 
did the service, and got paid the contract price, 
got all he can ask; and we ought not to give him, | 
in addition to the contract price, one month’s pay. | 
That is the difference between the Senator and || 
myself. If he wishes them to have one month’s 
pay in addition, very well; he is entitled to his 
opinion; but that is not my opinion, and hence I | 
have offered the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from | 
Missouri, to add the words: 

Unless said contractor shall have received one month’s || 
pay on account of such curtailment. i 

Mr. TOOMBS. That would deprive all the 
rest. i 

“Mr. POLK. I am willing to add these words, | 
to make it more agreeable: | 


} 


| 
| 
i} 








Which month's pay shall be deducted. 


Mr. TOOMBS. That is a very different ques- 
tion. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Now, Mr. President, that || 
brings it precisely to what [ understand to be || 
the ground, as a matter of course. Here is aman || 
who is curtailed of half the service. He has a || 
daily service, and one half of,it is taken off. He | 
is ordered to do it three times a week. He re- 
ceives his month's pay on the deduction part; but 
if he goes on and does the service, and this law || 
is passed to pay him for the service, no deduction || 








is made to him at all. Whatewer he has received 
by way of advance, comes out of that paid forthe 
service. We say if he has gone on and done the | 
daily service, and actually performed it, he shall || 
be paid; but you deduct from that pay what you 

advanced for a month’s work. Asa matter of || 


| 


THE CONGRESSI 


| correct one. 


acted honestly, accord- || 


| House, and asking for a committee of conference. | 


| 


course, that will be done. The gentleman need Mr. GREEN. Has the House disa 


not have any law about that. The Post Office 
Department is not quite so dumb as to do that. 

Mr. POLK. Where Congress tells them what 
they must do, they must do it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. There is no doubt about 
that. It does not require to call spirits from the 
vasty deep to make that sort of deduction. B 
putting in those last words in his amendment, it 


eaves it just exactly where it is now; that is, if || and it must go before the committee 


the man has done the service, whatever he has 


| received already on account of the reduction of the 
| service shall be deducted. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I wanttoexplain. The amend- 


| ment of the Senator from Missouri, as first of- 
| fered, proposed to extend the provision toa class 
| of people who acted in clear violation of law. 
Sel 


ing to the original proposition, the con- 
tractors are to get one month’s pay, if the service 
isnot restored; and if it is restored, theirmonth’s 
pay is deducted, and they do not get the benefit 
of the act. The amendment of the Senator from 
Missouri required that they should have both. I 
say he denied it to the meritorious, and was giv- | 
ing it to those who were acting in violation of 
law. That is the position I took, and it is the 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on agreeing to the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


now is on disagreeing to the amendment of the 


Is the Senate ready for that question? 
Mr. HUNTER. The yeas and nays were | 
ordered on that question. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The form in which the | 
- stion is putis not entirely understood upon | 
this side of the Senate. Those who wish to con- 
cur with the House vote ‘‘nay,’’as | under- 
stand it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || 


states it correctly. Those who desire to disagree || 


will vote *‘ nay.’”’ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 24, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bragg, Bright, Brown, Chesnut, 
Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hammond, | 
Iiunter, Iverson, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, 
Latham, Mason, Pearce, Rice, Sebastian, Thompson 
Toombs, and Yulee—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Green, Harlan, Hemp- 
hill, Polk, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, ‘Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—20. 


So the Senate disagreed to the amendment of 
the House. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an- 
other amendment made, which will be read. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, That the House disagree to the third amend- 
ment of the Senate, as follows: On page 3, line three, 





| after the word “ blanks,” strike out “ten thousand ” and 
insert * fifty-four thousand;”’ so that the clause will read: 


For blanks, $54,000. 
Mr. YULEE. 
on that amendment, and thus keep the question | 

as it was. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Do I understand that we 
are to vote to keep in the $54,000? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


| of the Senator from Florida is to insist; and that 
| will keep in the amount, if the Senate insists. 


Mr. CHANDLER. 
nays on that question. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, upon this amend- 
ment, the form of proceeding on the part of the 
Senate will be to insist. The House have dis- 
agreed to this amendment. In the former case, 
they agreed to our amendment, with an amend- 
ment, to which we disagreed. Now, the House 
has disagreed to this amendment of the Senate, 
and the motion is to insist. 

Mr. HUNTER. This third amendment, the 
House, the second time, forgot to notice; and in 
order to get it into a committee of conference, it 
is yecessary to insist. The House omitted it in 
their report. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 


I ask for the yeas and 





uestion | 


| is on insisting on the amendment which has just 


been read. ” 

Mr. GREEN. Whose amendment is this we 
are topass on? When was it adopted? 

Mr. TOOMBS. When the bill passed. 





ONAL GLOBE. 


| The motion is to insist. 
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Mr. TOOMBS. Yes. Sheed toi: 

Mr. GREEN. Has it been before a 
tee of conference ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes. 

Mr. GREEN. Has it been before the Senate 
whether we shall recede or not? “t 

Mr. TOOMBS. No. 

Mr. GREEN. Then we cannot ac 


commit. 


t Upon it, 
: again. If 
We once act upon it we cannot act upon it again. 
it is beyond the power of the Senate. I make ths, 
point before the Senate. I raise the point of order 
that it is not in the competency of the Senate to 
recede or do anything else, except to adhere 
insist, and appoint a committee of conference 

Mr. TOOMBS. Thatis what we are do), 


or 
doing, 
Mr. GREEN. Very well; that is all right 


enough. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wi 
state to the Senator that it has been the uniform 
practice of the Senate to further insist on jts 
amendments. The question is, to further ings 
on the amendment which has just been read, on 
which the yeas and nays were called for. 

Mr.CHANDLER. I withdraw the call. 

The amendment was insisted on. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move now that the Senate 

roceed to the consideration of the bill (H.R. 
No. 304) relative to the overland mail to Califor. 
nia. It is a portion of the unfinished business of 
this body. e were discussing it yesterday, [t 
was put aside for this Post Office deficiency bill, 


| A great deal of business has intervened since, and 


I think it is but proper that the Senate should take 


| it up and dispose of it now some way or other | 
| think we can get through with it this evening, if 


the Senate will give it their attention. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Is the Post Office bill dis. 
posed of, or is it yet under consideration? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands that the tariff bill is the bill in order 
before the Senate. The Post Office deficiency bill 
was taken up by common consent. 

Mr. LATHAM. Then I move to postpone 
the taviff bill, and take up the bill of the House 
No. 304. 

Mr.COLLAMER. I wish to inquire what is 
the result on this Post Office appropriation bill? 
I understood the Senator from Florida to move 
for a committee of conference. 

Mr. YULEE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Thatpoint has been passed 
upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
has disagreed to the amendment of the House in 
one instance, and insisted further on another. 

Mr.COLLAMER: The question I asked was 
about a committee of conference; whether there 
has been any order for the appointment of such 
a committee? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There has 
been none. 


Mr. HUNTER. That was a part of the mo- 


I move that the Senate insist || tion. 


Mr. YULEE. I was going to state that that 
was a part of the motion I made to disagree with 
the House, and propose a conference. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will put that question. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
is all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
committee be appointed ? 

Mr. HUNTER. By the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to appoint a committee of col- 
ference on the Post Office deficiency bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Vice Presi- 
dent appointed Mr. Davis, Mr. Braga, and Mr. 
Haran. 

CALIFORNIA OVERLAND MAIL. ‘ 

Mr. LATHAM. I now renew my motion to 
postpone all previous orders, and take up the bill 
(H. R. No. 304) inviting proposals for carry!ns 
the entire mail between the Atlantic and Paciic 
coasts on one line; and on that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. : 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 14, nays 27, as follows: 

YEA®—Messrs. Bragg, Bright, Chesnut, Fitzpatrick, 


Grimes, Harlan, Iverson, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Polk, 
Powell, Rice, and Trumbull—14. 
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a \yS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Brown, Cameron, | 


~ _ Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Durkee, Foot, 
< bande emphill, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, King, || 
Gr = Nicholson, Pearce, Sebastian, Seward, Simmons, 
= ner, Ten Eyek, Toombs, Wigfall, Wilkinson, and 
sumer, * 
Wilson—2?. , 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

CALIFORNIA AND WASITINGTON MAIL. 


Mr. LANE. I move to take up the bill (H.R. 
No. 715) to establish a mail, six times a week, 
from Sacramento, in California, to Olympia, in 
the Territory of Washington; and | hope the | 
Senate will allow it to come up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proper | 
motion will be to move to postpone the bill now 
ynder consideration, which is the tariff bill, for | 
the purpose of proceeding to the consideration of | 
te bill alluded to. a ; 

Mr. SIMMONS. The tariff bill was laid aside 
informally for the Post Office bill, and has been 
taken up again I understand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair an- 
nounced the tariff bill as the first business in order; 
but a motion is made to postpone it. Does the 
Senator from Oregon move to postpone the con- 
sideration of the bill now before the Senate, for 
the purpose of proceeding with the bill indicated 
by him? 

‘Mr. LANE. Yes, sir; for thirty minutes, or | 
only informally. It will take but a few moments | 
to pass the bill that I have named. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


TUE TARIFF BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
338) to provide for the payment of outstanding | 
Treasury notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate 
and fix the duties on imports, and for other pur- | 


noses. 


Mr.WILSON. The bill has not been read yet. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will proceed with the reading from the point at 
which the proceedings were arrested by the inter- | 
yention of other business. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Is there any Senator who de- | 
sires the reading of the bill? 

Mr. WILSON. I believe the rule requires the || 
bill to be read through. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It must be read, if insisted 
upon; but I do not see anybody paying any at- 
tention to it. Even the Senatorfrom Massachu- 
setts is not listening. 

Mr. WILSON. I must insist upon it. I wish 
to have the bill read through. 

Mr. 1VERSON. I wish to make a motion to 
postpone the consideration of the bill for the pres- 
ent, in order to proceed to the consideration of 
the resolution offered by the Senator from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Fircn] yesterday, or the day before, to 
rescind the order taking a recess from four o’clock 
to six o’clock. I think it is useless to take a 
recess from f6ur to six o’clock. 

Mr. MASON. I think the best way of testing 
whether the Senate intend to remain here to pass 
this tariff bill will be to make a motion to adjourn. | 
I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope not. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 desire to inquire of the Chair, 
if the vote should be in the ative, will the 
Senate meet at six o’clock this evening, or eleven 
o'clock to-morrow? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At eleven 
o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I want that understood. 

Mr. MASON. The meaning of the term ‘‘ad- 
journ’’ is to pass over, to go to the next day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
understanding of the Chair. 

The motion was agreed to, there being, on 
a division—ayes 2], noes 12; and the Senate 
adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 20, 1860. 
The House metateleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 
TheJournal of yesterday was readand approved. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
amined and found truly enrolled— 

An act (H. R. No. 305) making appropriations | 








for the support of the Army for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1861; 


Anact (H.R. No. 395) for the relief of Chauncy 
V. Fuller; and 
An act (S. No. 416) to secure homesteads to 
actual settlers on the public domain, and for other 
purposes. 
CORRECTION OF JOURNAL. 


Mr. HOARD. I rise to aquestion of privilege. | 


I notice that on the vote last evening, to suspend 
the rules to enable the gentleman from Tennessee | 
[Mr. Netson] to introduce a resolution in regard | 
to the printing of reports of investigating com- | 
mittees, I am sasiatod as having voted in the 
negative. 
House, and did not vote on that resolution. I 
therefore desire to have the Journal corrected in 
that regard. 

TheSPEAKER. The Journal will be corrected 
accordingly. The effect of the correction will be 
to change the result, and to refer the resolution to 
the Committee on Printing. 


CHEROKEE TREATIES OF 1817, 1818, 1819. 


Mr. VANCE. lIask the unanimous consent 
of the House to grant mea favor. I have asked 
nothing at all of the House this session, and I 
have only one bill which affects the interests of 
my constituents at all. LTask to have taken from 
the Speaker’s table House bill No. 270, to exe- 


| cute the treaties of 1817, 1818, and 1819, with the 


Cherokees, by making provision for the reserva- 
tions under the same. 
mitted for the purpose of having it again before 
the committee. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object. 

Mr. VANCE __ | move to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. That motion cannot be sub- 
mitted at this time. 


GENERAL HARNEY’S ADMINISTRATION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting papers called for by the resolution of the 
House of the 12th instant, requesting all corre- 
spondence on file in the War Department, not 


heretofore published, having reference to Gen- | 


eral Harney ’s administration of the department of 
Oregon; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by the 


hands of Mr. Parton, one of its clerks, notifying | 


the House that the Senate had ordered certain 
documents to be printed. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENT BILL. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, obtained the | 


floor. 
Mr. BARR. 
to give way to me-for a moment. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I have been 


applied to by at least twenty gentlemen who want | 


the floor; and I cannot yield. “I desire to have this 
matter disposed of, 


The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from | 


Illinois yield to a member of the Committee of 
Wavs and Means? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
he desire? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 
consent to introduce a bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
that purpose. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 
imous consent of the House to introduce a bill 
authorizing a loan and providing for the redemp- 
tion of revenue notes. 


What does 


Mr.STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Iobjecttoit. | 


Mr. CRAWFORD. 
objection. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
ject to the introduction of the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
it, no matter where it comes from. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the gentleman from 
Illinois give way to me one moment? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object to any 
giving way at all. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Isubmitthe 
motion to suSpend the rules in a somewhat dif- 
ferent form from that in which I submitted it last 
night. There is a rule of the House which per- 


mits a separate vote to be taken on every item in 


I hope there will be no 


1 desire to say that I was not in the | 


I desire to have it recom- | 


| 
l ask the gentleman from Illinois | 


I ask unanimous | 
I yield for || 


I ask the unan- 


1} 
I do not ob- || 


I object to | 











| & bill providing for internal improvements. My 
| motion embraces that rule as well as the others. 


| lt is to suspend the rules, so as to discharge the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
| from the further consideration of House bill No. 
| 113, to enable the House to consider the same at 


this time, and to dispense with a separate vote on 


|| the various items thereof, 


Mr. BRANCH. I rise toa point of order. The 
| only motion in order is to suspend all rules that 
prevent the introduction of this bill. The rule 
specially referred to does not stand in the way of 
the iniroduction of the bill, but secures a right 


|| to members, after the bill is brought before the 


House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I made the 
|| Suggestion merely to give notice to the House. 
|| It is not necessary at all. My first motion sus- 
|| pends every rule—that particular rule among the 
others. 

Mr. BRANCH. It suspends every rule that 
stands in the way of the introduction of the res- 
olution. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Every rule 
whatever. 


| 


LOAN BILL. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. i desire to ask the gen- 


|| tleman from Illinois to suspend that question for 
|| the present, in order to allow the gentleman from 
Maryland to present his bill, and to give him an 
| opportunity, if there be objection, to move to sus- 
|| pend the rules for the purpose of reporting it to 
|| the House for consideration. We can adjourn 
|| at six o’clock to-day, if the House pass that bill 
|| now. I therefore ask the gentleman from Illinois, 
| without losing his right to go on with the ques- 
tion which he submits to the House, to allow the 
| gentleman from Maryland to submit a motion 
touching general cotiolons that the House may 
|| vote upon it, and determine whether or not it will 
|| take it into consideration at this time. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am very 
willing to do that, if [can have the floor after- 
wards. [Cries of ** Noobjection!’’| Very well; 
if that be the understanding, I will yield the floor. 
Mr.CRAWFORD. The gentleman from Ma- 
|| ryland can move to suspend the rules, without 
I} ence to the rights of the gentleman from 
|} Illinois. 
The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Illi- 
| nois withdraws his motion for that purpose, he 
| will be entitled to it afterwards, 





j 





|| Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. How will 
i! he be entitled to it? 

|| The SPEAKER. By courtesy. 

|| Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Do I un- 


|| derstand the Chair to say beforehand that the 


|| gentleman from Illinois is entitled to the floor, 
whether he rises to claim it or not? 
|| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Mary- 
|| land [Mr. Davis] is entitled to the floor. 
|| Mr. MOORHEAD. I object to any such ar- 
| rangement as that. 
The SPEAKER. There is no arrangement. 
|| The gentleman from Maryland has the floor. 
|| Mr. MOORHEAD. I object to suspending the 
rules for the purpose of introducing a loan bill. 
|| We have already passed a loan bill through this 
|| House, tn connection with a tariff or revenue bill, 
that will provide the means for paying the inter- 
|| est on the loan; and I am in favor of adhering to 
|| that policy. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move to suspend 
the rules to enable me to introduce a bill author- 
izing a loan, and providing for the redemption of 
Treasury notes, with a view to put it upon its 
passage. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I call for 
the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The bill, which authorizes a loan of $21,000,000, 
was read, 
| ‘The question was then taken on the suspension 
|| of the rules, and there were—yeas 100, nay 65; as 
\| follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Allen, Alley, Avery, 
Barksdale, Barr, Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, 
Boyce, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Burch, Bur- 


| 

| 

| 

i 

] lingame, Burnett, Burnhara, Butterfield, Carey, Clopton, 
| Colfax, Cox, Burton Craige, Srawford, Curry, Davidson, 
| 
' 
| 


} 
} 


| 
| 
| 


| H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Del 
|| ano, Dimmick, Dunn, Edgerton, Edmundson, Edwards, 
|| Eliot, English, Foster, Fouke, French, Garnett, Gartrell, 
Gooch, Graham, Gurley, Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, 
| John T. Harris, Hatton, Houston, William Howard, Wil- 











lian A. Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Jones, Keitt, Wil- 
liam Kellogg, Landrum, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, James 
leach, Lenke, Love, Maclay, Mallory, Elbert 8. Martin, 
Maynard, McQueen, Mckae, Millson, Sydenham Moore, 
Morse, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Reagan, Rice, Riggs, 
Ruffin, Sedgwick, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, 
Stanton, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thea- 
ker, Thomas, Underwood, Vance, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Webster, Wilson, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, William C. Anderson, Babbitt, 
Beale, Samuel 8. Biair, Brabson, Brayton, Camp! ll, Car- 
ter, Case, Cobb, Corwin, Covode, Dueil, Etheridge, Farns- 
worth, Ferry, Florence, Gilmer, Grow, Hale, Hall, Hel- 
mick, Hoard, Junkin, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, Lee, 
Longnecker, Marston, Mckean, McKnight, McPherson, 
Millward, Laban ‘T’. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Nelson, Nixon, Palmer, Pettit, Porter, Potter, 
Quarles, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, 
Tompkins, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, 
Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wells, and Wood- 
ruff—65. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended, 


During the roll-call, 


Mr. KUNKEL stated that he had paired off | 


with Mr. Woop. 
Mr. BURCH announced that Mr. Scorr had 
mured off with Mr. Hickman on this vote. If 


Mr. Scorr had been present he would have voted || 


‘6a 7" 


$6.no.*” 

Messrs. STEVENSON and NIBLACK stated 
that if they had been within the bar when their 
names were called they would have voted “ ay.’’ 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I now move 


that the rules be suspended to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the further consideration of bill of the House 
No. 113, making appropriations for the improve- 
ment of certain harbors and rivers, to enable the 
Llouse to consider the same at this time, and to 


° . . } 
dispense with a separate vote on the various items | 


of said bill. 
Mr. BRANCH. 


| 
i 





I make the point of order | 


that the latter clause of that motion is not in order. | 


It is two motions in one. 


The right to eall fora | 


e=«aee 
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mit another motion to suspend the rules, and there 
seemed to be an understanding that when that 
was disposed of, he should have a direct vote on 
his motion. I hope, therefore, that the motion 
for a call of the House will be withdrawn. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That was 
the express understanding. 

_ The question was taken on Mr. Reacan’s mo- 
tion; and it was disagreed to. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wasnu- 
BURNE’s motion to suspend the rules; and there 
were—yeas 105, nays 61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich, Alley,William C. Anderson, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, 
Samuel 5S. Blair, Blake, Bouligny, Brayton, Bristow, But- 
finton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Camp- 
bell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Corwin, Covode, H.Win- 
ter Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, 
Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Fouke, 
French, Gilmer, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, 
J. Morrison Harris, Helmick, William A. Howard, Hum- 
phrey, Hutchins, Junkin, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kil- 
gore, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, 


| Longnecker, Loomis, Mallory, Marston, McKean, Mc- 
|| Knight, McPherson, Millward, Laban ‘T’. Moore, Moor- 





separate vote upon each item does not accrue }} 


until the bill is before the House, and is upon its 
engrossment and third reading. 
order which I make is, that the gentleman can 
only move to suspend so much of the rules as 
stand in the way of the introduction of the bill, 


The point of 


and cannot make a motion to suspend the 151st I] 


rule any more than he could move to suspend the 
rule which gives a right to any member to move 
to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. My motion 
is to suspend all the rules. 

Mr. BRANCH. All the rules which stand in 
the way of the introduction of the bill. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Of the pas- || 


sue of the bill. 
The SPEAKER, The Chair decides the point 


of order against the gentleman from North Caro- || 
lina, because this is a motion to suspend the rules || 


—that is, to suspend all the rules. 

Mr. BRANCH. If the Chair will refer to the 
15st rule, he will find that one fifth of the mem- 
bers present are authorized to call for a separate 
vote on the different items of the bill, and this is 
an attempt, by a two-thirds vote, to deprive one 
fifth of that right. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will observe 
that that is when we are acting under the rules. 
But the proposition now is to suspend the rules, 
to get clear of them. That is the point of differ- 
ence between the gentleman and the Chair. If 
we were to be under the rules, he would be right, 
but we want to do a little business without the 
rules, 

Mr. BRANCH. Would the Chair hold that 
the gentleman might embrace in his proposition 
a suspension of the rule which authorizes me or 
any other member to move to lay the biH upon 
the table? : 

The SPEAKER. Yes, the Chair supposes that 
can be done. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
of the House. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to say one word. The 
gentleman from I}inois [Mr. Wasuscrne] with- 
drew his motion to suspend the rules to enable 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Davis] to sub- 


I move that there be a call 


head, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, 
Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Rice, Christopher Robinson, 
Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, 
Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Stratton, ‘Tappan, 


|| Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, 


Mr. ASHLEY stated that he had paired off || 


with Mr. VaLLanpicuam, or he would have voted || 
W oodruff—105. 


Verree, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellibu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Webster, Wells, and 


NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barr, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Burnett, 
Clopton, Cobb, Cox, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, John 
G. Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, 
Garnett, Gartrell, Hamilton, John T. Harris, Hoard. Hous- 
ton, William Howard, Jones, Keitt, Landrum, Leake, 
Love, Maclay, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McQueen, Mc- 
Rae, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Morrill, Niblack, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, Ruffin, William 
Smith, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Taylor, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vance, Van Wyck, Woodson, and 


| Wright—61. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof ) the 
rules were not suspended. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. WILSON stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Lamar, or he would have voted ‘‘ay.”’ 

Mr. WINDOM stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, or he would have 
voted *‘ay.”’ 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, announced that he 
had paired off with Mr. Crark, of Missouri. 

JEFFERSON AND NEVADA LAND DISTRICTS. 


Mr. THAYER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report from the Committee on 
Public Lands certain bills for the creation of Jand 
districts. I will say to the House, that the bills 


| are precisely alike in their provisions. I ask that 


one of them may be read. 

The bill to constitute the land districts of Jef- 
ferson and Nevada was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I object. 

Mr. THAYER. I move tosuspend the rules. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, called forthe 
yeas and nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 61, nays 91; as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Allen, Barr, Francis P. Blair, Blake, 
Bouligny, Brayton, Bristow, Burch, Carey, Carter, Colfax, 


| Covode, Cox, Davidson, John G. Davis, Dimmick, Dueil, 


Dunn, English, Etheridge, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Fouke, 
Hale, Hoard, William Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Jun- 
kin, Kilgore, Killinger, Larrabee, Longnecker, Love, Mac- 
lay, Mallory, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Moorhead, 


| Edward Joy Morris, Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, Porter, Riggs, 


Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sherman, Somes, 
Spinner, William Stewart, Stratton, Taylor, Thayer, Trim- 


_ ble, Vandever, Wade, and Woodruff—6l. 


NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Alley, 


|| William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Beale, 
| Bonham, Boyce, Brabson, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnett, 


Burnham, Campbell, Clopton,Cobb,Corwin, Burton Craige, 
Crawford, Curry, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, 


| Delano, Edmundson, Eliot, Garnett, Gartreil, Grow, Har- 
| deman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hill, Houston, 


William A. Howard, Jones, Keitt, Kenyon, Landrum, De 
Witt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Leake, Loomis, Marston, 
Maynard, McKean, McQueen, McKae, Miles, Millson, 
Laban ‘I’. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Morrill, Olin, Perry, 
Pettit, Peyton, Potter, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Ruffin, 
Sedgwick, Singleton, William Smith,William N. H. Smith, 
Spaulding, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, Stevenson, James 
A. Stewart, Stokes, Tappan, Theaker, Thomas, Tompkins, 
Underwood, Vance, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, 
and Wright—91. 


So the rules were not suspended ,qtwo thirds not 
voting therefor.) 


Before the vote was announced, 
Mr, BLAIR, of Missouri, stated that he had 





June 20, 
paired off with Mr. Crarx, of Missouri, on all 
pont questions, but that an arrangement had 
een made by which he could vote upon this nee 
tion. 

Mr. MORSE stated that he had paired With 
Mr. Woop, otherwise he would have voted « ho.” 

Mr. WILSON said he had paired with yy, 
Lamar, but as they would vote the same way ,, 
this question, he would record his vote 
the motion to ag args rules. 

Mr. BURCH said his colleague, Mr. §; 
had paired with Mr. Winpom. oe Seorr, 

Mr. FRANK stated that he had paired With 
Mr. Reyno.tps. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH stated that he was 
against the bill, but had paired with Mr, Wey. 
STER. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Parron, one of their Clerks, notifying the 
House that the Senate have passed a bill of this 
House for the relief of Hockaday and Liggit. 

Also, that the Senate insist on their amend. 
ments disagreed to by the House to the bill of tip 
House making appropriations for the naval gor. 
vice for the year ending the 30th of June, 194). 
that they agk a committee of conference on ty 
said bill; and have appointed Messrs. Maxtony, 
Bieter, and Hamuin, as such committee on their 

art. 
e On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, by unanimous 
consent, the House insisted on their disagreement 
to the amendments of the Senate to the naya| 
appropriation bill; agreed to their request for a 
committee of conference; and appointed Messrs, 
Morse, Winstow, and Apams of Massachusetts, 
as such committee on the part of the House. 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I ask the consent of the 
House to take up Senate bill No. 104, for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in the States of 
Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri, and 
for other purposes. 1 will say that this bill was 
objected to the other day by Mr. Rusr, of Ar- 
kansas. Since that time he has examined the 
bill, and is satisfied it ought to pass. Bills involv- 
ing the same principles precisely have passed this 
House in thirty-two different cases. 

There being no objection, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the bill taken up for consideration. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The amendments reported by the Committee 
on Private Land Claims were agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIDSON called for the previous ques- 
tion on the third reading of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to a 
third reading, and was accordingly read the third 
time. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays 
on its passage. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bil was then passed. 

Mr. DAVIDSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsidar on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 
CONFIRMATION OF LAND ENTRIES. 

Mr. COBB, from the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the bill (H. R. No. 44) confirming certain land 
entries under the third section of the act of 3d 
March, 1855, entitled ** An act making appropt!- 
ations for the service of the Post Office rie 
ment during the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 
1856,’’ reported that the committee, having met, 
after a full and free conference, had agreed to rec- 
ommend to their respective Houses as follows: 
To amend the said bill by inserting on line four, 
page 2, after the word “ entries,’’** upon pays 
$1 29 per acre for the land embraced in such pat- 
ent. 

And the committee also agree to the ament- 
ment of the House with the above amendment, 
and recommend the concurrence of the Senate in 
the House amendment, and that the bill, with the 
amendment recommended by the committee, be 
passed 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask my colleague 
whether thé bill repeals the law in relation to these 
fraudulent land entries? 
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It does. 
taken, and the report of the 
committee of conference was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report was adopted; and also moved to 
jay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
~The latter motion was agreed to. 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. THEAKER. [ask the unanimous con- 
cent of the House to discharge the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union from the 
further consideration of House bill No. i 1, to re- 
duce the compensation of members of Congress. 

Mr. BURCH and others objected. 

Mr. THEAKER. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BRABSON. On that motion I demand 
the yeas andnays. I hope the rules will be sus- 
end d. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. THEAKER. I call for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 1 want to see how many gentlemen 
who profess to be so very economical, will place 
themselves upon the record in favor of economy 
when itapplies to themselves. [Cries of **Order!*? 
and laughter. } 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The rules were not suspended, (two thirds not 
having voted therefor.) 


MOSES MEEKER. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Task the 


unanimous consent of the House to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar from House bill No. 341, for the relief 
of Moses Meeker. 

Mr. THEAKER. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. 
to suspend the rules. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to ascertain, as in the case of John 
P. B. and Henry Gratiot, what amount, if any, 
of rent was exacted by the United States agents 
of lead mines from Moses Meeker for lead mined 
and smelted upon the lands of the Ottawa, Potta- 
watomie, Chippewa, Winnebago, or other tribes 
of Indians, prior to the purchase thereof by the 
United States, and pay such amount as may be 
legally proved to have been actually Rows by 
Moses Meeker to such agents of the United States 
to Moses Meeker, or his legal representatives. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I really hope the 
entleman from Wisconsin will not attempt to 
ut through such a bill as that without debate. 
Mr. BRANCH. 1 object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I can hardly sup- 
pose that the gentleman will insist on the consid- 
eration of his bill. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. Yes, I do; 
and I move that there be a suspension of the 
rules, 

Mr. BRANCH. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 84, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, William C. 
Anderson, Barr, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. 
Blair, Blake, Boyee, Brayton, Buffinton, Burch, Burlin- 
game, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, Case, Col- 
fax, Corwin, Davidson, Dawes, Delano, Dimmick, Duell, 
Dunn, Eliot, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Florence, Fos- 
ter, Fouke, Frank, Grow, Gurley, Hale, J. Morrison Harris, 
Heimick, William Howard, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, 


"Mr. COBB. 


The question was 


I move 


p 


Kilgore, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, May- | 
hard, McKean, Millward, Laban T. Moore, Moorhead, | 


Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Potter, 
Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scott, Scranton, Sedg- 
wick, Spinner, William Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, 
lheaker, Tompkins, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Walton, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellinn B. Washburne, Israel] 
W ashburn, Wells, Wilson, and Woodruff—83. 

NAY S—Messrs. Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Beale, 
Boeock, Bonham, Boteler, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Bur- 
lett, Clopton, Cobb, Crawford, Curry, John G. Davis, 
Edmundson, Edwards, English, Garnett, Gartrell, Harde- 
man, John 'T’. Harris, Hatton, Hill, Houston, Jones, Keitt, 


a 
ES 





oo 





Killinger, Leake, Love, Maclay, Mallory, Elbert S. Mar- | 


tin, McKnight, McPherson, McQueen, Mchae, Miles, Mill- 
‘on, Sydenham Moore, Niblack, Peyton, Porter, Pugh, 
Quarles, Reagan, Ruflin, Sherman, Singleton, William 
“mith, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, Ste- 
vens, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Thomas, Trimble, Under- 
derwood, and Vance—61. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules. 


BOOK-FOLDERS. 
Mr. BABBITT. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
lives be, and he is hereby, direeted to pay, out of the con- 


| Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Colfax, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, 
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tingent fund, to each of the book-folders appointed by the | 
Doorkeeper, $2 50 per day for every day which such book- | 
folder may have been employed in folding books, or in at- | 
tendance ready to do any folding that might be wanted, out 
of which shall be deducted whatever sums shall have been 
paid to such book-folders on said account respectively ; the | 
number of days, and the amount due in each case, to be 
ascertained and certified by the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object. 

Mr. BABBITT. I move a suspension of the 
rules, in order that I may be enabled to get the 
resolution in. 

Mr. BURNETT demanded the yeas and nays. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BABBITT. I ask leave to make an ex- 
planation. 

Mr. BURNETT. I do not object, if the other | 
side can be heard. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the whole thing. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 86, nays 65; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barr, Bonham, Boteler, Boyee, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, 


Be? 


Buffinton, Burch, Burnett, Campbell, Carter, Horace F. 


I object to 


John G. Davis, Dawes, Dimmick, Edwards, Eliot, English, 
Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Gooch, Grow, Hale, 
Hall, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Helmick, Houston, Wil 
liam Howard, William A. Howard, Hughes, Jones, Wil 
liam Kellogg, Landrum, Larrabee, Leake, Love, Maclay, 
Mallory, Elbert 8S. Martin, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Mill- | 
son, Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Niblack, Olin, | 
Perry, Peyton, Phelps, Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, Christopher 
Robinson, Ruffin, Sherman, Sickles, Singleton, William 
Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, James A. Stew- 
art, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Train, Underwood, Israel 
Washburn, Webster, Woodruff, and Wright—86. 
NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Aldrich, William C. An- 
derson, Beale, Bingham, Blake, Brayton, Burlingame, 
Burnham, Butterfield, Carey, Covode, Curtis, H. Winter 
Davis, Delano, Dunn, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Fos- 
ter, Gilmer, Graham, Hatton, Hoard, Humphrey, Kenyon, 
DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Loomis, McKean, 
McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Laban 'T’. Moore, Nel- 
son, Nixon, Paliner, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Quarles, Royce, 
Scranton, Sedgwick, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stauton, 
Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Tappan, ‘Thayer, ‘lomp- 
kins, Trimble, Vance, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, | 
Wade, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, and Wil- || 
son—65. | 
So the rules were not suspended. “| 


During the vote, || 

Mr. SPINNER inquired whether the resolu- || 
tion would be open to amendment if the rules || 
were suspended. 

The SPBAKER pro tempore (Mr. Grow in the 
chair) stated that the gentleman from Pennsy]- | 
vania would then have the floor, and might call 
the previous question. 

Mr. SPINNER then stated that he would vote | 
in the negative. 

Mr. BINGHAM, Mr. SHERMAN, and Mr. || 
DIMMICK, being absent on a committee of con- | 
ference when the vote was taken on the report of || 
the committee of conference on the homestead bill, 
had leave to have their votes recorded; and they 
were accordingly recorded in'the affirmative. 

Mr. COLFAX, not being present when his 
name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made. \ 

Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, not being pres- || 
ent when his name was called, asked leave to 1 
vote. 
Objection was made. 

| 
| 


The vote was announced as above recorded. 
PRINTING OF REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GURLEY. I rise to a privileged question. || 
Iam directed by the Committee on Printing to | 
report the following resolution: 


Resolved, That fifty thousand extra copies of the majority 
and minority reports of the Committee on Expenditures in 
the Navy Department, and the resolutions thereon adopted 
by the House, together with a like number of the majority | 
and minority reports on the testimony taken before the Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures, on the subject of the public || 
printing, be printed for the use of the members ofthe House : \| 
Provided, ‘(hat these reports, resolutions, and the testi- \| 
mony, when thus printed, shall be bound in one volume || 
with the reports and testimony of the select committee of || 
which Hon. Joun Covope is chairman. But this resolu 
tion is not to be construed as embracing the report of the || 
naval investigating committee, made at the Jast session of || 
Congress. 


The additional expense will be ten cents per 
copy, amounting to $5,000 and a little over. I 
call the previous question on the adoption of the 
resolution. \| 

Mr. BURNETT. I want to make an inquiry 
of the chairman of the Committee on Printing. L || 
tried to get the floor last evening to make it. I 
want him to inform the House what the printing || 


a question. 


| quiry. 
Ohio proposes to print in relation to the investi- 


jority and a minority report. 


| of the committee at the last session. 


| ord. 


| timately they would be unable to agree. 
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of the one hundred thousand extra copies of the 
reports and testimony of the Covode committee 
will cost? 


Mr. GURLEY. Sixty cents per copy. 
Mr. BURNETT. What will the printing of 


the documents included in the resolution cost? 


Mr. GURLEY. 
Mr. BURNETT. 


Ten cents in addition. 
That will make seventy 


cents a volume for them all ? 


Mr. GURLEY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BURNETT. I do not intend ta interpose 


| objection, but I do not regard it as a question of 
| privilege. 
| adoption of the resolution. 


Ltemand the yeas and nays on the 
Mr. ASHMORE., Let me ask the gentleman 
I want to know whether the cost 
stated is simply the cost of printing ? 

Mr. GURLEY. It is the cost for printing, 
paper, and binding. It embraces all the cost. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I would like to make an in- 
I do not know what the gentleman from 


gation of the Committee on Naval Expenditures. 
At the last session there were two reports, a ma- 
We believe that 
this House had nothing to do with the matter at 
this session, and we made no report. There is but 
one report this session, there being no recapitu- 
lation of the points made in the majority report 
i Does the 
gentleman mean to print the report of the major- 
ity made at this session, and nothing more ? 

Mr. GURLEY. ‘The resolution proposes the 
printing of the report of the Committee on Ex- 
penditures of the Navy Department made at this 
session by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 


| Harron. 


Mr. BOCOCK. Thatis a one-sided affair. 1 
want the country to know this thing. 

Mr. BRABSON. If the gentleman has a mi- 
nority report, we are willing that it shall be 
printed, 

Mr. BARKSDALE. It looks very much as if 
the gentlemen on the other side were getting up 
these books merely as electioneering documents 
for their side. [Cries-of ** Order !’’ ** end 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to the 

rinting of the statement of the gentleman from 
Vireinia, {Mr. Bococx.} 

Mr. CURRY. I object to debate. 

Mr. BURNETT. | want to move an amend- 
ment so that both sides may appear upon the ree- 
I move that the majority report made on 
this subject at the last Congress be also ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. GURLEY. Does the gentleman propose 
to print the evidence taken at the last session? 

Mr. BURNETT. Ido not. 

Mr. HATTON. I hope the gentleman’s prop- 
osition will be accepted. I think it is but right. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move that the majority 
report made by Mr. Bocock, at the last session 
of Congress, be also printed, excluding the tes- 
timony. 

Mr. GURLEY. I withdraw the previous ques- 


| tion, to let that amendment in. 


The question was taken; dnd the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I now demand the yeas 


| and nays on the resolution, as amended. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. LEAKE. I rise to a point of order. The 
House having, by the onsendinunt just agreed to, 
ordered the printing of extra copies of a report that 
was not before the Committee on Printing, I in- 
sist that, under the rules, the resolution must go 
back to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HATTON. The amendment was agreed 
to by unanimous consent. 

Mr. LEAKE. If Lunderstand the rules of the 
House, my point is a clear ene. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Cotrax in 
the chair.) The Chair overrules the point of order. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. MORRILL. The committee of confer- 


| enee upon the bill of the House (No. 339) making 


appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of Government for the we 
ending the 30th June, 1861, have been unable to 


| agree, but have ——— so far as to ascertain 


that there were but two subjects upon which ul- 
I desire 


now to make what may be considered a partial 





@ the sum of $3,000. 
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report, and I shall ask the House to assent to it ] the unlimited discretion of the Secretary of the 


80 far aswe have progressed. ‘The committee of 
conference upon the part of the Senate will do the 
same thing in relation to the bill in the Senate. I 
therefore ask that the House recede from its dis- 
agreement to the amendments of the Senate num- 
bers three, four, eight, eleven, fifteen and a half, 
sixteen, andseventeen; and the committee of con- | 
ference upon the part of the Senate will make a 
similar motion, that the Senate shall recede in re- 
gard to their amendments numbers twelve, thir- 
teen, fourteen, and nineteen. 

There are two amendments, nunrbers eighteen 
and twenty, which we have agreed upon with | 
amendmeuts. 

The amendment number three is for expenses 
already incurred in the Senate for lithographing | 
which has been already ordered, 

Amendment number four is in reference to the | 
Congressional Globes for the use of the Senate. 
Our committee would have been very glad if the | 
Senate had seen fit to curtail the number of copies | 
of the Globe heretofore ordered for the use of the | 
Senate; yet we did not feel that we ought to insist | 


upon a matter which it is claimed is exclusively || 


within the province of each House to judge for 
itself, 

In relation to the eleventh amendment, I will | 
say that there are, it seems, five extra clerksem- | 
ployed in the Indian Office, and have been so em- | 
ployed for the last five or six years, and the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs assures us that they 
are indispensable, 

In reference to the twelfth amendment, I will 


say that there are also two other clerks which the || 


? 
| 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs very much desires | 
to retain. Weconcluded to recede from our dis- | 
agreement to the amendment of the Senate num- 
ber eleven, thereby allowing the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs to retain the five clerks; and the 
Senate recedes from itsamendment number twelve, 
thereby cutting off the other two clerks. 

The Senate amendment number fifteen and a 
half is in relation to one hundred and fifty copies 
of the reports of the Supreme Court. It seems | 
that, by law, we pay a salary of $1,300 to the re- 
porter of the Supreme Court, and he is under 
obligation to publish annually a volume of reports; | 
and he may be compelled, by an order of the 
court, as he has been, to publish two volumes; 
and if so ordered, he would be compelled to pub- | 
lish them without pay. The Senate thought that, 
under the cireumstances, we ought to purchase, 
at the usual price, one hundred and fifty copies for 
the State Department, where, I understand, they | 
are needed, Therefore we assented that the House 
should recede from its disagreement to that amend- 
ment. 

Amendment number seventeen relates to the | 
auxiliary guard of the city of Washington. 
supposed that all the House desired in reference | 
to that matter was that the city should actually 
earry out, in good faith, the law upon this sub- | 


ence give us that peace and quiet which, lam 


iappy to say, we have had for the last two or || 


three years, under the provisions of the present 


¢ . - ' 
law, which provides for one hundred of these || 





auxihary guards—one half to be supported by 


the United States, and the other half by the city. || 


Certainly there was some disturbance a short time | 
since, Which caused some feeling in the House; 
but t believe the Mayor of the city has exerted | 
himself, in all good faith, to preserve the peace 


| 

and good order of the city; and that such a dis- | will recede from their disagreement to them. In | 
turbance will not again be likely to occur. Ido || that event, there would be but two points of dis- 
not suppose it was the intention of the House to || agreement between the two Houses. 
repeal the law which was passed two or three Mr.STANTON. All want is a separate vote 
years ago, and which it must be confessed has, || on the amendment as to the auxiliary guard. | 
in the main, produced so favorable results. '| do not mean to vote for that under any circum- 

in relation to the amendments to be receded || stances, even though the bill should be lost. 
from by the Senate, 1 do not suppose that it is || A Memper. The vote must be taken on the 
necessary to go into any particulars. report as a whole. P 

In relation to the twentieth amendment, we pro- | The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘This is not a 
pose that the House shall recede from its disa- || report from the committee of conference. 
greement thereto, and agree to the same, with the Mr. BURNETT. Then, is it in order to re- 
following proviso: ceive it? 

Provided, ‘That the whole amount paid shall not exceed || The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 


This amendment relates to the rent of a build- 
_ ing for the use of the district court in the State of 
California. It seems that itis an existing debt, | 
and that it should be paid, though it ought to have 
been inserted in the defeiency bill. We propose | 
the amendment in order that it may not be left to | 





We || 


'| separate vote. 


Interior. 


| _ Itis also proposed that the House shall recede 
from its disagreement to the eighteenth amend- 
ment of the Senate, and agree to the same, with 
the following amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the twenty third section 
of the act entitled * An act legalizing and making appro- 
priations for such necessary objects as have been usually 
included in the general appropriation bills without author- 
ity of law, and to fix and provide for certain incidental ex- 
penses ofthe Departments and offices of the Government, 
and for other purposes,” approved August 26, 1842, is hereby 
repealed. 





part of the different Departments of the Govern- 
| ment; so that no transfer can be made from one 
appropriation to another, except for subsistence, 
forage, and in the commissary and medical de- 
partments of the Army. There it seems to be 
absolutely necessary; for our men must be fed 
and clothed, wherever they may be. All discre- 
tion in reference to other Departments will be en- 
| tirely prohibited, if this amendment be agreed to. 
The amendments we have not been able to agree 

upon are the seventh, twenty-first, twenty-second, 
| twenty-third, and twenty-fourth, which were con- 
sidered as one amendment. The seventhamend- 
ment relates to the subject of printing. 
last session of Congress an améndment was intro- 





| bills, providing that the Printer of the body by 
which the document should be firstordered should 
print the entire number of extra copies ordered to 
be printed by both Houses. Under the operation 
of that act almost all the printing aioe by the 
House has been given to the Senate Printer. We 
supposed that to be unjust, and that it was not in- 


|| According to parliamentary rules, this bil] 
| the possession of the committee of confere 
| Neither the bill nor the amendments are be 


| 


This will circumscribe the discretion ee the | 


At the | 


tended originally by the law; and we therefore felt | 
constrained to insist upon our amendment to the | 


| printing,and which will be, it is supposed, more 
promptuy executed. 
The twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third, 
and twenty-fourth amendments relate to the mat- 
'terofaloan. From the very emphatic vote given 


in this House, we did not suppose that it would | 
be possible to obtain a vote to agree to a loan | 


when attached to any bill by the Senate. What- 
ever the House might do upon it, as an independ- 
ent proposition when offered in this House, | take 


|| Senate amendment in that respect, which willonly | 
restore to the House Printer some portion of the || 


it that they never will agree to a proposition em- | 


anating from the Senate upon that subject. 


‘| I therefore move that the House recede from its 


disagreement to the third, fourth, cighth, eleventh, 
fifteenth and a half, sixteenth, and seventeenth 
amendments of the Senate, and that they agree 
to the eighteenth and twentieth amendments as 
amended; and upon that | call the previous ques- 
tion. 

| The SPEAKER. pro tempore. The question 
| will be on receding from the disagreement of the 
House to the third, fourth, eighth, eleventh, fif- 


amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will it be in order to take 
a vote on each of the propositions separately ? 
| Mr. PHELPS. I suppose that if a division is 
| called for, it may be had; but I submit to the 
| House whether it is advisable or not to have a 


regard to the other amendments, and that they 


| from Vermont merely reports that the committee | 
| of corfference could not agree; and then he moves 


| to recede from certain amendments which he has 
| indicated, and on that motion he calls the previous 
| question. ‘ 
The previous —— was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. ° 


teenth and a half, sixteenth, and seventeenth | 


It is expected that a correspond- | 
ing proposition will be submitted to the Senate in | 





| 
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June 





20, 


order. 
is in 
nee, 
fore the 
€ AVote 


Mr. GARNETT. [rise to a question of , 


House. How, then, is it possible to hay 
on insisting or receding? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill ha 
returned by the committee of conference 
now open for the action of the House. 


8 been 
» and is 
Any gen. 


_Ueman can move to recede from any of the amend 


ments. 
_ motion, and called the previous question 
| previous question has been seconded. 


The gentleman from Vermont made tha; 
» and the 


Mr. HOUSTON. I understood the gentlema 
from Vermont to say that he reported a disagree 
ment, and that he had been requested to make this 
motion to the House. He stated that it was q par 
of the agreement that the Senate was to do certain 
things, and the House certain other things, ~~ 
willing to carry out that agreement, 

Mr. MORRILL. The object was to reduce thp 
points of disagreement to but two. If the Houge 
agrees to my motion, the Senate will act in a ep,. 
responding manner, or at least that Proposition 


| will be made. 


Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I desire to stays 
that, to avoid complication, the House shouid 
vote against the whole of these amendments o- 


| for the whole of them, because the Senate will 


duced by the Senate, to one of our appropriation || act in that way. If you are opposed to any of 


| them, vote them all down. 


| for that. 





Mr. STANTON. I cannot see the necessity 
If we recede from our disagreement {p 
all but three, then there will be but three points 


in controversy. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to a question of 
order. The previous question has been ordered: 
and all this debate is out of order. 

The question was taken on receding from the 


| disagreement of the House to the third, fourth, 


eighth, eleventh, fifteenth and a half, and seven- 
teenth amendinents of the Senate; and the House 
receded from its action thereon. 

Mr. STANTON called for the yeas and nays 
on receding from the disagreement of the House 
to the sixteenth amendment of the Senate, as fol- 
lows: 


For compensation of the auxiliary guard and one lieu- 


' tenant, and for fuel, oil, and lamps, and for twenty poiice- 


men, to be appointed in the same manner as the auxiliary 
guard, $32,400, 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 86, nays 65; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barr, Bonham, Boteler, Boyce, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, 
Buflinton, Burch, Burnett, Campbell, Carter, Horace F. 
Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Colfax, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, 
John G. Davis, Dawes, Dimmick, Edwards, Eliot, English, 
Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Gooch, Grow, Hale, 
Hall, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Helmick, Houston, Wil- 
liam Howard, William A. Howard, Hughes, Jones, William 
Kellogg, Landrum, Larrabee, Leake, Love, Maclay, Mal- 
lory, Elbert 8. Martin, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, 
Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Niblack, Olin, Perry, 
Peyton, Phelps, Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, Christopher Robin- 
son, Ruffin, Sherman, Sickles, Singicton, William Smith, 
William N. 1. Smith, Stallworth, James A. Stewart, Stout, 
Taylor, Thomas, Train, Underwood, Israel Washburn, 
Webster, Woodruff, and Wright—86. 

NAYS—Messrs.Green Adains, Aldrich, William C. An- 
derson, Beale, Bingham, Blake, Brayton, Burlingame, 
Burnham, Butterfield, Carey, Covode, Curtis, H. Winter 
Davis, Delano, Dunn, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Fos 
ter, Gilmer, Graham, Hatton, Hoard, Humphrey, Kenyon, 
DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Mckean, 
McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Laban T. Moore, Nel- 
son, Nixon, Palmer, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Quaries, Royce, 
Scranton, Sedgwick, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Tappan, Thayer, Tomp- 
kins, Trimble, Vance, Vandever, Van Wyck,Verree, Wace, 
Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, and Wilson—bo. 


So the House receded from its action thereon. 


During the vote, 

Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio, stated that Mr. Pey- 
DLETON was paired with Mr. Guriey. 

Mr. ENGLISH stated that Mr. ALLEN was 
paired with Mr. Hurcuins. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 now move that the House 
insist on its disagreement to the seventh, twenty- 
first, twenty-second, twenty-third, and twenty- 
fourth amendments of the Senate, and ask for & 
committee of conference. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United Brates, by Mr. James Bucwanan, his 


private Se 
had appro’ 
An act t 
Columbia, 
An acl | 
State of 
An act | 
Jones; 
An act 
Library A 
Anact? 
beacons, 
y 
A mess 
the hands 
fying the | 
amendmer 
the bill of 
private lat 
sas, and : 
Also, th 
of the con 
ing certal 


Mr. SE 
committe 
making & 
of the Go 
1861. Th 
ing votes 
a great Vi 
before th 
agree tor 
viding fo 
pe nitenti 
viding fol 
tieth am 
Virginia 
twenty-f 
propriati 
from the 
a jail. 7: 
ment to 
house an 
amendm 
Orleans ¢ 
stand, $) 
other, to 
tinuing t 
amendm 
completi 
to comp 
sculptur 
the Hou 
Senate a 
This we 
one of 1 
nam] d 
commis 
confine 
Capitol 
ing, ane 
for pain 
be no ¢€ 
year, it 

The) 
to ame 
column 
inthe p 
Isuppe 
and fo 
Senate 
toasu 
to the | 
ing the 
in the | 
George 

reduce 
propri 
he 

ment i 

tory,a 

ing, 
The 
regard 
standi 
on anc 
autho 
coin, 
Th 
forty 

the C 

amen: 





& Vote 


‘Ss been 
and is 
Y gen. 
mend. 
de that 


nd the 


Jeman 
agree. 
Ke this 
a part 
ertain 

lam 


Ice the 
House 
a Cor. 
Sition 


0 State 
hould 
nts or 
e will 
iny of 


eSSity 
ent to 
DOINts 


On of 
lered; 


M the 
vurth, 
even. 
Touse 


nays 
Touse 
iS fol. 


* lieu- 
poiice- 
xiliary 


led in 
YS: 
csdale, 
istow, 
ace F, 
idson, 
nglish, 
Hale, 
, Wil- 
‘illiam 
> Mal- 
illson, 
Perry 
Robin- 
smith, 
Stout, 
aburn, 


‘, An- 
game, 
Vinter 
, Fos 
nyon, 
Kean, 
, Nel 
LOY ce, 
inton, 
‘omp- 
vade, 
65. 


reon. 





Pen- 
was 


ad. 

ouse 
nty- 
nty- 
for a 


nt of 
» his 


1860. 





wae 
eee ee erent 

An act to authorize divorces in the District of 
Columbia, and for other purposes; 

An act for the relief of Josiah Atkins, of the 
State of Ohio; ‘ , ¢ ‘ : 
~ An act granting an invalid pension to Ezekiel 
Jones; . 

An act to incorporate 
Library Associauion; and | 

An act making appropriations for light-houses, 
buoys, &c. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
the hands of Mr. Parton, one of its clerks, noti- 
‘ving the House that the Senate had agreed to the 


the East Washington 


beacons, 


ame 


the bill of the Senate for the final adjustment of 


Secretary, notifying the House that he 
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ndments of the House of Representatives to || 


i} 


private land claims in Florida, Louisiana, Arkan- | 


gas, and Missouri. 


Also, that the Senate had agreed to the report | 


of the committee of conference to the bill confirm- 
ing certain land entries, 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to report from the | 


committee of conference on the bill No. 501, 
making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of theGovernment for the year ending 30th June, 
i861. There was a very large number of disagree- 


ing votes on this bill, and, as a matter of course, | 


a great variety of questions have been brought 
a = e e ry ct 
before the committee of conference. The Senate 
agree to recede from the fifteenth amendment, pro- 


viding for gas pipes from Maine avenue to the | 


penitentiary ; from the sixteenth amendment, pro- 
viding for a superintendent of gas; from the twen- 
tieth amendment, providing for the graveling of 
Virginia avenue east of the Capitol; from the 
twenty-fourth amendment, which reduced the ap- 
propriation for seeds from $60,000 to $40,000; 
from the amendment making an appropriation for 


a jail, The Senate also recedes from its disagree- | 


ment to the appropriation for the Oswego light- 
house and pier. ‘The Senate agree to the House 


amendments in regard to the Charleston and New | 


Orleanscustom-houses, so that the appropriations 
stand, $15,000 for the one, and $25,000 for the 
other, to pay for materials, and nothing for con- 
tinuing the work. TheSenate agree to the House 
amendment limiting the appropriation for the 
completion of the Capitol to the work necessary 
to complete the building, excluding painting and 
sculpture. In connection with that amendment, 
the House is recommended to concur with the 


Senate amendment abolishing the art commission. | 


This was done by a majority of the committee; || 


one of the members of the committee [Mr. Bixe- | 


uaM] dissenting from the abolition of the art | 


commission. The effect of the amendment is to 
confine the expenditure of the $300,000 for the 
Capitol extension simply to complete the build- 
ing, and excluding the expenditure of any money 
for painting or sculpture. As, therefore, there will 
beno employment for the art commission next 
year, it is suspended or abolished. 

The Senate concur with the House amendment 
toamendment number eight, relating to marble 
columns, inserting the words ** American marble”? 
inthe proper place; so that the amendment is now, 
Isuppose, grammatical. Inregard tothe thirteenth 
and fourteenth amendments, relating to gas, the 


Senate and House conference committee agreed | 


toa substitute reducing the price of gas, not only 
to the Government but to the citizens, by chang- 
ing the law incorporating the company. It leaves 
in the provision for the lighting of the streets in 
Georgetown and elsewhere heretofore lighted, but 


reduces the price of gas and also the amount ap- | 


peaprined. 


he Senate have agreed to the House amend- 


ment in regard to the capitol in Nebraska Terri- ||} know whether we cannot have a separate vote on 


Wry appropriating $5,000 for repairs of that build- 
ng. 

The House recedes from its amendment in 
regard to cents, leaving the Senate amendment 
standing; which provides that the Mint may go 
onand make cents, but repeals the old law, which 
authorizes them to exchange cents for Spanish 
coin, 

The Senate recedes from its amendments from 
forty to forty-five, in re 
the Capitol grounds; and the House agrees to an 
amendment which provides for ascertaining the 


gard to the extension of 





| 


steerer 








| 


| San Francisco custom-house. 
| tothatamendment. Upon examination, we found 





probable cost of the grounds embraced within the 
proposed extension, and to report to Congress, at 
its next session, a plan for extending the Capitol 
grounds. It makes no appropriation. On the 
other hand, the House recedes from its disagree- 


three, which provide for paving the front of cer- 
tain reservations. On examining the law, we 
found that the law requires the Government to 
pave in front of their reservations whenever the 
citizens pave in front of the buildings opposite. 
Opposite two reservations, under the authority of 
the city, pavements have been made by the citi- 
zens in front of their dwellings; and in ace 
we provide for the pavement by the Government 
in front of their reservations; which, | think, is 
just and proper. 

The twenty-ninth amendment provides for con- 


of the House to havea separate vote on the amend- 


| mentto Senate amendments nineteen and twenty- | 


verting the old Senate Chamber into a room for | 


the Supreme Court. The House committee agreed 


to that amendment, but limiting the amount to | 


$25,000. 

The thirty-seventh amendment provides for 
paying certain persons who have been employed 
as examiners in the Patent Office at the rate fixed 
for the grade of service which they have performed. 
The House concurs in thatamendment. Certain 
subordinate officers in the Patent Office have been 
employed as examiners, and this amendment 
allows them to be paid the salary of examiners, 

The thirty-pinth amendment provides for set- 
tling the accounts of the contractor for building the 
The House agrees 


that there was a controversy between the con- 
tractor and the paymaster or disbursing officer, as 
to the fact of payment; and in case the paymas- 
ter has not, as he claims, paid the contractor, then 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury is to pay him what 
is due. 

The thirty-first amendment is for inclosing the 
Washington statue. In that the House concurs. 

The House also concurs in the amendment 
which provides for asurvey of the boundary line 
between Oregon and Washington. A letter was 
introduced before the committee of conference, 
from the Commissioner of Public Lands, stating 
that this is indispensably necessary to prevent 
controversies between the citizensof Washington 
and Oregon. 

The last amendment to which a majority of 
the House committee concurred was the one that 
gave us the most ‘trouble, and that is the Wash- 
ington aqueduct. The majority of the House 
committee concurred in that amendment, with a 
substitute, the effect of which is to appropriate 
$500,000 for the completion of the water works; 
but it places them under the superintendence of 
Captain Meigs in distinct and plain language. 
From that recommendation I dissented, although 
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ment in regard to the art commission. 

Mr. PEYTON. I object to that. . 

The main question was now ordered to be put. 

Mr. COX ealled for the pom and nays on the 
adoption of the report of the committee of con- 
ference. 

Mr. BURNETT called for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox and 
Lee were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported 
thirty-two in the affirmative, a further count not 
being demanded. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 77, nays 82; as follows: 


| liam Smith, William 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Al- 
ley, Francis P. Blair, Blake, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, 
Brayton, Bristow, Button, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, 
Butterfield, Carey, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, Corwin, 
Burton Craige, Davidson, H. Winter Davis, Delano, Ed 
mundson, Edwards, Eliot, English, Florence, Foster, 
Fouke, Frank, Gooch, Helmick, Hoard, William Howard, 
William A. Howard, Hughes, Llumphrey, Keitt, William 
Kellogg, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Leake, Lee, Mallory, 
Marston, McKnight, McRae, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Edward Joy Morris, Niblack, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Peyton, 
Reagan, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royee, Scott, Sedg- 
wick, Sherman, Sickles, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, 
James A. Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Taylor, Trimble, 
Walton, Ellihu B.Washburne, Webster, and Woodruff—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, Barr, Beale, Bonham, Brabson, Branch, 
Briggs. Burnett, Campbell, Clopton, Cobb, Colfax, Craw- 
ford, Curry, Join G. Davis, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Edger- 
ton, Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, French, Garnett, 
Gartrell, Gilmer, Graham, Hail, Hardeman, John T. Harris, 
Hatton, Hill, Houston, Jones, Junkin, Kenyon, Kilgore, 
Killinger, James M. Leach, Love, Maclay, Elbert 8. Mar- 
tin, Maynard, McKean, McPherson, Miles, Millson, Laban 
T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Nelson, Palmer, Pettit, Por- 
ter, Potter, Pugh, Quarles, Riggs, Ruflin, Singleton, Wil- 
N. H. Smith, Somes, Stallworth, 
Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Thomas, ‘Tompkins, 
Train, Underwood, Vanee, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Weills,Wilson, and Wright—22. 


So the report of the committee of conference 


was rejected. 


Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. COX stated that he had paired off with Mr. 
Harris, of Maryland, who was absent from the 
House, taking his family to the ears. Mr. Har- 
ris would have voted ‘*ay,’’ and he would have 
voted ** no.” 

Mr. CARTER said: I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio whether this proviso attached by 


|| the committee to the appropriation for the water 
| works was attached at the instance of the Senate 


I agreed to the balance of the report and entirely | 


approve the selection of Captain Meigs to take 
charge of the aqueduct. 

I now move the previous question on the adop- 
tion of the report. 

Mr. BARR. I call for a separate vote on the 
water works. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would 
state that the vote must be taken on the report as 
awhole. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Is not the | 


report divisible ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
divided. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
move to jay the report on the table. 
get rid of the whole of it. 

Mr. LEAKE. If the report is laid upon the 
table, will it not carry the bill with it? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It will. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. I desire to 


It cannot be 


Then I 


I want to 


the Washington aqueduct? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. There can be no 


separate vote taken. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. I ask unan- 
imous consent to have a separate vote on that 
proposition. 

Mr. SICKLES. I object. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of*Kentucky. 
say that | am opposed to any appropriation for 
that work. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask the unanimous consent 


I desire to | 


| 
| 
| 
) 





or House committee? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, and others, 
objected to debate. 

Mr. CARTER. I desire, then, to propound 
that question to the Chair, for upon the answer 
given to it will depend my vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 


| reply to the gentleman from New York thathe does 
| not know; andif he did, it would not be proper to 


state what occurred in committee. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I rise to change my vote 
upon this report. I voted in the affirmative, be- 
lieving, as I do, that the friends of the Adminis- 
tration upon this side of the House, although 


| there may be objectionable features in the bill, 
| ought to vote for carrying through the appropri- 


ations which are required for carrying on the Gov- 
ernment. As many gentlemen on this side of the 
House, however, have seen fit to vote against 
this report, | now change my vote, and cast it in 
the negative. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to make one re- 
mark in reply to the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object to 


| debate. 


Mr. BURNETT. Just one remark. I voted 
‘*no’’ upon this bill; and why? Because, as re- 
ported by this committee of conference, it con- 


| tains a provision which I believe to be in violation 
| of the Constitution of this country; and | am 
| ready to take all the responsibility of that vote. 
| [Cries of ‘* Order !’’} 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. PERRY. 1 believe in letting every Ad- 
ministration pay its own debts; and | therefore 
vote **ay.”’ 

The vote was then announced, as above re- 
corded, 

Mr. BRANCH. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the report of the committee of confer- 
ence was rejected. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Did the gentle- 
man from North Carolina vote in the affirmative? 
Mr. BRANCH. 1 did. , 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. BRANCH. I have the floor; and I pro- 
pose to say something on the motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is not the 
previous question still operating? If it is, I object 
to debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is rot. 

Mr. BRANCH. 1 desire to say that there are 
numerous items in that bill that I utterly protest 
avainst; and which I voted and struggled in the 
Committee of the Whole, from the time the bill 
vas first taken up until its passage, to defeat. I, 
however, voted for this report of the committee 
of conference, and allowed my vote so to remain 


THE 


until 1 ascertained thatthe gentleman who loaded | 


down the bill with amendments which have ren- 
dered it odious declined to assist in carrying the 
bill through, when I changed my vote, and voted 


in the negative. I have now moved to reconsider, | 


for the purpose of allowing the gentlemen who, 
in spite of my protest and of that of others én 
this side of the House, have forced upon us these 
offensive items, to recede from their yotes, and 
assist in carrying the bill through. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina allow me to ask him 
this question? [Shouts of **Order!’? ‘ Order!”’ 
** No interruptions !”’ 

Mr. BRANCH. I do not yield the floor. I 
do not interrupt other gentlemen when they have 
the floor, and I prefer not to be interrupted my- 
self. 

Here, sir, is one of the most important bills for 
carrying on the Government—a bill without which 
we all know the Government cannot be carried 
on. We all know thatif this bill is rejected, and 
we adjourn, the President of the United States 


will be compelled to call us together in extra ses- | 
There is no gentleman in the House who | 
disapproves of a larger number of items in the || 


sion, 


bill than myself. ‘There is not one who has voted 
in the Committee of the Whole against a larger 
proportion of the items in itthan I have; yet now, 
sir, as a political friend of the Administration, | 


desire to pass the bill which, as I have said, is | 


necessary to carry on the Government; and I 
desire that other friends of the Administration 
shall also help to pass it. 1 have been for five 
years a member of this House, and have never 
seen one of these general appropriation bills pass 
that did not contain items against which I voted 
in Committee of the Whole. I have struggled, 


through my whole service here, to confine the | 


appropriations in general appropriation bills, to 
those strictly required to carry out existing laws; 
and yet, those of us holding that position, after 


seeing the bills loaded down with independent | 


legislation, have been compelled to shoulder the 
responsibility of passing them through the House. 


J, for one, though reluctant, have been willing to | 


do it; and I am now willing, as a friend of the 
Administration, to take my share of the respons- 
ibility of passing this appropriation bill, although 
it may, and does, contain items that are not ac- 
cupeaihe to me; and I trust, as I said before, that 
gentlemen upon all sides, who have loaded down 
the bill with offensive items, and then turned round 
and voted against it, will now take the responsi- 
bility of giving us their assistance in passing it. 

I disapprove of a large portion of the items con- 
tained in the bill. LI have resisted them in the 
Committee of the Whole. and have done all that 
1 could to defeat them. The bill stands now re- 
jected; and I move to reconsider, in order to bring 
the bill up again. : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call forthe 
previous question. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
yield to me a moment. 1 desire to make a few 
remarks. 

Mr. BRANCH. I yield for the gentleman; but 
I give notice that I will call for the previous ques- 
tion on my motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from North 
Carolina has stated some tacts that this House 
understand, but he has not stated all the facts in 
regard to this bill. Much to my surprise, many 


I have not yet yielded, the 


| 
| 


| 
i 
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gentlemen on that side voted against the report of 
the conference committee, and thus have defeated 
this bill. It is well that we should all understand 
a few facts in regard to these appropriation bills, 
so that if gentlemen persist in this course to the 
defeat of the appropriation bills, the responsibility 
may rest upon eee persons. 

The Secretary of the Treasury sent us, in De- 
cember last, his annual estimates for the service 
of the next fiscal year, amounting in the aggre- 
gate to $46,278,893 56. The permanent appropri- 
ations, chiefly for the collection of customs and in- 
terest on the public debt, amount to $8,173,582 48. 
So that, upon a superficial view, it would appear 
that the Secretary only wished for $54,452,476 04 
for the entire service of the next fiscal year. And 
| | have no doubt that upon this shallow pretense 

many a speech is made, The Secretary himself 

in his recent letter repeats the same thing. He 
/aggregutes the new appropriations asked for at 
only $46,278,893, when no one knows better than 
he, that, in addition to this sum, his colleagues in 
the Administration—the heads of other Depart- 
ments of the Government—send us estimates and 
recommendations almost without number. I en- 
deavored to ascertain the precise amount of these 
collateral estimates, but they are so numerous 
and often so indefinite that itis impossible to state 
them. They amount, however, to over ten million 
dollars. [submitted, the otherday,aspecific state- 
ment of some of them amounting to $9,606,250; 
| but very many are not included. All these, to- 
gether with the annual estimates, are referred to 
your Committee of Ways and Means; and upon 
this mass of estimates, often indefinite and incon- 
sistent, your committee have to base their appro- 
priation bills. Well, sir, we did so; and, as the 
result of a careful analysis, we reported bills em- 
bracing every necessary item of expenditure ex- 





| cept for private claims. These bills amounted to | 


| $45,048,875 73, or $1,230,017 83 less than the | 


estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury; and 
more than eleven million dollars less than the 
aggregate estimates submitted to us by this Ad- 
ministration. These bills would have required 
economy and reform in various Departments; but 
would have been ample, and more than ample, to 
have administered this Government wisely and 
well for the next fiscal year. 

When the bills were reported, we found the 


Houseanxioustocoéperate. They were promptly | 


acted upon in this House; and instead of being 
/added to by amendments, they were actually 
reduced. This House reduced the amount re- 
ported for the repair and construction of vessels 
$1,000,000, as I think, wisely. It also rejected 
the appropriation for the Capitol extension, until 
the public ‘Treasury was in a better condition; 
and it provided for useful reductions and reforms 
in the postal service. ‘The aggregate reduction 
by the House upon the bills as reported, was 
$2,235,360 61. The bills passed the House with- 
outa division. Nota single item was embraced 
in them not sanctioned by law, by the proper 
Departments, or about which there was a sub- 
| stantial dispute. Such was the action of the 
| House. The gentleman from North Carolina 
| (Mr. Brancu] talks about disliking certain items 
> this bill. Pray, what are they? Who put 
‘them there? Were they there when this bill 
|passed the House? Nothing of that kind is 
| claimed. The whole difficulty grows out of the 
amendments of the Senate. Sir, these bills were 
loaded down by the Senate. I have here care- 
fully-prepared tables, showing the precise action 
_of the Senate and the House upon these bills. I 
| have heard enough about responsibility for large 
appropriation bills, and therefore I have kept a 
careful account with the Senate, which I have 
before me. It shows that while these bills passed 
the House at $42,813,515 12, they were increased 
in the Senate to $49,586,828 75; or an increase of 
$6,773,313 63. Every item about which the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina complains originated 
with his party friends in the Senate. It was there 
this mongrel legislation was fixed to your appro- 
yriation bills. ‘Take this very bill as an example. 
hen it passed this House it was $3,072,514 32: 
When it was returned from the Senate it was 
nan 69; an increas®t of $2,425,478 37. That 
ody put on forty-five amendments. In them 
| you will find your water works, your Treasury 
| extension, the Charleston and New Orleans cus- 
tom-houses, and a multitude of similar items. 
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Sir, for four weary hours I have been j 
mittee of conference combatting with 
committee against these amendments. We oy this 
side have been opposed to them all. They we, 
put in by a Democratic Senate, every one, Ther 
are sanctioned by estimates from the heads S 
Departments, all Democrats. They are fo; the 
support of a Democratic Administration, Noman 
of my political opinions can receive a dollar 
this money if this Administration can prevent it 
And yet some of you refuse to vote for this }j\) 
The Senate have been compelled to recede frp, 
all their obnoxious amendments, except fo 
water works, and this is placed under the Super 
intendence of Captain Meigs, who, it is honea 
and believed, will not pervert the money for party 
purposes. And yet gentlemen talk about aimee, 
ious provisions in the bill. Sir, L have no interes: 
in the bill except to limit the appropriations and 
guard the Treasury. I am willing it shall be rg 
feated. If you cannot vote for it, we certainly 
will not. If the amendments of a Democratic 
Senate make it obnoxious to you, let it 20, but 
do not talk about items that you oppose, or o). 
noxious provisions in the bill. One gentlemay 
a leading and zealous supporter of this Adminis. 
tration, refuses to vote for the bill because, as | 
understand him, the House and the Senate chog» 
by a unanimous vote of the committee of confer. 
ence, to designate that a certain officer of the engi- 
neer corps should take charge of the aqueduct, 

Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman does not ql. 
lude to me. 

Mr. BURNETT. I ask the gentleman from 
North Carolina to yield to me. 

Mr. BRANCH. It is embarrassing for a gop. 
tleman to have a discussion going on in the midst 
of his speech, but I suppose I must yield to the 
gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. BURNETT. I want to state the reason 
why I voted against the bill. I hold that under 
the Constitution, the President is the commander- 
in-chief of the Army of the United States; that 
the office of captain of topographical envineers 
attached to the Army is created by law, and held 
under commission from the President; and that 
neither the House nor the Senate, nor both to- 
gether, have any right to take that subordinate 
ofiicer of the Army out of the line of his duty, 


Na com. 
a Senate 


from 
r the 


| and to assign him to civil functions, beyond the 


control of hissuperiors. Strike out the provision 
of the bill which does that, and I will vote for the 
bill; but with my idea of the Constitution in this 
regard, I cannot vote for the bill without a viola- 


| tion of the oath which I have taken as a member 
| of this body. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I know it is very easy for 


gentlemen to point out one or a hundred items, 


| and say they are yr to them, and therefore 
) 


cannot vote for the bill. In this way no appropria- 
tion billcan pass. The question is, who put these 
items in? It was the Senate that designated Cap- 
tain Meigs. It was the Senate that added each 
obnoxious item. Well, sir, this bill, like all other 
appropriation bills, went to a committee of con- 
ference. After a protracted struggle in the com- 
mittee of conference, we have succeeded in re- 
ducing the amount to $4,692,820. We have brought 
it within a reasonable limit. The principal item 
agreed to in conference is the one br the Wash- 
ington aqueduct. I opposed that item. I re- 
monstrated against its incorporation into the bill. 
I voted against it. What more could I do? And 
now, after we have made the best bargain we 
could with a Democratic Senate, when we have 
reduced the bill as much as we could, we are 
coolly told by gentlemen on this side of the House 
that they do not like all the provisions of the bil. 
The most thankless of all positions is that as- 
signed to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
They see their bills, after they have been carefully 
matured as regular appropriation bills, go from 
this House to the Senate, and then see them re- 
turned loaded down with all manner of items. 
a Senator has a private bill in which he feels @ 
deep interest, that is put on; if he has a favorite 
scheme which could not get the sanction of this 
House as a separate bill, that is put on. These 
appropriation bills are made beasts of burden to 
carry all the hobbies of Senators. They come 
back to their authors a gee mass of appro- 
priations and legislation. ‘Then committees of 
conference act, and our House is compelled to be 
satisfied if it can get rid of one half of the mass of 
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